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SPORTS. NOW.
Lebanon girls cruise past 

Wilson Central, 88-53. B1$1

The Lebanon City Council 
voted 5-1 to defer action on a 
project that would see billboards 
advertising the city placed on 
both sides of Interstate 40.

Mayor Bernie Ash is backing 
the project, which he introduced 
at a council work session last 
month. The total cost estimate 
is $26,000 for the first year and 
$24,000 per year afterward.

However, the council largely 
opposed taking a vote because 
contribution from community 
partners is still uncertain. Poten-
tial backers named at the meet-
ing include the Lebanon Wilson 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
county government.

“What I’m wanting to do is 
for the city to pay for one bill-
board and find other donors to 

pay for the second billboard,” 
Ash said. “They’re holding these 
two spaces for us between 109 
and Linwood, but by the time 
we get everything together, they 
may be gone. I’m supposed to let 
them know tomorrow whatever 
(the council) decides on.”

The proposed billboards 
would display the mural locat-
ed on Lebanon’s public square. 
Finance Commissioner Stuart 
Lawson said the account the city 
would use to pay for the project 
has approximately $10,000, and 
that the city’s economic develop-
ment department has additional 
funds for marketing.

“I have a marketing line item 
and an advertising line item,” 
Economic Development Direc-
tor Sarah Haston said. “There’s 
$30,000 total for the year in mar-
keting and $20,000 total for the 

year in advertising. This isn’t 
taking away from our existing 
marketing budget, this is adding 
(funding).”

Ward 5 Councilor Tick Bryan 
said he was willing to invest 
in the billboards because the 
contract period ends after 12 

months, but the remaining coun-
cilors raised concerns about the 
vote.

“To me, there’s no question 
we need to be marketing our 
city,” Ward 4 Councilor Chris 
Crowell said. “I think prob-
ably the only issue, maybe even 

among everybody on the coun-
cil, is just how. Is this the right 
thing, or what message do we 
have even on the billboard? I 
know some thought and effort 
went into the mural.”

Ward 6 Councilor Jeni Lind 
Brinkman noted that the city 
recently finished the bidding 
process for a public relations 
firm and recommended waiting 
for their input on the project.

Other concerns included the 
specifics of economic impact and 
long-term payments.

“I’ve been asked a couple 
times by dif ferent people in 
the community, do we really 
know the economic impact hav-
ing a mural on the intersection 
would be at this point,” Ward 1 
Councilor Joey Carmack said. 
“I also want to know, since this 
is going to be $24,000 a year, 
who is going to be contributing 
and are they going to continue 
to do that? At some point are 
they going to drop off and are 
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Lebanon billboard proposal faces uncertain future
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Council defers action 
amid financial concerns  
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The Lebanon City Council is discussing the possibility of funding two 
billboards on the interstate to market the city, and the current design 
proposal uses the same artwork as the public square’s latest mural. 

A longstanding legal battle 
between Wilson County Schools 
and the city of Mt. Juliet may 
come to an end on Monday.

The school system jointly 
filed a lawsuit against the city 
with the Lebanon Special School 
District in 2014, seeking reim-
bursement for unpaid liquor-by-
the-drink tax revenue, and the 
Wilson County Board of Educa-
tion approved a proposal to set-
tle the matter at its meeting held 
Monday.

“The city of Mt. Juliet will 
give up their right to appeal, and 
if accepted by (the board) and 
approved by the Mt. Juliet City 
Commission next Monday eve-
ning, it will complete this mat-
ter,” Wilson County Schools 
Attorney Mike Jennings said. 
“My suggestion would be that 
if you decide to accept that pro-
posal, you make it contingent on 
the Mt. Juliet City Commission 
acting upon it at their meeting a 
week from tonight, and that your 
money be quoted to you within 
15 days.”

Mt. Juliet’s decision comes 
after Wilson County Election 
Commission Chancellor C.K. 
Smith’s November 2019 rul-
ing that the city pay the dis-
trict $472,660 plus 4.5% inter-
est. Jennings said approximate-
ly 17% of that amount will go 
toward the Lebanon Special 
School District.

The Mt. Juliet City Commis-
sion had previously discussed 
whether that amount should 
have been negotiable, based 
on the argument that the city 
waived fees on the school dis-
trict’s capital projects in city lim-
its for years.

Jennings’ recommendation 
was ultimately approved 5-1, 
with board member Bill Rob-
inson voting against and board 
member Linda Armistead absent 
from the meeting.

The board also discussed the 
potential for rezoning to disrupt 
students involved in school pro-
grams when Green Hill High 
School opens next school year.

Students who will be seniors 
that year have the option to 
remain at their current school, 
but board member Wayne 
McNeese’s motion to include 
juniors was defeated 2-4 (he and 
board member Kimberly McGee 
voted in favor).

“From an athletic standpoint 
or for extracurricular activities 
from band or chorus to drama, 
I’d like to see those students 
have the option to stay at their 
current school,” McNeese said, 
citing feedback Mt. Juliet High 
School Head Football Coach 
Trey Perry gave the board dur-
ing its work session. “Those cur-
rent sophomores, to be juniors, 
if you’re looking at Green Hill 
High School will not have a var-
sity season. That’s one of the 
reasons why (I support this).”

Perry said his concern is that 
with the Tennessee Second-
ary School Athletic Association 
entering a new classification the 
year Green Hill opens, rezoning 
could disrupt efforts to build a 
program. He cited Nolensville 
High School’s 2016 opening as 
a model Green Hill could follow.

“A lot of its students came 
from Ravenwood High School’s 
population,” he said. “I can only 
think of football, but the reason 
they were successful immedi-
ately and continued their suc-
cess because they made sure 
their first year going into a clas-
sification cycle that they played 
junior varsity only (the school as 
a whole only accepted freshmen
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Wilson County Schools 
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Board asks Mt. Juliet 
to act at Monday 

commission meeting

N
ursing students at 
Cumberland University 
now have a new 

opportunity for financial aid 
in the form of the Max & Ann 
Smith Nursing Scholarship.

Rick and Chip Smith of 
Smith Brothers Properties have 
donated $5,000 to the Lebanon 
Wilson Chamber of Commerce, 
and the organization is 
matching that amount to create 
$10,000 in available funds. 
Individual awards will be based 
on need, with a minimum 
of $1,000 to be matched by 
Cumberland University.

The brothers named the 
scholarship in memory of their 
parents:, Max Smith, a local 
businessman and community 
leader, and Ann Smith, a 
mother and wife for 64 years.

“I’ve been in the hospital 
many times before, and I 
know who takes care of me,” 
Rick Smith said. “It’s the 
nurses. My niece Lindsay is a 
nursing graduate, and I know 

money is tight for a lot of 
those students.”

Mary Bess Grif fith, 
the dean of Cumberland 
University’s Jeanette C. 
Rudy School of Nursing, said 
easing that financial burden 
could have widespread 
significance.

“This scholarship allows a
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Awards will 
provide combined 
$10,000 per year 
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Cumberland University announced the Max & Ann Smith Nursing Scholarship on Wednesday, which 
will award a combined $10,000 per year to students entering or continuing their education in the Jea-
nette C. Rudy School of Nursing. From left are Cumberland University President Paul Stumb, Lebanon 
Wilson Chamber of Commerce President Melanie Minter, Rick Smith of Smith Brothers Properties, 
nursing school graduate Lindsay Huddleston, Chip Smith of Smith Brothers Properties and Jeanette 
C. Rudy School of Nursing Dean Mary Bess Griffith.

MAX & ANN SMITH NURSING 

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS
• Recipients must be graduates of a Wilson County school 

entering or continuing upper division nursing

• Minimum ACT score of 20 or SAT score of 1060

• Minimum 3.0 GPA (through either transfer credits or 

Cumberland University credits)

• Students must submit the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA)

• All requested information must be submitted to the Lebanon 

Wilson Chamber of Commerce by 4 p.m. April 17.
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