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T
hey don’t call it the 
Volunteer State for 
nothing, and the Wilson 

County Fair — Tennessee State 
Fair is no exception.

Helen McPeak is the 
executive director for 
Wilson County Promotions, 
the nonprofit organization 
responsible for putting on the 
fair each year, and she said 
it simply could not happen 
without the tireless effort of the 
fair’s 1,600 volunteers.

Joe Holbrook is one such 
volunteer. He’s actually been 
associated with the fair even 
longer than Wilson County 
Promotions.

Holbrook oversees the 

motorsports arena on the 
fairgrounds and all the events 
that take place on the dirt 

course, such as the demolition 
derby and the various tractor 
pulls.

On Friday, Holbrook said, 
“It’s not like coming in and just 
setting up a tent. We have a 
different event out here every 
night.”

After each event, Holbrook 
said the arena has to be 
repaired for the event 
scheduled to take place the next 
day. “With all the rain, it can 
sometimes be a problem, but 
we’ve been able to have most of 
the events we scheduled.”

While certain volunteers 
are assigned to different 
committees around the 
grounds, Holbrook said 
everyone assists where they 
can. “If someone isn’t busy, 
they’ll come over and ask how 
they can help out.”

“To make this happen 
and happen on time, it takes 
everyone working together. It’s 
an effort between everyone on 
the ground.”

A FOND ‘FAIR’-WELL
Volunteers make 
state’s largest such 

event run smoothly

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

Volunteers Calvin Word, left, of Lebanon, and Myron Dobson of Mt. 
Juliet load a bag of trash onto a trailer Thursday in preparation for 
the Wilson County Fair — Tennessee State Fair to open later that 
day.

Chandler Inions/Lebanon Democrat

This year’s Wilson County Fair — Tennessee State Fair has been dogged by rainy weather, with scenes like Tuesday’s sunset over the carni-
val midway rare. The fair ends its 2021 run tonight. Exhibits close at 10 p.m. and the rides at midnight. Visit www.wilsoncountyfair.net for 
more information.
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For the first time ever, stu-
dents from the Tennessee Col-
lege of Applied Technology 
Hartsville campus have won 
medals at the SkillsUSA Nation-
al Leadership and Skills Confer-
ence.

Kenton Smith of Castilian 

Spr ings  took 
home a  gold 
medal  in  his 
c o m p e t i t i o n , 
related techni-
cal math. Smith 
studies machine 
tool technology 
at TCAT and is 
currently doing 
an internship in 
Mt. Juliet at DESTACO, work-
ing in the machining field of the 
engineering department. His 
instructor William Butrum said, 
“Kenton is an excellent student 
and we are very proud of his 

a c c o m p l i s h -
ment.”

L e b a n o n ’ s 
Amber  Over -
street took home 
a silver medal 
in the customer 
service competi-
tion. Overstreet 
is a student in 
TCAT’s admin-

istrative office technology pro-
gram.

Overstreet said Thursday, “It 
is a blessing to be recognized 
on a national level. I honestly 
went into the results just thank-

ing God and my peers and fam-
ily I had gotten as far as being a 
top-10 finalist.”

She said when her name was 
called that she couldn’t believe 
it. “I was overjoyed and com-
pletely shocked that I got sec-
ond place.”

For Overstreet, the recogni-
tion felt like the culmination of 
a lot of hard work. “I feel like 
four months of customer ser-
vice training definitely paid off,” 
she said. “I was able to put that 
training and hard work into real 
world experiences.”

TCAT students place at national competition
Smith wins gold, 
Overstreet takes 

home silver

Amber 
Overstreet

Kenton  
Smith
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The Mt. Juliet Planning Com-
mission gave a positive recom-
mendation to Velocity Motors’ 
preliminary master development 
plan Thursday. The matter now 
goes to the Mt. Juliet Board of 
Commissioners.

Velocity Motors is described 
as a by-appointment only, fully 
enclosed auto dealership for 
high-end luxur y and exotic 
cars located. It will be located 
on Northwest Rutland Road and 
will feature a 50,000-square-foot 
building with a showroom, a 
parts and services center, and 
an auto spa on the first floor, and 
an open-air patio on the second 
floor.

C.J. Murrell, managing part-
ner for 615 Design Group, a 
Smyrna-based civil engineer-
ing group and Velocity Motors’ 
developer, said Velocity want-
ed their dealership to be in a 
secluded location. He said Veloc-
ity has outgrown its current 
location in Nashville and wants 
to move its headquarters to Mt. 
Juliet.

He said there will not be any 
test driving around NW Rutland 
Road.

“Most of the people that 
are purchasing these vehicles 
already know what they want 
when they get there,” said Mur-
rell.

MJ planning 
panel OKs 
high-end 

auto 
dealership
Residents seek 

fencing, blasting 
assurances
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The Wilson County Board of 
Zoning Appeals approved plans 
for a bed and breakfast facility 
in Lebanon during its meeting 
Thursday, but denied a commer-
cial operation’s continuance in a 
residentially zoned district.

The Damelyn Rose Farm-
house will feature a 3-bedroom, 
2-bathroom floor plan and will 
be located on a 31-acre tract on 
Gwynn Lane, par t of the Cir-
cle S Farms also known as the 
Graves-Wright Farm. According 
to the Circle S Farms’ website, 
the farm has been run by the 
same family since before the 
Civil War.

Appeals 
board 

approves 
B&B at Circle 

S Farms
Panel denies tree service 

company’s appeal 
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