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SPORTS. NOW.
CU wins squeaker over Thomas 

More to move to 2-0. B175 cents

The 16th annual Sherry’s Run 
on Saturday drew over 3,500 par-
ticipants and raised more than 
$271,000 to help those suffering 
from cancer, according to a news 
release.

The Sherry’s Run 5K Run/
Walk is the largest fundraiser 
of the year for the Sherry’s Run 
organization, which provides 
financial assistance, spiritual and 
emotional support for families in 
Wilson County and surrounding 
communities who are battling a 
cancer diagnosis and treatment.

This year’s event was in honor 
of Todd and Diane Smith. Todd 
and Diane are longtime support-
ers of the Sherry’s Run organi-
zation. Todd manages the Sonic 
restaurant on West Main Street in 
Lebanon and Diane manages the 
Sonic location in Carthage. Todd 
and Diane are an inspiration with 
their positive attitudes and faith 
in God as they have both faced 
battles with cancer.

The 2019 Sherr y’s Run 5K 
was in memory of Geoff Sadler. 
Geoff and Heather clung to their 
faith throughout Geoff ’s battle 
with cancer. Geoff lost his earthly  
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Sherry’s Run raises more than $271,000

STAFF REPORT

More than 3,500  
take part in event

Photo by Joshua Hicks/Special to the Democrat

Runners, walkers and supporters gather at the starting line on West Main Street in Lebanon for the 16th annual Sherry’s Run 5K Run/Walk on Saturday.

The first Celebrate Mt. Juliet 
Day came and went Saturday 
without a hitch, auguring well for 
next year with a robust turnout 
and bustling activity.

Organized by multiple depart-
ments, including Parks and Rec-
reation as well as the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee, 
Celebrate Mt. Juliet Day brought 
what newly appointed Commis-
sioner Jennifer Milele estimated 
to be around a couple hundred 
people to Charlie Daniels Park 
over the course of the late morn-
ing and early afternoon.

Milele set up her own booth 
for her constituents to enter into a 
drawing to win a small prize after 
she’d served as one of the judges 
for an auto show that featured sev-
eral classic cars, many of which 
were for sale on the lawn of the 
park.

Turnout was as good as orga-
nizers could hope to see in light 
of several other competing events 
occurring at the same time. 
Chiefly, Sherry’s Run, a annual 
fundraiser in Lebanon that, fell on 
the same Saturday.

Celebrate Mt. Juliet Day activi-
ties began early in the morn-
ing with Walk, Run and Roll, an 
annual event that had been suf-
fering a decline in participation 
in recent years. This year, BPAC 
merged it with Celebrate Mt. 
Juliet Day, starting at about 8 a.m. 
with cyclists, walkers and jog-
gers. It was important to BPAC 
that Walk, Run and Roll not be 
seen as competing with Sherry’s 

Run, and it fielded several partici-
pants, among whom were Com-
missioner Art Giles and City Man-
ager Kenny Martin, despite also 
coinciding with Bike Ride Across 
Tennessee.

A large draw for turnout was 
the live concert that stretched 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on a stage 
set up in a field on the western 
side of the park. Commissioner 
Ray Justice and his band, Cedar 
Creek, led the concert with sev-
eral notable classics like “Sweet 
Home Alabama” and “Rocky Top” 
before the stage featured Grammy 
Award-winning, ‘90s sensation, 
Little Texas.

Festivities yielded most of their 
crowds to the seats in front of the 
stage once Little Texas began 
their performance. They played 
several of their best known hit 
singles, including “My Love” and 
“Some Guys Have All the Love,” 
which placed No. 1 and No. 8 
respectively on the Billboard 
Country charts.

The concert also provided 
background music for other 
events like an all-too-popular 
dunking booth set up near the ten-
nis courts. Citizens threw balls 
at a target to drop the likes of 
Vice Mayor James Maness, City 
Recorder Sheila Luckett, Deputy 
Police Chief Michael Mullins and 
Fire Chief Jamie Luffman.

They took donations at the 
booth, raising money to offset 
funeral expenses for Anthony 
Hodges, a young, Public Works 
employee who lost a child shortly 
after birth. Hodges and his wife 
didn’t attend the festivities, but 
other city employees saw fit to 
gather donations and offer their 
private prayers for the grieving 
family.

The Republican Women of Mt. 
Juliet were also set up at a pago-
da south of the stage to attract 
recruits from among new citizens 
who may have recently moved to  
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First Celebrate Mt. Juliet Day a success

BY CEDRIC DENT JR.
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Several hundred 
attend the event at 

Charlie Daniels Park
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Mt. Juliet Fire Chief Jamie Luffman comes up for air in the dunking booth 
during Saturday’s Celebrate Mt. Juliet Day at Charlie Daniels Park.

Steve Brown eased him-
self onto the table, careful 
not to irritate his back, an 
uncomfortable pain he has 
lived with for years. Leaning 
forward slightly, the 52-year-
old gazed over the top of his 
black-frame glasses at a sight 
that had become unfamiliar in 
the past decade: a doctor.

For  12  years ,  Brown 
worked in a textile factory, 
a good-paying job, he said. 
When he was a younger 

man, the stiffness in his back 
and minor pains in his body 
at the end of a shift would be 
gone by the next morning. 
As he got older, he stopped 
recovering.

Around seven years ago, 
his back pain stopped him 
from working. He is still 
working on getting disabil-
ity benefits, Brown said. With 
the loss of his job came a loss 
of medical insurance.

“I knew it wouldn’t do any 
good to set up appointments 
with doctors without health 
insurance, so I [resigned] 
myself to the fact that I would 
just have to go without medi-
cal care,” Brown said.
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Access to medical care is 

hard for rural uninsured

BY WYATT MASSEY
CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

Mobile clinic 
offers help to 

underserved areas

BAGHDAD — The fires 
raging in Saudi Arabia’s 
Abqaiq oil processing plant 
could por tend a larger, 
regionwide conflagration 
between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia, analysts worry.

What first appeared on Sat-
urday to be a series of con-
tained fires caused by drone 
attacks for which Yemen’s 
Iran-backed Houthi move-
ment claimed responsibility, 
swiftly turned out to be a dev-
astating blow cutting some 

5.7 million barrels per day of 
production at Aramco, Saudi 
Arabia’s flagship oil company.

And what quickly followed 
that was a war of words from 
Washington, in which sev-
eral Trump administration 
officials placed the blame on 
Iran, without supplying evi-
dence. In a Sunday evening 
Tweet that did not specifi-
cally mention Iran, President 
Donald Trump wrote, “There 
is reason to believe that we 
know the culprit, are locked  
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Iran dismisses accusations 
over Saudi oil site attacks

BY NABIH BULOS
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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