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Hospitals will soon have to share price 
information they have long kept obscured 
— including how big a discount they offer 
cash-paying patients and rates negotiated 
with insurers — under a rule finalized Fri-
day by the Trump administration.

In a companion proposal, the admin-

istration announced it is also planning 
to require health insurers to spell out 
beforehand for all services just how much 
patients may owe for out-of-pocket costs 
for all services. That measure is now open 
for public comment.

“What is more clear and sensible than 
Americans knowing what their care is 
going to cost before going to the doctor?” 

said Joe Grogan, director of the White 
House Domestic Policy Council.

The hospital rule is slated to go into 
effect in January 2021. But it is controver-
sial and likely to face court challenges.

It is part of an ef fort by the Trump 
administration to increase price trans-
parency in hopes of lowering health care 
costs on everything from hospital services 
to prescription drugs.
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Under new rule, hospitals will have 
to share information on pricing

BY JULIE APPLEBY
KAISER HEALTH NEWS

Bicentennial celebrations 
are set to continue into the holi-
day season as the community 
prepares for the 2019 Lebanon 
Christmas Parade.

This year’s theme is “A Home-
town Christmas: Lebanon Cel-
ebrating 200 Years,” and floats 
reflecting that history will take to 
the streets at 2 p.m. on Dec. 1.

“The Chamber worked with 
the Bicentennial Committee and 
Lebanon this year to make a deci-
sion on the parade becoming a 
part of the bicentennial,” Lebanon 
Wilson County Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO Mela-
nie Minter said. “This particular 
theme was chosen so everyone 
involved in the community could 
decide a particular timeframe  
they wanted to represent with 
their float.”
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Christmas 
Parade set 
to close out 
bicentennial 

on Dec. 1
BY ETHAN STEINQUEST

ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Mt. Juliet signed closing doc-
uments for the land on which 
the city will finally build the 
North Mt. Juliet fire station.

The city purchased 2.3 acres 
from the Wilson County School 
District, directly adjacent to land 
already plotted for Green Hill 
High School. Wilson County 
Schools is using the latter to 
develop a much needed high 
school for North Mt. Juliet due 
to crowding as the city contin-
ues to grow, but growth has also 
contributed to fire safety being 
a concern of increasing signifi-
cance.

Anticipating as much, City 
Commissioner Ray Justice 
began working to secure this 
new fire station three years ago. 
His work has finally produced 
results as it’s in his district that  
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Mt. Juliet 
closes on 
land for 

new firehall
BY CEDRIC DENT JR.

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Cracker Barrel unveiled the 
first of a potential slate of proj-
ects using salvaged materials 
from the original 1969 Lebanon 
store at its main office on Mon-
day.

The “Tiny Home Away from 
Home,” a 269-square-foot rec-
reation of a Cracker Barrel, will 
travel across the U.S. for event 
appearances and is partially 
built from reclaimed wood used 
in the franchise’s first location.

“There was not a lot that 
could be salvaged, but what we 
could carefully salvage we had 
plans for,” Director of Corpo-
rate Communications Janella 
Escobar said. “It’s our 50th 
anniversary, our building is not 
able to withstand the ability 
to serve people and welcome 
people now, so what can we do 
that’s special that takes us from 
50 and beyond? And that was 
this.”

Wilson County was previ-
ously involved in an effort to 
restore the original Cracker 
Barrel as par t of Fiddlers 
Grove Historical Village. How-
ever, Cracker Barrel invested 
$120,000 to reclaim the building 
after determining that its poor 
condition would drive up costs 

too high to finish the project.
Other salvaged materials 

from the original building may 
be used to build a museum con-

nected to a Cracker Barrel in 
Lebanon, craft employee rec-
ognition awards and work on 
franchise’s home office, accord-

ing to a company statement 
released in August.
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Cracker Barrel marks 50 years 
with ‘Tiny Home Away from Home’

BY ETHAN STEINQUEST
ESTEINQUEST@LEBANONDEMOCRAT.COM

Miniature store 
uses wood from 
franchise’s first 

location in 
Lebanon

Photos by Ethan Steinquest • Lebanon Democrat

Cracker Barrel unveils the “Tiny Home Away from Home,” a structure meant to travel the country and 
represent the franchise at various events, at its main office in Lebanon on Monday.

Community members and Cracker Barrel employees celebrate the unveiling of the “Tiny Home Away 
from Home” display with a ribbon-cutting on Monday at the franchise’s main office in Lebanon.
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