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The Wilson County Fair, a signature 
event that draws more than 500,000 peo-
ple to Lebanon every summer, has been 
canceled because of the coronavirus.

In addition to visitors who come for 

the food, music, exhibits and carnival, 
thousands participate — raising animals 
for the livestock shows, growing flowers, 
vegetables and crops to be judged, paint-
ing, quilting and photography, and pag-
eants for all ages. And hundreds volun-
teer to help run the massive undertaking.

Friday, longtime fair President Randall 
Clemons declined to comment on what 
factors led to the decision to cancel the 
event, saying that a news release issued 
Thursday would be the fair’s only com-
ment.

In that release, Clemons is quoted as 

saying: “The impact of the fair’s cancel-
lation will be felt far beyond the loss of 
our annual celebration. We are heart-
broken for the effect this has had on all 
businesses, family farms, adult and youth 
competitors and exhibitors and sponsors 
who rely on the income and exposure the 
Wilson County Fair brings to them.”

In recent weeks the fair board has sur-
veyed its volunteers and sought guidance 
from the state, the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and others.

“It became clear that not having the 
traditional Wilson County Fair was the 

responsible decision,” the news release 
stated.

The fair was scheduled for Aug. 13-22 
this year.

Ruth Correll, the Wilson County direc-
tor and agriculture agent with the UT 
Extension office, said, “We’re very disap-
pointed that it had to be done, but we cer-
tainly understand why it had to be done.”

She said the “volunteers all agreed we 
really shouldn’t do it under these health 
conditions.”

Wilson County Fair canceled due to pandemic
Annual event  

draws hundreds of 
thousands to Lebanon

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation announced its latest 
round of winners on Wednesday, and 
two students from Wilson County 
Schools made the cut.

Charles “Nor th” 
Hopper, of Lebanon 
High School, will 
attend Vanderbilt 
University to study 
biochemistry, while 
Navaneeth Shibu, of 
Wilson Central High 
School, will attend 
the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham 
to study immunology.

NMSC estimates 
that its winners rep-
resent less than 1% 
of the initial pool of 
entrants, so the two 
are part of a small 
group of Tennessee 
students selected. 
Both of them sat 
down with the Democrat to discuss 
their career goals and next steps.

CHARLES “NORTH” HOPPER
Lebanon High School

Hopper discovered a passion for 
biochemistry after taking biotech 
courses at Lebanon High School, and 
hopes to break new ground through 
lab work after college. He will receive 
$5,000 a year through the NMS pro-
gram to help reach that goal.

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

F
amilies from in and 
around Lebanon are 
making a splash in the 

Jimmy Floyd Family Center’s 
outdoor pool since it reopened 
on Thursday, and aquatics 
manager Alex Major expects an 
even bigger weekend.

“I would say it’s been tame 
so far, but we had a mid-week 
opening,” he said. “I’m 
expecting a very busy Saturday, 
and I’ve been told several 
neighborhood pools are closed 
so we have a lot of families 
planning to come out this 
weekend.”

The pool is also drawing 
people from out of town in 
search of some fun in the 
sun, like Savanna Watkins of 
Hendersonville.

“I’m really thankful to have 
somewhere outdoors to bring 
my kids,” she said. “We’ve been 
coming out here for six years 
and enjoyed it every summer.”

Watkins also brought her 
friend Talisa Hampton, a 
first-timer at the Jimmy Floyd 
pool.

“I think it’s amazing,” 

Hampton said. “It’s a cool place 
to be, and I’m glad it’s open. I 
live in Nashville and none of the 
pools have opened out there 
yet.”

While Nashville has among 
the state’s largest COVID-19 
case counts, Wilson County’s is 
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Grayson Meier takes a run through the sprinklers at the Jimmy Floyd Family Center’s outdoor pool, 
which reopened Thursday under new COVID-19 safety guidelines.
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BY DAVID LERMAN
CQ-ROLL CALL

WASHINGTON — Some top Repub-
licans see more reasons to pump 
the brakes on ef forts to pass another 
multi-trillion-dollar pandemic relief pack-
age after Friday’s surprisingly positive 

jobs numbers.
The Labor Department’s report of a 

modest decline in the unemployment rate 
to 13.3% in May — instead of a rise to 
Depression-era levels many economists 
had been expecting — gave Republicans 
fresh ammunition to move slowly on a 

new aid package or at least scale back its 
scope.

“The jobs report underscores why Con-
gress should take a thoughtful approach 
and not rush to pass expensive legislation 
paid for with more debt before gaining 
a better understanding of the economic 
condition of the country,” said Michael 

GOP renews ‘go slow’ approach  
on coronavirus aid after jobs report
Trump says he still wants another ‘stimulus’ package
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