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WASHINGTON — Lawyers 
for Donald Trump on Monday 
blasted the impeachment case 
against him as an act of “politi-
cal theater” and accused House 
Democrats on the eve of the for-
mer president’s trial of exploit-
ing the chaos and trauma of last 
month’s Capitol riot for their 
party’s gain.

Tr ump’s legal  brief  is  a 
wide-ranging attack on the 
House case, foreshadowing the 

claims his lawyers intend to 
present on the same Senate floor 
that was invaded by rioters on 
Jan. 6. The sharp-tongued tone, 
with accusations that Democrats 
are making “patently absurd” 
arguments and trying to “silence 
a political opponent,” makes 
clear that Trump’s lawyers are 
preparing to challenge both the 
constitutionality of the trial and 
any suggestion that he was to 
blame for the insurrection.

“While never willing to allow 
a ‘good crisis’ to go to waste, 
the Democratic leadership is 
incapable of understanding 
that not everything can always 
be blamed on their political 
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By Mark Bellew/All Hands Fire Photos

A wayward bull, left, spent Saturday night roaming the streets of Mt. Juliet, but by Sunday morning had found comfort with some cows on 
a local farm. According to tweets from the Mt. Juliet Police Department, the bull escaped from a farm on NW Rutland Road around mid-af-
ternoon Saturday. The bull had been spotted in the area of Old Lebanon Dirt Road and East Division Street. “Do not approach. Call if spot-
ted,” the MJPD warned. At update at 8 p.m. from the police said the bull “continues to enjoy his freedom” and has been seen near Mt. Juliet 
Road running down the railroad tracks. A 9:44 a.m. Sunday tweet said the bull had been found on a cattle farm on Tillman Drive, where he 
broke through a fence to join the cows. The bull, described by police has a “hazardous rodeo steer,” traveled about 12 miles before being 
found at the Tillman Family farm.

Not a china shop

BY MIKE ALEXIEFF
MALEXIEFF@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

As the city of Lebanon con-
tinues to work on an updated 
comprehensive plan, Mayor 
Rick Bell has had success find-
ing parts of the document to 
implement immediately.

Bell, who was elected in 
November, has been eager 
to get the city moving on 
addressing planning and zon-
ing issues as growth contin-
ues. Work on the comprehen-
sive plan has been underway 
since 2017, with a consultant 

and citizens participating over 
the years.

In December, Bell appoint-
ed a subcommittee to identi-
fy elements of the plan, which 
as yet to be formally adopted, 
that could be put into practice 
quickly. Last week, the city 
announced its first actions 
related to that work.

Two issues highlighted in a 
city news release are zoning 
and design standards.

“We’ve already identified 

several areas that we can get 
to work on right away, such 
as amending zoning codes,” 
Bel l  said in  the release. 
“Right now, the code allows 
for cer tain business opera-
tions that detract, rather than 
enhance, an area or neighbor-
hood. We can get started on 
fixing those issues without 
waiting for the full compre-
hensive plan to be adopted.”

Mayor Bell wants action on 
comprehensive plan goals
Design standards, zoning 

among subcommittee’s focus

BY NICOLE WINFIELD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — Pope Francis urged governments 
on Monday to use the coronavirus crisis as a 
revolutionary opportunity to create a world 
that is more economically and environmentally 
just — and where basic health care is guaran-
teed for all.

Francis made the appeal in his annual for-
eign policy address to ambassadors accredited 
to the Holy See, an appointment that was post-
poned for two weeks after he suffered a bout 
of sciatica nerve pain that made standing and 
walking difficult.

Francis urged the governments represented 
in the Apostolic Palace to contribute to global 

initiatives to provide vaccines to the poor and 
to use the pandemic to reset what he said was a 
sick economic model that exploits the poor and 
the Earth.

“There is need for a kind of new Copernican 
revolution that can put the economy at the 
service of men and women, not vice versa,” he 
said, referring to the 16th-century paradigm 
shift that stated the sun was at the center of the 
universe, not the Earth.

He said such a revolutionary new economy is 
“one that brings life not death, one that is inclu-
sive and not exclusive, humane and not dehu-
manizing, one that cares for the environment 
and does not despoil it.”

Francis has frequently called for the world 
to use the pandemic as a chance to re-imagine 
a global economy that values people and the 
planet over profits, and one where fraternity 

BY MARILYNN MARCHIONE
AP CHIEF MEDICAL WRITER

Evidence is mounting that hav-
ing COVID-19 may not protect 
against getting infected again 
with some of the new variants. 
People also can get second infec-
tions with earlier versions of the 
coronavirus if they mounted a 
weak defense the first time, new 
research suggests.

How long immunity lasts from 
natural infection is one of the big 
questions in the pandemic. Sci-
entists still think reinfections are 
fairly rare and usually less seri-
ous than initial ones, but recent 
developments around the world 
have raised concerns.

In South Africa, a vaccine 
study found new infections with 
a variant in 2% of people who pre-
viously had an earlier version of 
the virus.

In Brazil, several similar cases 
were documented with a new 
variant there. Researchers are 
exploring whether reinfections 
help explain a recent surge in 
the city of Manaus, where 
three-fourths of residents were 
thought to have been previously 
infected.

In the United States, a study 
found that  10% of  Marine 
recruits who had evidence of 
prior infection and repeatedly 
tested negative before starting 
basic training were later infect-
ed again. That work was done 
before the new variants began 
to spread, said one study leader, 
Dr. Stuart Sealfon of the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai in New York.

“Previous infection does not 
give you a free pass,” he said. 
“A substantial risk of reinfection 
remains.”

Reinfections pose a public 
health concern, not just a per-
sonal one. Even in cases where 
reinfection causes no symptoms 
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