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A Mt. Juliet resident was indict-
ed on first-degree murder charges 
Thursday in connection with the 
death of Scotty Ray Damon, a 
Mt. Juliet man who was last seen 
in Lebanon before his body was 
found in the Tennessee River.

Christopher Jerome Wallace, 46, 
faces multiple charges following 
the incident, which took place in 
fall 2017.

According to a release from 
the WCSO, Damon, 40, was last 
seen on Oct. 21, 2017. A fisher-

man found his body on Nov. 3, 
2017 between Benton County and 
Humphreys County in the western 
part of the state, and detec-
tives determined his death 
was a homicide.

Detectives linked Wal-
lace to the case after an 
extended investigation that 
began on Oct. 29, 2017. 
Officials are continuing 
to investigate under the 
assumption that multiple 
suspects were involved in 
Damon’s death.

Lt. Scott Moore said the depart-
ment was unable to release fur-

ther details, including how Wallace 
was connected to Damon’s death. 
No additional suspects have been 

placed in custody as of Fri-
day afternoon.

“The family of Scotty 
Ray Damon deserves clo-
sure into what happened 
to their son, and this is one 
step closer to doing that,” 
Wilson County Sherif f 
Robert Bryan said in the 
release. “We will contin-
ue to investigate further 
involvement until all those 

responsible are accounted for. The 
Damon family has been through 

a lot emotionally with just wanting 
to know what happened to their 
son and we are committed to this 
investigation until it is fully com-
pleted.”

In a previous interview with 
the Lebanon Democrat, Damon’s 
parents described him as a lov-
ing father of three, and a former 
Boy Scout and ROTC cadet who 
enjoyed spending time outdoors. 
He had moved to Mt. Juliet rough-
ly three years before his death to 
strengthen his relationship with 
his sons.

“We know that nothing is going 
to bring him back to us, but it 

would just help to know the person 
or persons who did this met jus-
tice,” his mother Barbara Damon 
said. “It’s not OK to just take some-
one’s life for whatever reason … 
when you take a person’s life, it 
not only takes that person’s life, it 
takes a piece of many other peo-
ple.”

Wallace was indicted on charges 
including first-degree murder, 
first-degree murder perpetration 
of a kidnapping and kidnapping. 
He is currently being held with-
out bond at the Wilson County Jail 
and is slated to appear in court on  
April 3.
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Three attorneys are running for 
the Republican nomination for the 
15th Judicial Dis-
trict’s Division II 
circuit court judge.

The seat has 
been vacated by 
Judge John Woo-
ten Jr., who retired 
at the end of the 
year. The cour t 
handles predom-
inantly civil cases, 
although it also 
handles some crim-
inal matters, most-
ly driving related 
criminal cases.

The winner of 
the March prima-
ry will face Smith 
County attorney 
Branden Bellar in 
the August general 
election. Bellar is 
running as an inde-
pendent.

Longtime Leb-
anon  a t tor ney 
Shawn McBrien, 
59, said his expe-
rience in civil law 
makes him the 
best fit for the position.
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The fifth annual Mardi Gras 
at the Capitol set a new fundrais-
ing record on Friday, bringing in 
more than $110,000 for Sherry’s 
Run.

Attendees sold out the venue 
and took part in auctions, danc-
ing and other activities through-
out the evening. All the proceeds 
they generated will go toward 
financial assistance for local can-
cer patients.

“Everything went great, from 
the energy during the bidding 
until the end of the event,” Sher-
ry’s Run Auction Committee 
Chair Gary Whitaker said. “I had 
multiple people tell me afterward 
they wanted to reserve their table 
for next year, and we’d already 
sold out for this year.”

Whitaker’s late wife is the 
namesake for Sherry’s Run, so 
his involvement dates back to its 
foundation. He has seen the orga-
nization donate to hundreds of 
locals battling cancer, including 
Toni Johnson, Friday’s keynote 
speaker and a breast cancer sur-
vivor.

“Through the fatigue, nausea 
and any other side effect, I will 
forever be thankful for modern 
medicine and Jesus for giving me 
more time on Earth,” she said. 
“When I was first diagnosed, I 
could not believe the amount of 
support from people all over our 
community.”

Sherry’s Run reached out to 
Johnson after her 2017 diagnosis, 
but she was reluctant to accept 
their help.

“I let them know that I would 
rather Sherry’s Run help some-
one that was truly in need,” she 
said. “After all, ‘I’m fine.’ They 
assured me Sherry’s Run wanted 

to help everyone in the commu-
nity, and I finally sent my infor-
mation in. Cancer is so expensive 
… I did not realize it at the time, 
but I needed Sherry’s Run more 
than I knew.”

Johnson appreciated the 
financial assistance, but she also 
looked forward to check-ins from 
Sherry’s Run Patient Assistance 
Director Alisa Eakes.

“Knowing the community is 
helping them gives patients a 
lot of comfort,” Eakes said. “We 
can help them with payments 
on rent, medical copays and pre-
scriptions, utility bills, gas assis-
tance, groceries … cancer often 
prevents people from working 
and treatment is expensive, so it 
makes a big difference.”

According to Eakes, Sher-
ry’s Run gave assistance to 74 
patients in January. The organi-
zation focuses on Wilson County 
patients but also provides aid in 
neighboring communities.

“Over the last five years, we’ve 
spent more than $1.2 million on 
things like utilities, gas, groceries 
and medical bills,” Whitaker said. 
“Sherry’s Run’s sole purpose is 
to assist families battling cancer. 
There are a lot of organizations 
and money working toward find-

ing a cure, so we decided to focus 
on providing comfort for those 
fighting It now.”

That ef for t has grown to 
involve partners from across the 
county representing numerous 
groups and organizations. Julie 
Miller-Wilson of Body Kneads 
Etc. and Lebanon Economic 
Development Director Sarah 
Haston helmed this year’s Mardi 
Gras fundraiser.

“This is my second year as 
chair, Miller-Wilson said. “I have 
an amazing team that helps me 
and I can’t give enough credit to 
the community. It’s always been 
a great event … one of the things 
we’ve done differently is switch 
to a plated dinner instead of a buf-
fet.”

Ed Riley of Two Fat Men 
Catering and Mo’Cara Restaurant 
provided the meal for the eve-
ning, an extension of his years 
of service to Sherry’s Run. The 
Low Country Boil, which eventu-
ally grew into Mardi Gras at the 
Capitol, was first hosted at Riley’s 
home in the early 2000s.

“We started in my backyard 
with a bucket,” he said, adding 
that he became invested in the 
cause after his niece was diag-
nosed with cancer. “It evolved 

over the years, so we started 
giving all the money to Sherry’s 
Run and moved from my yard to 
about 400 feet of land.”

Students from Lebanon High 
School and Wilson Central High 
School also joined up with Riley 
to help cater as part of their vol-
unteer hours for the Tennessee 
Promise scholarship.

“Some of them actually come 
back and work for us after these 
events,” he said. “It’s a good 
opportunity for them to get 
some hours in, and they have a 
good time.”

Another recent addition to the 
event is Amber Hurdle’s emcee 
role. The professional speaker 
returned to the stage the second 
time this year, but she was also 
involved with the Low Country 
Boil.

“We have so many nonprofit 
organizations in the communi-
ty, and lots of people who attend 
functions like these,” she said. 
“But with this one in particular, 
people are very committed to it. 
When I look across the room I 
get chills, really, thinking of how 
every day I get to be a part of a 
community that cares so much.”

Other community partners 
included Bob and Pam Black, 
who donated the venue, the table 
sponsors and the slate of local 
businesses who donated items to 
the live and silent auctions.

Whitaker said that engage-
ment comes from the number 
of lives affected by cancer each 
year.

“We can’t do it without the 
community,” he said. “If you were 
to look from table to table here, 
you’d see that each one has a 
story to tell and a different Sher-
ry in their lives. They just don’t 
call them Sherry.”
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HOW IS THE MONEY FROM  

MARDI GRAS AT THE CAPITOL SPENT?
All proceeds from Mardi Gras at the Capitol are donated to Sherry’s Run 

and used to provide financial assistance to local cancer patients. Here’s a 
look at how that money has been spent over the past five years:

• Utility bills — $365,646
• Gas and groceries — $297,059
• Housing payments — $264,263
• Medical bills — $275,028
Those figures represent assistance to more than 700 families, by Sherry’s 

Run’s estimate. The organization also distributes thousands of colon cancer 
screening kits locally.
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The man challenging incum-
bent Wilson County Assessor of 
Property Stephen 
Goodall  in the 
Republican pri-
mar y says local 
taxing entities are 
missing out on 
revenue because 
of problems in the 
office.

Char les  Lee -
man, who spent 
34 years working 
for the state Divi-
sion of Property 
A s s e s s m e n t s , 
said,  “A lot of 
a d d i t i o n s  a r e 
being done that 
are not part of the 
tax rolls.”

G o o d a l l  d i d 
not return multiple phone calls 
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Y O U R V O T E M A T T E R S
Getting to know your

Commissioner also matters.

If you live in District 17 and you

want to get to know me before

casting your vote to keep me,

please call for a quick interview.
District 17 Commissioner

615-444-4333
“Paid for by Fund to Elect Joe Ali - Scott McCormick, Treasurer
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