
Allen says despite 
pandemic, protests, 
it’s important to 
remember there are 
things we can all 
agree on.
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CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

NASHVILLE — While thou-
sands of Tennessee teachers, state 
workers and higher education per-
sonnel are seeing their proposed 
pay raises disappear from Gov. 
Bill Lee’s budget as tax collections 
plummet, hundreds of officials 
and employees, including the gov-
ernor, are still slated to see salary 
hikes.

The disconnect is attributable 
to years-old, stand-alone statutory 
provisions that dictate pay increas-
es in at least 16 categories, offi-
cials say.

Besides Lee, a Republican who 
would see a $4,600 increase to 
his current $198,780 annual sal-
ary , the lengthy 16-category list 
includes Tennessee Attorney Gen-
eral Herbert Slatery, an appointed 
Republican who is getting a $4,500 
boost to the $193,488 he now 
makes, according to the analysis 
done by Senate Democrats.

Hundreds of elected state judg-
es would collectively see $794,900 
in increases. State prosecutors 
and criminal investigators would 
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In its first two months since 
becoming fully operational, 
Mt. Juliet Police Department’s 
Guardian Shield program has 
exceeded expectations.

Guardian Shield, a program 
in which police utilize automat-
ed license plate readers plant-
ed all over the city to monitor 
traffic for hot-listed vehicles, has 
already been used to identify 

suspect vehicles in over 30 cases 
of vehicle burglary and vehicle 
theft. Police applaud the fact that 
the information gleaned from 
the program is complete enough 
for them to identify suspects, 
charge them, and close cases.

Much of the program’s oper-
ational time thus far has coin-
cided with the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Since April, Guardian 
Shield has led to the closure of 
at least 15 different cases. Many 

of these cases were closed by 
arrests that were made during 
the quarantine in fact, and the 
cases aren’t limited to stolen 
vehicles and vehicle break-ins 
but also include missing persons 
and suspects connected to other 
felonies.

In April alone, the program 
led police to track down seven 
stolen cars. While four of them 
were reported stolen in the 
Greater Nashville area, one was 
reported in Kansas City, Missou-
ri, another from Marana, Arizo-

na and a third from Somerset, 
Kentucky.

MJPD Capt. Tyler Chandler 
said Guardian Shield, in con-
junction with investigative work, 
“has been extremely success-
ful in the months that it has 
been fully operational, and we 
are happy with it. The success 
of the program is apparent in 
the amount of discoveries 
and crimes solved because of 
it, which has led to justice and  

License plate readers crack 
over 30 cases in two months
Mt. Juliet program proving to be a success
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The Wilson County Adult High 
School celebrated its largest 
graduating class since opening 
in 1992 on Friday, with 147 stu-
dents receiving diplomas during 
a drive-through ceremony.

WCAH’s Class of 2020 also 
earned a combined $2.3 million 
in scholarships to attend universi-
ties, while others are planning to 
serve in the military.

One of those students is Wil-

liam Dempsey, who came to 
WCAH from a small town in Iowa 
for a second chance at education.

“I’m here because of a series 
of poor decisions on my part, like 
skipping school and not taking 
it seriously,” he said. “It was a 
good experience, and it wasn’t 
a normal classroom setting so 
I didn’t get distracted by other 
students. It’s probably one of the 
best school settings I’ve had, and 
it was really helpful for me.”

Dempsey plans to save up 

some money before going into 
military training, and is also con-
sidering going to trade school for 
mechanics.

“You’ll hear people say that 
school is bad or boring,” he said. 
“But if you put your mind to it 
and don’t slack off you can get so 
much out of it.”

WCAH allows students like 
Dempsey to finish up their edu-
cation within a year and receive 
a Tennessee high school diplo-
ma, as opposed to a high school 
equivalency credential (HSE) or 
GED diploma.

Most students who attend are 

within six credits of graduating, 
and they work with a comput-
er-based program in individual or 
small group settings.

“These are wonderful stu-
dents, but sometimes life got 
in their way and they could not 
achieve something as important 
as a high school diploma,” Prin-
cipal Mary Ashby said. “Because 
they either lost their home they 
were living in, family members 
died, they had to work to support 
families.”

Zoe Blackwell, of Mt. Juliet, 

Wilson County Adult High 
School breaks graduation record 
Class of 2020 earns $2.3M in scholarships 

Camren Bess 
celebrates his 

graduation 
from Wilson 

County Adult 
High School 
atop a truck 

decorated for 
the occasion.

Ethan Steinquest/
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Revenue plunge 
ends pay raises 
for most state 

workers
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While the March 3 tornado’s 
impact on the economy still lin-
gers, officials have kept an esti-
mated 1,000 jobs and counting in 
Wilson County through recovery 
efforts at some of the hardest hit 
areas.

Wilson County’s Joint Econom-
ic and Community Development 
Board helped relocate approxi-
mately 2.2 million square feet of 
industry after the storm, and Wil-
son County Mayor Randall Hutto 
said reconstruction efforts at East-
gate Boulevard could wrap up in 10 
to 12 months.

“I don’t believe we’ve lost any 
of our industries,” JECDB Exec-
utive Director G.C. Hixson said. 
“Especially our larger buildings, 
we haven’t seen them look outside 
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County likely  
to keep large 

industries local 
despite tornado 
Reconstruction projects 
at Eastgate could wrap 

within a year 
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Honor your 2020 graduate and show your
appreciation for them during this time that should

be a special, memorable time in their life.

Say ConGRADulations!
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