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Seventeen years ago Mack-
enzie Shrum and Laviticus Weir 
were photographed by The Leb-
anon Democrat for their first 
birthday, on the one year anni-
versary of Sept. 11.

This year, Shrum and Weir, 
who were born in Lebanon 

on the morning of the terror-
ist attacks, are celebrating their 
18th birthday.

Their mothers often reflect 
on what being in labor was like 
for them on 9/11.

“My brother ran into the 
room at the time and told me 
that we were being attacked,” 
Trish Shrum, Mackenzie’s 
mother said. “So for the first two 

weeks of her life, I stayed in the 
house and didn’t want to do any-
thing. It was scary, but it was a 
blessing at the same time.”

Shrum and Weir belong to 
generation z, those born from 
the mid-1990s mid-2010s. It is 
defined as being the first gen-
eration that grew up in a “post-
9/11 world.” This is especially 
true for Shrum and Weir, whose 
lives began on 9/11.

“Security is a lot dif ferent 
now than how my parents and 
grandparents grew up. I can’t  
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Sept. 11 babies turn 18

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Mt. Juliet City Commis-
sion has deferred a proposed 
amendment to the municipal 
personnel manual that would 
allow city employees to carry 
firearms at work.

City Commissioner Art Giles 
sponsored the amendment, 
which passed first reading at 
a previous meeting. Monday 
night, though, Giles made small 
changes to the amendment, and 
the commissioners determined 
that they needed answers to 
liability questions before they 
could take a final vote.

The ordinance removes from 
the manual a sentence that pro-
hibits “all weapons and other 
dangerous or hazardous devices  
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Mt. Juliet 
delays decision 

on allowing 
employees to 

carry guns

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Concerns over 
liability costs arise

Organizers say over 130 
teams and over 2,000 people 
have registered for this year’s 
16th annual Sherr y’s Run 5K 
Run/Walk, which is Saturday.

Registration is available 
online at www.sherrysrun.org, 
at the Sherry’s Run office at 110 
Babb Drive, and at the event site 
at 623 West Main St. today and 
Friday from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m. 
and race day from 6:30-8 a.m. 
Event T-shirts and timing chips 
for chip timed runners will be 
available for pickup at the event 
site the same days and times.

The Sherry’s Run 5K is one of 
Wilson County’s largest commu-
nity events, and community sup-
port enables the Sherry’s Run 
organization to assist hundreds 
of cancer patients and their fami-
lies each year, organizers said in 
a news release.

The 5K event begins at 8 a.m.  
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More  
than 2,000 

registered for 
Sherry’s Run

STAFF REPORT

People can still 
sign up for event

Photos by Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Stephen Chambers, Hartsville/Trousdale County mayor, and Shamez McMurry, family services coordinator with the state Department of 
Human Services, meet as a “family” during the poverty simulation.

On Tuesday morning, Wilson County 
University of Tennessee Extension con-
ducted a Poverty Simulation for attendees 
of the Bridges to Tomorrow ... Hope for 
Today Conference.

The simulation broke attendees into 
“families” and told them how much money 
and how many resources they would be 
starting out with. They lived through a 
month in poverty, which was represented 

by four 15-minute “weeks.”
There were tables set up around the 

room that represented various places one 
might go throughout the week, such as 
school, the unemployment office, the bus 
station, work and the homeless shelter.

The participants could be “evicted” for 
not paying their rent, and they could have 

their power shut off for being late on util-
ity payments.

“I want to remind you that this is not 
a game,” said Shelly Barnes, an agent 
for UT Extension in Wilson County said. 
“This might feel like a game and it might 
look like a game, but as we know, these 
are the issues that people in poverty face.”

One of the most emphasized rules in 
the simulation was that participants had 
to stop at the bus station to get a trans-
portation voucher before they could go 
anywhere else. This rule illustrated how  
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LEARNING ABOUT POVERTY

BY GEORGIA GALLAGHER
GGALLAGHER@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Participants in the simulation could be 
“evicted” from their household if they  
failed to pay their rent on time.

At homeless 
conference, attendees 

take part in simulation

Georgia Gallagher • Lebanon Democrat

Laviticus Weir, Kezzie Weir, Trish 
Shrum and Mackenzie Shrum are 
shown on Laviticus and Macken-
zie’s birthday. They were born 18 
years ago, on the morning of the 
Sept. 11 attacks.

Teens were born in 
Lebanon on day of attack
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