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The Lebanon Police Department 
honored one its veteran of ficers 
recently as Travis Rourke was award-
ed the patrol officer of the year rec-
ognition earlier this month during the 
department’s annual Christmas party.

“From a street-level officer stand-
point, he’s ver y detailed about his 
stops and his arrests,” Lebanon Police 
Department Public Information Offi-
cer Lt. P.J. Hardy said. “When he 
makes these stops, he goes through 
all the dif ferent processes that are 
involved, but he’s very astute about 
what he sees. He’s ver y ar ticulate 
about how he manages these kind of 
stops, and he’s very thorough.”

Rourke takes notice of the details of 
situations he’s faced with on the job, 
from the contents of the car, to the 
way individuals inside the vehicle are 
acting.

“He looks into things fur ther,” 
Hardy said. “He’s been able to make 
a lot of really good arrests and find 
wanted people that had active war-
rants on them.”

Rourke has been involved in several 
unique and interesting cases over the 
last year. His handling of those cases 
helped set him apart to be chosen as 
the officer of the year by his peers.

“We had a shooting in town, and the 
suspect was in a particular vehicle,” 

Rourke 
named as 

LPD officer 
of the year

Officers honored during 
annual awards ceremony
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Lebanon Police Department Officer Tra-
vis Rourke (center) was presented with 
the officer of the year award by chief 
Mike Justice (left) and Maj. Koy Lafferty
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A blood donation shor tage 
could disrupt local hospitals’ 
abilities to provide care for 
patients.

Hundreds of blood drives 
across the countr y were can-
celled due to winter storms. 
According to the American Red 
Cross, that caused more than 
6,500 blood and platelet dona-
tions to go uncollected last 
Thursday. A week later, the loss 

in donations hasn’t been replen-
ished.

The Red Cross needs to col-
lect approximately 12,500 blood 
and 3,000 plasma donations 
every day to provide for patients 
undergoing treatment nation-
wide. With the shortage, centers 
like Vanderbilt Wilson County 
Hospital are concerned about 
getting vital supplies.

“As Middle Tennessee’s only 
Level 1 Trauma Center, VUMC 
is the region’s No. 1 user of 

blood and blood products,” 
Director of Community Rela-
tions Traci Pope said. “Addi-
tionally, we care for seriously-ill 
cancer patients and solid organ 
transplant patients who often 
require massive transfusions 
to survive. Any serious disrup-
tion in blood donor patterns can 
impact our ability to care for 
patients.”

Vanderbilt Wilson County 
Hospital’s consumption of blood 
supply is dependent on the 
needs and circumstances of its 
patients as they receive Level 
III trauma care and cancer treat-

ment. Both groups can require 
large transfusions.

“Simply, hospitals cannot pro-
vide the best care for many seri-
ous illnesses and injuries with-
out adequate supplies of blood 
and blood products on hand,” 
Pope said.

The shortages have already 
effected hospitals in the Middle 
Tennessee area this year.

“Earlier this year at Vander-
bilt University Hospital, cir-
cumstances were dire, because 
the Red Cross just didn’t have 

Local hospital concerned about blood shortage
Winter storm limits donations
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The Red Cross needs to collect 
around 12,500 blood and 3,000 
plasma donations every day to 
provide for patients nationwide. 
With around 6,500 uncollected 
donations last Thursday, supplies 
haven’t yet been replenished.
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As time goes by, we look back at the 
events that have taken place and how 
that they have shaped us.

In the looking back, it helps us to bet-
ter be able to move forward, learning 
from the successes and failures that 
have occurred.

We also often have a greater appreci-
ation for the place that we’re currently 
at due to seeing what we’ve been able to 
experience and endure.

So, we hope that you — our readers 
— enjoy our glance back at some of 
the top events that took place in Wilson 
County over the past year. We’ll begin 
in this edition by looking at the months 
of January through March, followed by 
each of the following three months in 
our ensuing three editions.

JANUARY
COVID-19 closes Lebanon  

schools for a week
The Lebanon Special School District 

closed for a week in early January in 
response to the high number of positive 
COVID-19 cases reported after the 2021 
holidays.

Announced on Jan. 4, the schools 
closed until Jan. 10. This was the high-
est seven-day average of new cases in 
the county since March of 2020.

There were 32,000 positive cases 
confirmed at the time of the early 2022 
spike.

Staffing crisis  
significantly impacts WEMA

More than 20 Wilson County Emer-
gency Management Agency (WEMA) 
personnel, mostly paramedics and 
advanced emergency medical techni-
cians, vacated positions over the course 
of 2021.

As a result of the shortages, WEMA 
administration had to get creative to 
improvise coverage in the county’s 
emergency stations. At times, that led to 
some stations being closed as resources 
were consolidated in an attempt to meet 
the demands on the county.

According to the agency director 
(Joey Cooper), 41 individuals are need-
ed for each shift to be considered ful-
ly-staffed. In reality, the shifts were run-
ning at that time with 28 individuals, 
and which included 3-6 weekly overtime 
requests. The county’s 48-hour overtime 
rule means that any additional overtime 
had to be approved by the agency direc-
tor.

Stations in Statesville and Norene 
were closed during periods of time, but 
WEMA Deputy Director and Fire Chief 

Looking back at 2022
Revisiting some of the 
area’s top stories from 

January through March

Craig Harris/Lebanon Democrat

Coles Ferry Elementary and the other schools in the Lebanon Special School District 
were forced to close the doors on the same day that students were to return from their 
holiday break. The district cited a high positivity rate among recipients of COVID-19 
tests as numerous faculty and students reported symptoms.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Wilson County Emergency Management Agency Deputy Director and Fire Chief Jeremy 
Hobbs addressed the county’s EMA committee at the Wilson County Courthouse in early 
January, saying that the committee has a history of hanging the director out to dry.
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REI Co-op is building a distribution center in Lebanon, which is slated to open in the fall 
of 2023.SEE BACK/PAGE A3 SEE ROURKE/PAGE A5

SEE BLOOD/PAGE A5
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