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The vir tual open house 
for Lebanon’s 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan closed Monday, 
and the community feedback 
could help reshape the docu-
ment when it goes before the 
city’s planning commission 
this month.

“Transit is one of the things 
we’ve gotten, and I’ve gotten 
some feedback that indicates 
that the planning commission’s 
going to want the objective and 
goals to be more concrete,” 
Lebanon Planning Director 
Paul Corder said. “But a lot of 
it’s just been comments and 
clarifications that people have 
been looking at.”

Roughly 387 people had 
vis i ted the vir tual  open 
house as of Monday, and 
the planning depar tment 
received a number of survey 
responses, emails and phone 
calls throughout the month. 
Six people answered the 
sur vey itself, while others 
emailed or called the plan-
ning department.

“For comparison, if  we 
had an open house in per-
son we probably would have 
gotten 80 at the most,” Cord-
er said. “It looks like people 

were sticking around for 10 
minutes or so on the site.”

Public transit and local 
b u s i n e s s  g r o w t h  w e r e 
among the priorities those 
who answered the open 
house sur vey listed, which 
Corder said is consistent 
with public input dating 
back to 2019. The coun-
ty received more than 200 
responses to other surveys 
conducted throughout that 
year.

Residents want more transit, 
local business in Lebanon’s future 

2040 Comprehensive Plan  
wraps up virtual open house 
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NEW YORK — Within President 
Donald Trump’s campaign, some pri-
vately feared the worst heading into the 
national conventions.

They worried a strong showing by 
Democrat Joe Biden, combined with 
an underwhelming performance by 
Trump, would lock in the certainty of a 
blowout loss that would essentially end 
the election by September.

But as the candidates move beyond 
trouble-free conventions and into the 
final phase of the 2020 election sea-
son, both sides acknowledge the con-
test is tightening. And after months 
of running an almost entirely virtual 
campaign because of the pandemic, 
Biden has decided to launch a new 
phase of in-person events to help blunt 
any Trump gains.

“This campaign has always known 
that it’s going to be a close race, it’s 
going to be a tough race,” Biden’s 
senior adviser Anita Dunn said, noting 
that no Democratic presidential candi-
date since 1964 has earned more than 
52.9% of the vote.

She added: “It’s a polarized nation and 
we expect this kind of tightening.”

That leaves Democrats and Republi-
cans preparing for a 64-day sprint to the 
finish that is widely expected to be one 
of the most turbulent and chaotic peri-
ods in modern American history.

Each side cast the other as an exis-
tential threat to America’s future as they 
offered voters starkly different versions 
of reality over the last two weeks of 
carefully scripted conventions.

Democrats attacked Trump as an 
incompetent racist with autocratic ten-
dencies who is failing to protect the 
nation from the pandemic as he active-
ly undermines democracy. Republi-
cans largely ignored the pandemic 
while attacking Joe Biden as a senile 
lifetime politician controlled by his 
party’s far-left wing and incapable of 
protecting suburban voters from mobs 
of protesters.

“America doesn’t feel like one coun-
try with all the chaos and division,” for-
mer Democratic presidential contender 
Pete Buttigieg said in an interview.

“We should be ready for literally any-
thing in the next couple months,” he 
said. “2020 isn’t done serving up shocks 
and surprises.”

Rarely have such dire variables 
loomed over the closing weeks of an 
election.

A pandemic that has already killed 
180,000 Americans shows little sign 
of slowing. A scuffling economy has 
pushed 28 million onto the unemploy-
ment rolls with tens of thousands of 
businesses feared permanently closed. 
Continued police violence against 
unarmed Black people has sparked 
sweeping civil rights protests and new 
incidents of protest-related violence on 
the streets.

Uncertainty 
dominates 
campaign’s 
final stretch
Presidential race tightens  
between Trump, Biden
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Global Vision Bible Church 
in Mt. Juliet continues to face 
controversy for inviting polit-
ical consultant Roger Stone, 
who was convicted last year 
following the investigation into 
Russian election interference, 
to speak during its Sunday 
service.

Stone’s appearance was 
billed as a testimony about 
recommitting himself as a 
Christian, but many from Mt. 

Juliet and its neighboring 
communities saw the event 
as more akin to a campaign 
rally — which the Internal 
Revenue Code bans churches 
from hosting because of their 
tax-exempt status.

“Our sherif f ’s department 
just sent me a text a minute 
ago,” Pastor Greg Locke 
told hundreds of attendees 
during the service, many of 
whom traveled from out of 
state. 

Global Vision under fire for Stone appearance
Sunday event billed as testimony, but  
opponents say it was a campaign rally

Matt Masters/Lebanon Democrat

Global Vision Bible Church’s congregation cheers following a speech from veteran Republican political consultant Roger Stone, right, 
who Pastor Greg Locke invited to share testimony during Sunday’s church service.

Matt Masters/Lebanon Democrat

Global Vision Bible Church Pastor Greg Locke baptizes churchgo-
ers on Sunday following Roger Stone’s testimony.
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A s  t h e  S u m m e r  o f 
COVID draws to a close, 
many exper ts fear an 
even bleaker fall and sug-
gest that American fam-
ilies should star t plan-
ning for Thanksgiving by 
Zoom.

Because of the many 

u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  p u b l i c 
health scientists say it’s 
easier to forecast the 
weather on Thanksgiv-
ing Day than to predict 
how the U.S. coronavi-
r us crisis will play out 
this autumn. But school 
reopenings, holiday travel 
and more indoor activity 
because of colder weath-

er could all separately 
increase transmission of 
the virus and combine in 
ways that could multiply 
the threat, they say.

Here’s one way it could 
go: As more schools open 
for in-person instruction 
and more college stu-
dents return to campus-
es, small clusters of cases 

could widen into out -
breaks in late September. 
Public fatigue over mask 
rules and other restric-
tions could stymie efforts 
to slow these infections.

A few weeks later, wid-
ening outbreaks could 
star t to strain hospitals. 
If a bad flu season peaks 
in October, as happened 

in 2009, the pressure on 
the health care system 
could result in higher 
daily death tolls from the 
coronavirus. Dr. Rober t 
Redfield, director of the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, has 
said that scenario is his 
biggest fear.

One cer tainty is that 

the vir us wil l  st i l l  be 
around, said Jarad Niemi, 
a  d i s e a s e - m o d e l i n g 
expert at Iowa State Uni-
versity.

“We wil l  not have a 
vaccine yet and we will 
not have enough infect-
ed individuals for herd 
immunity to be helpful,” 
Niemi said.

Health officials warn of fall COVID surges as people stay indoors
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