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The Wilson County Schools board has 
approved a contract with a Seattle-based 
tech company for computer programming 
curriculum amid concerns about increased 
dependence on classroom tablets.

The board approved the contract with 
TechSmart, which focuses on teaching 
coding to K-12 students. Students in their 
programs learn Python, one of the most 
popular general-purpose coding languages 

in the world.
The contract is a curriculum-as-a-

service (CaaS) agreement, and Wilson 
County will be the first in Tennessee to 
adopt such an agreement for coding cur-
riculum. TechSmart is an Amazon affili-
ate and researched Middle Tennessee as 
a pipeline for the Amazon workforce. It 
determined the region contributes just an 
average of 96 people to the industry annu-
ally, which is why Amazon has targeted the 
region for investment.

Wilson County Schools Director Donna 
Wright said the district is starting the pro-
gram as hedge against the prospect of 
workforce gentrification in the event of an 
area not being able to meet tech industry 
demand.

“They’ll bring in a workforce from the 
West Coast and the East Coast, which sort 
of eliminates (the region) as far as where 
they locate simply because of not being 
able to meet the demand,” she said. “So 
that is the interest as far as why are they 

investing in us.”
Wright quoted the agreement as includ-

ing “coding knowledge certifications that 
will lead students to being able to pro-
cure in-demand jobs in Middle Tennes-
see area.” The district intends to adopt it 
for middle and high school students and 
faculty. The contract will cost the county 
$63,200.

Before the vote could be taken, 
though, board member Kimberly McGee 
raised an infrastructural concern about  
Chromebooks.
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Wilson County Schools to teach coding
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Contract prompts question about Chromebook availability

WILSON COUNTY  

FAIR OPENS FRIDAY
The Wilson County Fair will open 

Friday and close on Aug 24. 
The grounds will open at 5 p.m. 

Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. on 
Saturday and noon on Sunday. 

Admission is free for children 
ages 5 and under, $6 for children 
between the ages of 6 and 12 and 
$12 for adults. A mega ticket can 
be purchased by Thursday for $25, 
which includes gate admission 
and an unlimited ride armband. 
Season tickets are also available 
for $45, which gives admission to 
all nine days of the fair. All tickets 
can be purchased online at www.
wilsoncountyfair.net.

Visit www.wilsoncountyfair.net to 
purchase tickets, find ticket discounts 
and the schedule of events, and 
locate any additional information.

The Tennessee Valley Author-
ity is suspending its plans to boost 
electric rates next year, and its 
new CEO is pledging to tr y to 
hold the line on the price of power 
for the next decade.

Jeff Lyash, who became presi-
dent of TVA in April, said the fed-
eral utility has improved its bal-
ance sheet over the past six years 
and, with ongoing operational 
improvements, should be able to 
avoid any wholesale rate hikes — 
and could even cut some electric 
rates — over the next 10 years.

Lyash will recommend to the 
TVA board next week that rates 
remain unchanged in fiscal 2020 
— the first time in six years that 
TVA will not increase its base 
rates. The new TVA president also 
will outline a new 10-year spend-
ing plan designed to keep electric 
prices relatively stable through 
2030.

“Our previous debt reduction 
plan had rate increases planned 
for four more years, but I think 
we can set that aside now,” Lyash 
said in an interview with the Chat-
tanooga Times Free Press last 
week. “What I see here is the abil-
ity to be able to deliver a decade of 
stable rates for the Valley.”

SEE TVA/PAGE A5

TVA won’t 
raise power 

rates in 2020
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The Mt. Juliet-based Grace 
and Glory charity set a record 
Saturday with its Amazing 
Race fundraiser.

Tanna Clark, founder of 
the nonprofit that supports a 
school in Haiti, said the sixth 
annual event raised $7,360. 
Thirty-five teams, each with 
two to four members, signed 
up, also a record.

Clark started the organiza-
tion in 2012 after two trips to 
the Carribbean island nation 
in 2011 with Soles for Souls.

“I fell in love with the place 
and wanted to do more, to do 
something for the communi-
ty,” Clark said.

In 2013, she met a pastor 
and his wife who were start-
ing a school in a small town. 
It star ted with 10 students 
and Grace and Glory started 
by helping feed the students. 
Today, Clark said, the school 
will open classes with 250 stu-
dents, and Grace and Glory 
feeds them a hot meal daily, 
buys them uniforms, and pays 
the salary of the 13 teachers, 
social worker and security 
guard.

Last  year,  Mt.  Jul iet ’s 
Providence United Methodist 
Church funded the construc-
tion of a new 10-room, two-
story school building.

The annual budget for the 
school is $50,000, Clark said, 
so Saturday’s fundraiser went 
a long way toward support-
ed the school for the com-
ing year. Much of the rest 
of the money comes from 
people who support the char-
ity through sponsoring a stu-
dent at a cost of $28 a month. 

Last year, Grace and Glor y 
had about 120 students spon-
sored.

Kristin Wall coordinated 
Saturday’s event.

The teams all met at Provi-
dence UMC, where they 
were given rules and clues, 
she said. Those clues, which 
included poems, riddles and 
logic puzzles, sent them from 
small business to small busi-
ness throughout Mt. Juliet. At 
each location, new clues sent 
them on to the next.

“All the money goes to the 
Benevolence School,” Wall 
said, adding that teams could 
buy help figuring out the 
clues for $10 each time.

For more information on 
the charity, go to graceglory 
kids.org.

Grace and Glory fundraiser sets record

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
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Teams participating in the Amazing Race fundraiser for the Grace and Glory charity listen to 
instructions Saturday at Providence United Methodist Church in Mt. Juliet. In black T-shirts and red 
bandanas are three of the four members of the team composed of Alexis Swierc, Becky Walker, Liz 
Broyles and Sara Blair.

Charity supports 
school in Haiti

The winning team was Kim and Chad Porter and Tammie and 
Lance Mcqueary.

Lori Maddox and Debra Lanham plot their strategy before heading 
out Saturday.

More than 100 contestants and volunteers made Grace and Glory’s 
fundraiser a success Saturday. The event raised $7,360.

If approved, will be 
first time in six years
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