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The local business community 
celebrated Thursday night as the 
Lebanon Wilson County Cham-
ber of Commerce held its annual 
awards dinner.

Nearly 400 people filled the hall 
at the Wilson County Expo Cen-
ter, with outgoing chamber board 
chair Necole Bell passing the 
gavel to Greg Butler and numer-
ous awards being presented.

“When I stood up here in 2019, 
I talked about the things I want-
ed to accomplish, that I wanted 
the chamber to do and grow,” Bell 

said. “So we could gain new mem-
bers and to show the value of the 
membership you hold and have 
held for years.”

Among the accomplishments 
Bell cited was improved market-
ing and communications, includ-
ing a revamped website that saw 

106,000 visitors in 2019, of which 
60% were from out of the county.

“People are looking at us and 
seeing what we’re doing,” she said.

The chamber also made strides 
in addressing the serious work-
force problem in the county, Bell 
said.

“We have heard the cries of 
many voices in our industries that 
we have — our business leaders 
in Wilson County — we know we 
have a shortage of a skilled work-
force,” she said.

The chamber is working, in 
partnership with government, 
education and industry, to create 
a full-time workforce development 
position. Working with county 
government, a grant has been 
secured, and principal and CEO 
Jeff Peterson’s Novamet Specialty 
Products Corp. has made a finan-
cial commitment, Bell said.

Other successes included the 

Taste of Wilson County and the 
event featuring University of 
Tennessee athletic director Phil  
Fulmer.

“In encourage you to get out 
there and share your experience, 
share that your chamber is nour-
ishing relationships, building a 
sense of hometown by offering 
family-friendly, community build-
ing events throughout the year,” 
Bell said. “Share that we are mak-
ing a difference in education, small 
business, health care, nonprofit, 
government, industry and more. 
Share that community still matters 
to us and we are working to make 
Lebanon and Wilson County a 
great place to live, work and play.”

Butler outlined his goals for 
2020 as incoming chairman, and 
completing the creation of the 
workforce development post was 

Chamber emphasizes workforce development
Awards given 

out during 
annual dinner
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Outgoing Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of Commerce chair Necole 
Bell, right, passed the gavel to Greg Butler during Thursday’s annual 
dinner and awards ceremony.
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P
assionate singing, 
thundering drums 
and dramatic readings 

were just a few of the ways 
the community expressed 
themselves during 
Cumberland University’s 
fourth annual “A Wrinkle 
In Time” event Thursday in 
Baird Chapel.

AFRO, a student 
organization, has hosted the 

event since its inception as 
a way to celebrate African 
American icons and engage 
the campus on issues from 
police brutality to black on 
black crime in the U.S.

“This year, my agenda 
for this program was to 
highlight all the hardships 
African Americans go 
through these days instead 
of focusing on the history,” 
AFRO’s president Shaquillra 
Taylor said. “We have a lot 
of problems going on now, 

and learning the history 
is significant but knowing 
what’s going on right now and 
acknowledging those things 
is big.”

Mt. Juliet Chief of Police 
James Hambrick and 
Sandhill Church of Christ 
member Veronica Hoskin, of 
LaVergne, were among the 
guest speakers brought in to 
touch on those issues.

“I wrestled with myself 
about talking about it 
because I’m a product of 

black on black crime,” 
Hoskin said. “My son 
was murdered, and I 
wanted to talk about how 
heartbreaking it was the day 
that I found out. But instead, 
I want to talk about some 
of the things that cause 
black on black crime in our 
communities.”

Hoskin sees education 
inside and outside the home 
as the best way to prevent 
violence, particularly when it 

A Wrinkle In Time

Cumberland celebrates Black History Month with fellowship
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Members of Cumberland University’s AFRO join hands as Rhema Brinkley performs at the close of the organization’s fourth annual “A 
Wrinkle in Time” event, held Thursday at Baird Chapel.
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Mt. Juliet commissioners unan-
imously approved a resolution to 
hedge against the state’s so-far 
unsuccessful fight to control its role 
in President Donald Trump’s con-
tinuance of the refugee resettlement 
program.

In light of the state’s inability thus 
far to secure federal funding for ref-
ugee resettlement or stop refugees 
from being relocated to Tennessee in 
the first place, the Mt. Juliet Board of 
Commissioners took the initiative to 
pass a resolution of non-consent on 
Feb. 10 with little to no discussion. 
It aims to preemptively absolve Mt. 
Juliet of any responsibility to partici-
pate in the federal resettlement pro-
gram.

The resolution explains based on 
U.S. State Department reports that 
Mt. Juliet has been a recipient of ref-
ugees in the past as a result of the 
resettlement program. As of Dec. 18, 
2019, Gov. Bill Lee has submitted a 
letter of consent to the State Depart-
ment, and that letter makes no excep-
tions for non-consent counties.

The resolution argues, howev-
er, that Gov. Lee’s consent letter 
contradicts Executive Order 13888, 
which is the order that makes 
it possible for individual states to 
refuse to accept refugees. Lee’s 
letter consents to accepting refu-
gees at any time all year, yet Order 
13888 and its corresponding fund-
ing notice only require refugees to 
be taken during a period from June 
1 to Sept. 30.

Because of this contradiction 
between Lee’s letter and the terms of 

Mt. Juliet  
hedges against 

lawsuit 
opposing 
refugees
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A local primar y and a 
proposed sales tax hike 
are possible factors driving 
a large increase in early 
voting this year compared 
with 2016, the last presi-
dential election year.

“We’ve had a good turn-
out, way ahead of where 
were were in 2016,” said 
Phillip Warren, Wilson 
County administrator of 

elections. “The Republi-
can county primar y and 
the sales tax referendum 
would be reasons to see an 
increase.”

As of the end of Feb. 
19, 2,484 Republicans and 
1,143 Democrats had cast 
ballots. That compares to 
2,068 and 655, respectively, 
four years ago.

The large slate of candi-
dates for the Democratic 
presidential nomination 
may be contributing to the 

uptick in blue voters, War-
ren said.

On the local Republican 
ballot are three contested 
races.

For the District 17 seat 
on the Wilson County 
Commission,  appoint -
ed incumbent Joe Ali is 
being challenged by James 
“Rusty” Keith.

For 15th Judicial Dis-
trict Division II circuit 
cour t judge, there is a 
three-way race between 
Lebanon attorney Shawn 
McBrien, Smith County 
General Sessions Judge 

Turnout strong in Wilson County early voting, officials say
Local GOP races, sales  

tax referendum on ballot

Richard and Val-
erie Heronemus, 
of Lebanon, sign 

in to vote 
Wednesday 
during early  

voting at the Wil-
son County  

Election Commis-
sion office,  

203 E. Main St.  
in Lebanon.  

Helping them 
are, from left, poll 

workers Patsy 
Sanders, Marga-

ret Garrett and 
Lynn Winfree.

Mike Alexieff/ 
Lebanon Democrat

SEE VOTING/PAGE T8

SEE REFUGEES/PAGE T8

SEE CHAMBER/PAGE T8

SEE WRINKLE/PAGE T8

http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=T8&uuid=08d26af7-5e24-5cf7-bff3-7e71f81e6f33
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=T8&uuid=08d26af7-5e24-5cf7-bff3-7e71f81e6f33
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=T8&uuid=08d26af7-5e24-5cf7-bff3-7e71f81e6f33
http://lebanondemocrat.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=T8&uuid=08d26af7-5e24-5cf7-bff3-7e71f81e6f33

