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A 240-unit apartment complex 
in the Lebanon Marketplace 
development is set to begin con-
struction this month, with the 
first units projected to be avail-
able by December.

The Lebanon Planning Com-
mission approved the location 

in March 2019, with final staf f 

approval granted in December 

2019. SR Residential Partners 

LLC is currently securing build-

ing permits.

“I think having an apartment 

complex at that location is going 

to be a good thing for the city,” 

Lebanon Mayor Bernie Ash 

said. “It won’t affect single-family 

homes, it’s a good location and I 
think it’s going to bring retail in. 
It’s a win-win situation for Leba-
non.”

SR Residential par tner Ben 
Schaedle said units will have one 
to three bedrooms and several 
amenities. Pricing estimates are 
not yet available.

“This will be a class A multi-
family community,” he said. 
“We’ll have a resort style pool, 
lounge area, a large clubhouse, 
grills and a dog park with  

washing facilities.”
As part of Lebanon Market-

place, the currently unnamed 
project will join Home Depot, 
Chili’s, Wilson County Motors 
and Twice Daily’s. The lot also 
includes approximately 76,000 
square feet of potential retail 
space, according to site develop-
er SouthStar’s website.

“This is going to be located 
west of the airport and north of 
Home Depot,” city planner Seth 
Harrison said. “It will have eight 

residential buildings and one 

leasing office/club house.”

The project coincides with 

continued growth in Wilson 

County, particularly as it relates 

to Nashville.

“As the greater Nashville 

entr yway continues to grow 

and push out, we see this as an 

opportunity,” Schaedle said. “We 

hope to of fer an alternative to 

higher-priced units in downtown 

Nashville.”

240 apartment units headed to Lebanon Marketplace
First openings expected by December 
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E
ighth grader Max Taylor has 
a lifelong passion for music 
and dreams of drumming for 

Lebanon High School’s marching 
band. Seven-year-old Derek Law-
son first picked up a pair of sticks 
in October as a fun emotional out-
let.

One might not expect to find the 
two in the same ensemble, but both 
children are pushing their craft 
forward as part of Scholar Drum 
Academy and have shared the 
stage at several community events.

Lataka and DeMarcus Foster 
founded SDA last fall and work 
with children ages 7-17 twice 
a week. The only expenses are 
for uniforms, and the two are 
working to establish the group as a 
nonprofit organization.

“DeMarcus comes from music, 
and he was in the band as a 
teenager,” Lataka Foster said. 
“He realized there was a lack of 

diversity in programs for children 
here, meaning if you weren’t an 
athletic type there weren’t as many 
outlets for you.”

The group sets itself apart from 
the school district’s marching 
bands with a focus on music rooted 
in HBCUs (historically black 
colleges and universities), which 
could give music students a leg up 
if they end up applying to one later 
in life.

However, SDA’s main focus is on 
promoting academics and motivation 
through music. Many experience 
levels and career goals are 
represented among the students.

“I hadn’t played before,” Lawson 
said. “But it feels good how you 
can just play the drums and play 
your feelings out. If you’re sad, you 
can play the drums and get all the 
wiggles out.”

Lawson doesn’t see himself as 
a career musician, but he enjoys 
getting better week by week 
and showing the results to the 
community.

“Sometimes we get to go out 
and play for other people at a 
basketball game or at Cumberland 
University,” he said. “It’s really 
cool to get to do that and see all the 
people enjoying our music.”

For the younger students, that 
music involves keeping a steady 
rhythm and cadence, while the 
older children learn the more 
intricate beats and help mentor the 
others.

“I’ve never really seen myself 
as a leader, but recently Mr. 
DeMarcus has been putting me in a 
leadership role and I’m starting to 
enjoy helping,” Taylor said. “Being 
here has really pushed me.”

Taylor has seen himself grow 
in many other ways since joining 
SDA, including as a musician, 
student and person.

“My sister passed away in 2017,” 
he said. “I was having a rough time 
and keeping a lot of things to myself 
before coming here, but I’ve never 
opened up so much of myself as I 

M A R C H I N G  T O  A

Drum academy looks to build achievement, values

Ethan Steinquest/Lebanon Democrat

Scholar Drum Academy students Rodgerick Searcy, left, Landen Hunnicut and Derek Lawson run through rhythmic exer-
cises during a practice session at the Lebanon Civic League.
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Susann Williams and her son were strug-
gling to find a place in the Wilson County com-
munity after he was diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder.

The daily challenges the 7-year-old faces 
between ASD and his hearing loss made it hard 
to find common ground with other families, but 
that all changed when Williams found a sup-
port group on Facebook about a year ago.

“Even though I’ve never met many of these 
parents, I know them,” she said. “I know the 
apprehension they feel trying to navigate a trip 
to the local grocery store and the joy they feel 
when their child or children attend an indoor 
playground without the fear of being knocked 
down or treated poorly. This group has given 
me a community.” More than 1,000 parents like 
Williams are part of the Middle TN Disability 
Resources & Support page. Members discuss 
everything from insurance and therapies to 
play dates and events as they work to build bet-
ter lives for their children.

“Raising a child with disabilities is challeng-
ing,” Wilson County resident and group mem-
ber Yadira Calderon said. “It takes a lot of work 
to achieve quality of life. This group fulfills our 
needs, from comfort and support to detailed 
information on services needed to keep help-
ing our kids. In this era of information over-
load, this group streamlines what is useful.”

Those parents were able to come together 
thanks to Nashville resident Amy Chanin, who 
created the group last year.

“It only has 1,100 members, but it’s a tight 
knit group and we help each other,” she said. 
“It’s a judgment free zone, parents are able to 
express their frustrations and ask about vari-
ous topics. Lots of people give helpful advice 
and share resources. Even if we help one fami-
ly, that’s all that matters.”

Chanin is familiar with the struggles disabil-
ity brings, from raising her 6-year-old son with 
ASD to her own experience as a deaf woman, 
but that didn’t stop things from feeling over-
whelming.

“When Vanderbilt diagnosed Ethan with 
autism, they gave me a big packet and sent 
us off,” she said. “I was told my son needed 
occupational therapy, speech, feeding therapy, 
applied behavioral analysis, social skills class-
es, early intervention and more. It was a lot to 

Support groups  
a way forward 
for parents of 

disabled children
Resources, play dates  

and more offered 
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Car burglaries continue 
to plague Mt. Juliet with 
two neighborhoods report-
ing break-ins over the 
weekend, but police point 
out that the rate of occur-
rence is decreasing.

In total, six unlocked 
vehicle reports were pro-
cessed Feb. 21, prompt-
ing MJPD to disseminate 
aler ts to Mt. Juliet resi-
dents all weekend about 
locking their cars. The 

reports came from two sub-
divisions, Windtree Trace 
and Nichols Vale, and they 
mentioned stolen valuables 
including two handguns, a 
laptop and a wallet.

Residents of Mt. Juliet 
have grown accustomed to 
seeing alerts from MJPD 
about these kinds of crimes 
in recent years, and car 
burglars would appear to 
have been targeting Mt. 
Juliet in particular a decade 
ago. From 2010 to 2019, 
Mt. Juliet’s burglary inci-
dence has actually been 
cut by more than half — an 
approximate 56% decline so 
far.

MJPD Capt. Tyler Chan-
dler attributes this to “a 
team effort of community 

members, elected officials 
and law enforcement. We 
all continue to work togeth-
er to ensure [Mt. Juliet] 
remains safe. Thankful-
ly, we’ve seen a 20% drop 
(2018 to 2019) in car bur-
glary due to this collabo-
rative effort. Car burglar-
ies continue to trend low, 
although we’ve had some 
recent burglaries in the 
recent days.”

Par t of the problem, 
though, is that arrestees for 
car burglaries thus far have 
been predominately from 
other cities in Middle Ten-
nessee, and they often drive 
stolen cars into the city in 
the first place, which makes 
them a bit more difficult to 
track if incident reports lag 

or if the suspects are just 
quick enough.

They enter the city, pick 
a neighborhood, and break 
into cars parked outside. 
The latest method law 
enforcement has employed 
to deal with this problem 
comes by way of automated 
license plate readers. A new 
program now aims to pro-
liferate the technology all 
over the city to help catch 
perpetrators even more 
consistently.

“Car burglar y is the 
main crime that led to our 
investment in our Guardian 
Shield program, which is 
in process,” Chandler said. 
“Right now, there is just one 
test ALPR location up, but 
the installation of the rest 

should begin this week. 
All 37 locations should be 
active by May.”

Guardian Shield will use 
ALPRs to recognize and 
track hot-listed vehicles as 
they enter and navigate the 
Mt. Juliet area. Stolen cars 
like the ones commonly 
driven by the car burglars 
in Mt. Juliet to date are 
often already on hot lists, 
having been reported sto-
len in other cities. This is 
expected to cut down on car 
burglaries even more and 
deter further criminal activ-
ity of this kind.

Chandler also feels that 
while MJPD has been 
largely successful in driv-
ing down car burglary inci-
dence in recent years, that 

the amount of alerts they 
disseminate on the sub-
ject can sometimes make 
it seem like the rate isn’t 
decreasing as much, but he 
still considers the alerts to 
be effective and, therefore, 
too worthwhile to cut just 
for appearances.

“Our department is very 
active in our communica-
tion to our community, 
which we feel is import-
ant in limiting our crime,” 
Chandler said. “The public 
is aware of what is occur-
ring so they can take 
steps to protect them-
selves through crime pre-
vention like locking your 
car, removing valuables 
and reporting suspicious  
activity.”

Car burglaries spark questions about Mt. Juliet crime response 
Rate of crime  

on 10-year 
downward trend
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