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BY KIMBERLEE KRUESI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NASHVILLE — As their state 
faced one of its toughest months 
of the pandemic, Tennesseans 
watched Gov. Bill Lee’s rare 
primetime address to see whether 
new public restrictions to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus might 
be coming.

It was late December, and the 
state’s hospitals were bursting 
at the seams with virus patients. 
Spiraling caseloads placed Ten-
nessee among the worst states 
in the nation per capita, medical 
experts were warning that the 
health care system could not sur-
vive another coronavirus spike, 
and Lee had been affected person-

ally — his wife had the virus and 
the governor himself was in quar-
antine. If ever there was a junc-
ture to change course, the speech 
seemed like the time and place.

But as he stood before the cam-
era, the businessman-turned-pol-
itician declined to implement rec-
ommendations from the experts, 
instead announcing a soft limit 

on public gatherings while stress-
ing once again that stopping the 
spread of COVID-19 was a matter 
of personal responsibility.

Lee’s decision to stick to his 
approach has dismayed crit-
ics who say the state’s situation 
would not be so dire if he had 
placed more faith in the govern-
ment’s role in keeping people 
safe — criticism he pushes back 
against as he keeps businesses 
open.

The first term governor’s 
response has largely been in step 
with Republican governors in 
other states, including Arizona, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, which along 
with Tennessee have ranked 
among the worst in the country as 
case numbers, deaths and hospi-
talizations increase while the gov-
ernors rebuff calls for new restric-
tions.

Lee faces criticism for approach to virus
Governor defends keeping businesses open

BY WILL WEISSERT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presidential tradi-
tions are usually known for their solemnity 
and carry the weight of future historical 
significance. This one began with cartoon 
turkeys and a reference to lunch.

As he was preparing to leave the White 
House in January 1989, President Ronald 
Reagan wanted to leave a note for his suc-
cessor, George H.W. Bush, and reached 
for a pad emblazoned with a cartoon 
by humorist Sandra Boynton under the 
phrase, “Don’t Let the Turkeys Get You 
Down.” It featured a collection of turkeys 
scaling a prone elephant, the symbol of 
both men’s Republican Party.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The Lebanon Police Department is 
investigating an incident involving a man 
brandishing a gun at the city’s Walmart 
that saw patrons sheltered inside the 
store at approximately 8 p.m. Friday  
evening.

Two suspects have been identified in 
connection with the incident, but their 
names have not been released to the pub-
lic as of Monday.

“Basically, what we have is two Walmart 
patrons unfamiliar with each other get in 

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Local residents aren’t just looking to remem-
ber Martin Luther King Jr. this year, but to live 
out his vision for unity.

The Wilson County Black History Commit-
tee held its 9th Annual MLK Unity March and 
Motorcade this Saturday with that in mind 
despite the nation’s turbulent social climate.

“This is a unity march,” WCBHC President 
Mary Harris said. “I’m an older woman, I’ve 
seen both sides of this street and I think it’s 
time for us to come together.”

Community members heard that call and 
turned out by the dozens to support the march, 
whether on foot or by car.

“I’ve been here just about every year since 
it started,” Baird’s Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church Pastor Raymond Burns said. “It’s to 
remember the accomplishments we as a peo-
ple have made and promote unity by coming 
together to accomplish a goal God set forth.”

Lebanon marches on to honor MLK

Wilson County Black History Committee continues 9-year tradition 

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

The community comes together for the Wilson County Black History Committee’s 9th Annual MLK Unity March and Motorcade on 
Saturday in Lebanon.

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Unity March participants carry signs and balloons in red, black and green to 
honor both African heritage and Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy.
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Comprehensive Cancer Care
Now available in the heart of Wilson County

Comprehensive, personalized care. Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center at Wilson County

offers expertise in your specific cancer, the very latest pinpoint precision radiation technology,

a team approach for comprehensive treatment planning, and the convenience of getting

leading cancer care close to home. VanderbiltWilsonCountyHospital.com/Cancer-Care

Medical Oncology: (615) 936-8422 | Radiation Oncology: (615) 443-6006

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center at Wilson County is an outpatient department of Vanderbilt University Medical Center.
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