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Social-media comments about 
potential violence at Lebanon 
High School forced local law 
enforcement to scramble in 
order to investigate.

It was the second time a Wil-
son County high school was 
subjected to threats in the past 
week.

A press release from the Wil-
son County Sherif f ’s Of fice 
(WCSO) indicated that three 
juveniles had been charged for 
their involvement in the incident.

The release repor ted that 
within the past 48 hours, inves-
tigators with the WCSO 
and Lebanon Pol ice 
Depar tment  worked 
together,  a long with 
the school administra-
tion, to quickly identify 
juveniles responsible 
for making threats con-
cerning LHS, in “three 
separate incidents.”

According to Scott 
Moore, the WCSO pub-
lic information of ficer, “In all 
three cases, each was deter-
mined to be non-credible.”

Credible or not, three juve-
niles were ultimately charged 
for their actions that created 
the disturbance. There was 
reportedly no evidence found 
that  any students were in 

immediate danger.
The principal at LHS, Scott 

Wa l te rs ,  r e leased  a 
message early on Fri-
day morning in order 
to update parents about 
the situation.

“Safety is our first pri-
ority, and we will con-
tinue to investigate,” 
Walters said. “I wanted 
you to know that we 
are aware of what is out 
there on social media 

today and that we are on top 
of it.”

Wilson County Schools Pub-
lic Information Of ficer Bar t 
Barker added, “It  can’t  be 
stressed enough for families to 
continue to have conversations 

Lebanon High School subjected to threat
Second threat made 
to a Wilson County 

school this week

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

A spat on social media resulted in a threat of violence being made 
toward a Lebanon High School student. It was the second threat of vio-
lence at a Wilson County school in the past week that required investi-
gation from law enforcement.

Sheriff 
Robert Bryan

The 2021 Wilson County 
Fair-Tennessee State Fair made 
history in so many ways, being 
the first year to add the Tennes-
see State Fair along with hon-
oring hometown heroes while 
celebrating the Year of Beef.

Events and activities were 
entered into competition with 
other fairs from around the 
world to showcase the great fun, 
education and competitions that 
take place at agriculture-based 
fairs.

More than 1,100 entries were 
judged by fair industry profes-
sionals, and awards were pre-
sented during the 2021 virtual 

awards show both on Zoom and 
Facebook Live.

“We are honored to recognize 
organizations exceeding in agri-
culture, communications, com-
petitive exhibits and sponsorship 
at their fair, along with non-fair 
facility usage events,” Brittney 
Harper, IAFE Member Services 
Coordinator, said. “Those receiv-
ing these prestigious awards 

were selected by our panel of 
judges based on their creativity, 
concept development, promo-
tion, innovation and adaptability.”

Winners were selected from 
the membership of the IAFE, 
which has more than 1,800 mem-
bers from around the globe. The 
Wilson County Fair-Tennessee 

Wilson County Fair-Tennessee State Fair receives numerous of IAFE Awards

The Wilson County Fair-Tennessee State Fair was well represented at 
the International Fairs and Expositions annual convention in San Anto-
nio, Texas, by (from left) Helen McPeak, Peggy Clemons, Randall Clem-

ons, Shari Bazydola, Lanah Hale, David Hale and Johnnie Webb.
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An automotive production 
facility in Lebanon informed 
its employees that the doors 
would be closing in a few 
months after being in opera-
tion for more than 60 years. 
For many of  the plant ’s 
approximately 300 workers, 

the future now bears great 
uncertainty.

Throughout the last quar-
ter centur y, Chris Staf ford 
has maintained that he would 
retire from the plant where he 
has worked since high school. 
In 1997, when Staf ford took 
his first job, the facility was 
still called TRW Automotive. A 

corporate acquisition in 2016, 
resulted in a name change, but 
according to Stafford, the core 
remained intact.

“No one ever told us to pre-
pare for this,” Staf ford said. 
“We’ve seen so many people 
retire from here. We figured 
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The Lebanon-based Animal 
Rescue Corps’ mission to pro-
vide emergency rescues for 
communities that lack resourc-
es to address animal abuse 
requires outside volunteer help 
at times.

After the ARC rescued 17 
dogs from a breeding operation 
in Lake County, which is a com-
munity approximately 80 miles 
northeast of Memphis, employ-
ees from the Royal Canin facil-
ity in Lebanon stepped up to 
volunteer.

Royal Canin is a company 
considered to be a leader in 
science-based dog health nutri-

tion. Its team of nutritionists, 
breeders and veterinarians have 
been carving out its place in the 
animal health industry for more 
than 50 years.

The ARC responders found 
a variety of small-breed dogs 
r unning loose and living in 
dilapidated, urine-soaked wood 
and wire pens that were located 
outside in the elements. Two 
young pups, barely two weeks 
old, were found in a chicken 
coop. Meanwhile, another new-
born puppy, only a day or two 
old, was found in respirator y 
distress under a dog house.

According to ARC’s public 
information of ficer, Michael 
Cunningham, “(Due) to the 
lack of veterinary care and the 
unsanitar y, inhumane living 
conditions, the dogs were suf-
fering from a range of medical 
issues.”

Royal Canin employees 
lend hands in rescue

17 dogs rescued from 
West Tennessee home, 

brought to Lebanon

Employees asking ‘what next’ 
after ZF Automotive closure

File photo

On Dec. 3, ZF Automotive informed workers at its Lebanon plant that the doors would be closing within 
a few months. One employee said that it felt like they’d had the rug pulled out from underneath them.
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