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Cumberland University baseball 

hosting Oklahoma City. B1

BY CHRIS GREGORY
HARTSVILLE VIDETTE

Two teenagers, including 
one from Lebanon, were killed 
Wednesday morning in an automo-
bile crash on Highway 10.

According to the preliminary 
crash report from the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol, around 10:30 a.m. 
the driver of a 2003 Cadillac CTS 
pulled out from Old Lafayette Road 
into the path of a tractor-trailer 
southbound on TN 10.

The semi hit the car on the driv-
er’s side, sending it flipping onto its 
top along the highway.

Two passengers in the car, 
18-year-old Lennasha Dowell-Harp-
er of Lebanon and 19-year-old 
Ayjean Miles of Hartsville, were 
killed in the crash.

The two were not wearing seat-
belts, according to the report. It 
is the trooper’s opinion that wear-
ing seatbelts might have saved the 
teens, the report said.

THP reported the driver of the 
car, 20-year-old Adrianne Torres 
of Lebanon, was seriously injured. 
She was transferred to Skyline 
Medical Center with a reported 
head injury and multiple body frac-
tures. She was wearing her seat-
belt.

The driver of the truck, a 
42-year-old man from Huntington, 
was not injured.

The investigation into Wednes-
day’s accident remains ongoing.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

A Mt. Juliet resident was 
indicted on first-degree murder 
charges Thursday in connec-
tion with the death of Scotty Ray 
Damon, a Mt. Juliet man who 
was last seen in Lebanon before 
his body was found in the Ten-
nessee River.

Christopher Jerome 
Wallace, 46, faces mul-
tiple charges following 
the incident, which took 
place in fall 2017.

According to a release 
from the WCSO, Damon, 
40, was last seen on Oct. 
21, 2017. A fisherman 
found his body on Nov. 
3, 2017 between Benton 
County and Humphreys County 
in the western part of the state, 
and detectives determined his 
death was a homicide.

Detectives linked Wallace to 

the case after an extend-
ed investigation that 
began on Oct. 29, 2017. 
Officials are continuing 
to investigate under the 
assumption that multiple 
suspects were involved in 
Damon’s death.

Lt. Scott Moore said 
the depar tment was 
unable to release further 

details, including how Wallace 
was connected to Damon’s death. 
No additional suspects have been 
placed in custody as of Friday 
afternoon.

“The family of Scotty Ray 
Damon deserves closure into 
what happened to their son, and 
this is one step closer to doing 
that,” Wilson County Sheriff Rob-
ert Bryan said in the release. “We 
will continue to investigate fur-
ther involvement until all those 
responsible are accounted for. 
The Damon family has been 
through a lot emotionally with 
just wanting to know what hap-
pened to their son and we are 
committed to this investigation 
until it is fully completed.”
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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
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P
ulses pounded, energy 
filled the air and 
hundreds of students 

moved to the rhythm as 
music from stars like Michael 
Jackson and Lil Nas X echoed 
through the Wilson County 
Expo Center on Friday.

The scene is familiar to 
the Wilson County Schools 
Transportation Department 
after 22 years hosting its 
annual Valentine’s Day Dance 
for Exceptional Education 
Students, but no less exciting.

“Back when we started, 
there weren’t many special 
education students or bus 
drivers here in the county,” 
retired bus driver and teacher’s 
aide Mary Ann Wheeler said. 
“And a lot of them were kind 
of kept apart and didn’t get to 
go on field trips or do activities 

that the other kids had. It’s 
amazing to see these kids get 
to do things they never have 
before, and to see the way 
society looks at them now as 
they realize they can learn so 
much from these wonderful 
children.”

Over the years, the event has 
grown along with the county 
and now sees nearly 600 people 
participate from every school 
in the district.

“Any chance these kids 
get to express themselves 
is a great opportunity,” Eric 
Whitman, a student support 
services teacher at Lakeview 
Elementary, said. “It’s one of 
their favorite events, and they 
practice their dance moves 
before they get here. It’s also 
like a family reunion where we 
get to see the kids we’ve taught 

DANCE YOUR CARES AWAY
WCS bus drivers host annual Valentine’s 
party for Exceptional Education students 

Photos by Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat 

Students, teachers and chaperones join together to form a train on the dance floor at the Wilson County Schools Transportation Depart-
ment’s annual Valentine’s Day Dance for Exceptional Education Students.

Teedrick Allen strikes a pose at the Wilson County Schools  
Transportation Department’s annual Valentine’s Day dance.

Lebanon teen one 

of two killed in 

Hartsville wreck

THP report: Car 
pulled out in front 
of tractor-trailer
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BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Wilson County Com-
mission’s Budget Committee 
voted to approve up to $364,000 
in renovations for the former 
Fred’s building at its meeting 
Thursday.

Their decision comes after 
the ful l  commission voted 
to purchase the site on Jan. 
27 depending on its appraisal 
value. The county intends to 
spend $875,000 on the building 
and move the Wilson County 
Election Commission inside.

After a discussion centered 
on the building’s HVAC sys-
tems, the committee also opted 
to set aside money from the 
capital projects fund to replace 
them if needed.

“The HVAC units that are on 
that building are about 17 years 
old,” Wilson County Director 
of Operations Rober t Baines 
said. “They have been sitting 
there, probably not being in use 
because when I went in that 

County budget 
committee 

approves $454K 
in renovations 

Funding would go 
toward Fred’s building, 
Wilson County Clerk 

satellite office
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