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A focused President 

Trump could still pull 

out an election victory, 

Pat Buchanan writes.
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Members of the Lebanon City Council 
are pushing for more public feedback on 
the 2040 Comprehensive Plan as the city’s 
planning commission prepares to review 
the document.

Both groups got their first detailed look 
at the proposed roadmap for Lebanon’s 

growth during a joint work session held 
Thursday and will continue recommend-
ing changes throughout the process.

“We expect to get some more com-
ments,” Lebanon Planning Director Paul 
Corder said. “And really want this section 
to be something that the planning com-
mission and city council really start to own 
and give it the direction that it needs to 
go.”

The plan is centered around an over-
haul to the city’s Future Land Use Plan 
that would hone in on specific purposes 
for current residential mixed use (RMU) 
zoning.

With that, the city hopes to promote 

transportation, economic development, 
enter tainment and more — par ticular-
ly in four key districts. Residents had  
the opportunity to review the plan and 
give feedback during a vir tual open 
house in August, but “I’d encourage to 
do a couple of just open meetings and 
have this displayed where the public 
can come in,” Ward 6 Councilor Jeni 
Lind Brinkman said. “The whole virtual 
open house, which I loved the idea of,  
I think it was a challenge for a lot of 
people.”

Corder said the vir tual open house 

City councilors push for more public 
Comprehensive Plan meetings

Planning commission 
could vote on document 

later this month
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The Wilson County Budget 
Committee approved an exten-
sion on an agreement that 
would provide $50,000 in annual 
funding for New Leash on Life’s 
spay and neuter services at its 
meeting Thursday.

County Attorney Mike Jen-
nings introduced the resolution, 
which is meant to allow the Wil-
son County Commission to con-
tinue that funding despite its 
policy against charitable dona-
tions tied to county ser vices 
outside of its budget process.

“COVID-19 hit, the comptroller 
said let’s get your budget done, 
we went through with the sta-
tus quo, we didn’t have anybody 
come in and make their dog and 
pony show pitch about how they 
ought to get money,” Jennings 
said. “In this situation, New Leash 
on Life couldn’t come in. They’re 
not waiting until now because 
they wanted to, they couldn’t 
come in during the budget time.”

Jennings said those circum-
stances should keep from set-
ting a precedent for other orga-
nizations if New Leash on Life’s 
funding is approved.

“The intent is to continue 
appropriating $50,000 in future 
years … unless this commis-
sion takes action not to,” he 
said. “So in other words, it 
would be $50,000 pretty much 
by contract.”

New Leash on Life Director 
Angela Chapman said the shel-
ter currently spays or neuters 
an estimated 4,000 animals 
per year on a $250,000 budget, 
numbers that are expected to 
grow alongside the county’s 
population.

New Leash 
on Life 
funding 

passes budget 
committee 

COVID-19 put $50K 
donation at risk
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SHANKSVILLE, Pa. — One 
spent time quietly consoling 
families.

The other proclaimed Ameri-
ca’s might.

President Donald Trump and 
his Democratic rival, Joe Biden 
marked the 19th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11 attacks on Friday at 
memorial services where their 
differences in style couldn’t have 
been more sharply on display.

T r ump and Biden wer e 

both traveling to rural Shanks-
ville, Pennsylvania, where the 
hijacked Flight 93 crashed in a 
field, killing everyone on board. 
But the two would not cross 
paths. While Trump spoke at the 
site’s morning memorial cere-
mony, Biden was to visit later in 

the day, after attending the 9/11 
Memorial & Museum’s annual 
commemoration at Ground Zero 
in New York, along with Vice 
President Mike Pence.

In a rare moment of detente 
during what has become a nasty 
campaign, Biden approached Pence 
after arriving at the ceremony and 
tapped him on the shoulder to say 
hello. The current and former vice 

president then shared an elbow 
bump — the popular COVID-era 
handshake replacement — as did 
Biden and second lady Karen Pence.

While a similar meeting 
between Trump and Biden will 
not happen, the day will none-
theless bring the two candi-
dates the closest they’ve been in 

Trump, Biden commemorate 9/11 at memorial events
Both visited site where hijacked Flight 93 crashed
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The Lebanon Police Depart-
ment’s new home at 1017 Spar-
ta Pike was nearly two years 
in the making, and it brings 
almost all operations under one 
roof.

Construction began shortly 
after the Lebanon City Council 
approved the $6.2 million proj-
ect in June 2018, and employ-
ees star ted moving into the 
building a few months ago.

“Over the last five years, 
we’ve been in three spaces at 
once,” Lebanon Police Chief 
Mike Justice said. “It’s been 
more than 20 years since we’ve 
had any kind of police build-
ing expansion, and this should 
serve us well into the future.”

The facility doubled the size 
of an existing PD building used 
for emergency communications 
to 28,000 square feet.

“Our old facility was built 

in the ‘80s and has definite-
ly served its purpose, but its 
time to move,” Lebanon Police 
Depar tment Sgt. P.J. Hardy 
said. “Over the last few years 

is when we’ve seen the major-
ity of our growth, and we’d 
become displaced.”

Hardy said there were 
roughly 55 employees — both 

officers and civilian personnel 
— working at the department 
when he started in 2001, but 

Inside the Lebanon PD’s new home
$6.2M project 
boasts several 
tech upgrades 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

The Lebanon Police Department’s new location at 1017 Sparta Pike is a $6.2 million project that includes 
a slate of technology upgrades for the agency and brings most of its operations under the same roof.
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Seated (L-R) Clark McKinney, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director &

Embalmer; David Brooks, Co-Owner, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer.

Standing (L-R) Wayne Foster & Claudean Bissinger, Funeral Assistants*;

Jason Ligon, Licensed Funeral Director & Embalmer. (*Non Licensed)
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