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DEATH NOTICES

Vincent D. Walker, Jr., 57, 
formerly of Kittanning

Ford City resident 
charged with homicide
By DENNIS PHILLIPS
Associate Editor

A Ford City resident 
is being charged with 
murder (homicide) of the 
fi rst degree after an al-
leged incident in Burrell 
Township on Oct. 27.

Police say the suspect, 
Mitchell John Hepler, 
33, is also facing addi-

tional charges, including 
fi rst-degree felony rob-
bery-infl ict serious bodily 
injury; fi rst-degree felony 
robbery-threat immediate 
serious injury; fi rst-degree 
aggravated assault-at-
tempts to cause serious 
bodily injury or causes 
injury with extreme indif-
ference; fi rst-degree bur-
glary-overnight accom-

modations; person present; 
second-degree felony rob-
bery-infl ict threat im-
mediate bodily injury; 
second-degree felony 
criminal trespass-breaking 
into structure. Addition-
al charges include sec-
ond-degree felony theft by 
unlawful taking-moveable 
property; third-degree fel-
ony burglary-overnight 

accommodations; per-
son present, bodily injury 
crime; fi rst-degree misde-
meanor theft by unlawful 
taking-moveable property; 
and third-degree misde-
meanor defi ant trespass 
actual communication to 
(disorderly conduct and 
loitering and prowling at 
night time).

The suspect, Mitchell John Hepler, 33, also faces 10 additional charges

By ANNE CLOONAN
Staff Reporter

At the A.J. Myers and 
Valley Lines bus compa-
nies, owners, secretaries and 
mechanics with their CDL 
licenses are driving buses 
many days to make up for a 
lack of school bus drivers at 
those companies.

During a recent interview 
with the Leader Times, James 

Myers of A.J. Myers & Sons, 
Inc., noted the lack of people 
applying for work has creat-
ed a desperate situation.

“We can’t get employees 
... we can’t get drivers,” he 
said this week.

Bill Clepper of Valley 
Lines said it has been a tough 
thing to recruit school bus 
drivers for the last 30 to 40 
years.

Local bus company 
owners outline 

conditions creating 
fi nancial hardship

Diffi culty in recruiting and retaining bus 
drivers is a major problem, they said

FOR THE LEADER TIMES

Progressive Wood Works, 
a local business operated 
by the Progressive Work-
shop of Armstrong County 
(PWAC) that produces and 
sells hand-crafted wooden 
products including cutting 
boards, charcuterie boards, 
coasters, trivets, and seasonal 
decorations, will be running 
a special discount throughout 
the month of December.

Progressive Wood Works 
sells wooden stakes, fi re-
wood, and its crafted prod-
ucts to local community 
members and through online 
orders that can be shipped 
anywhere in the continental 
United States.

During the month of De-
cember until Christmas, all 

online orders through Pro-
gressive Wood Works except 
for e-gift cards are eligible to 
receive a 10% discount.

To place an order, visit: 
pwacprogressivewoodworks.
com.

Trainees who work for 
Progressive Wood Works 
receive vocational rehabili-
tation training while earning 
above minimum wage.

Staff members who are 
employed to work for Pro-
gressive Wood Works spend 
time individually with each 
trainee in the woodshop to 
safely show them how to 
handle raw materials, use 
tools and equipment, and 
participate in each phase of 
the crafting process from 
start to fi nish.

December Discount 
at PWAC Progressive 

Wood Works
PWAC sale ongoing from Black Friday 

through Cyber Monday 

County commissioners help 
complete 1K-turkey giveaway

Submitted

Armstrong County Commissioners Don Myers (far left), Pat Fabian (center) and Ja-
son Renshaw this week distributed some of what were 1,000 total turkeys, as part 
of the inaugural County of Armstrong Community Turkey Drive, at the Leechburg 
First United Methodist Church in the borough.

East 
Franklin 

Township 
adopts 
2023 

budget with 
no tax hike

By A.J. PANIAN
Managing Editor

Residents of East Franklin 
Township will face no real 
estate tax increase in keeping 
with the 2023 general fund 
budget adopted this week by 
the municipality’s board of 
supervisors.

Action to approve the 
spending plan, which carries 
a millage rate of 5.75 mills, 
was followed by the board’s 
move to adopt the township’s 
sewage operating fund, with 
no increase in sewage rates 
for Adrian, Cowansville, Tar-
rtown and Fox Hollow.

Supervisors detail 
latest plans for making 

intersection safer
On the heels of a recent 

analysis of the safety of the 
U.S. Route 422 and Glade 
Run Road intersection in 
the township, supervisors 
offered details on offi cial de-
terminations made that were 
included in a report complet-
ed by a third-party entity, as a 
result of the study.

“Increased signage, not 
only signage, but a lot big-
ger signage. They’re going 
to paint arrows on the road 
for turning (slowly) one 
way or the other. (They’re 
also talking about) using the 
(Pennsylvania) State Police 
to site down there to try to 
catch speeders, LED lights. 
They suggested putting 
brighter LED lights there, 
the lights there now aren’t 
as bright,” Supervisor Board 
Vice Chairman Dan Golding-
er said. 

By BILL BLOSE
For The Leader Times

When it comes to her 
efforts toward building a 
bright future, one could say 
Olivia Fennell has just the 
right touch — in the salon, 
as a student and in life.

Olivia’s professional as-
pirations in cosmetology, 
along with her superlative 
status in the classroom and 
beyond, made her the selec-
tion as the recipient of the 
fi fth Leader Times-Rosebud 
Mining Co. “Teen of the 
Week” award.

A senior at Lenape Tech-
nical School (LTS), Olivia is 
the daughter of Brent Fen-
nell (father), Regan Weight 
(mother) and Steve Weight 
(step-father). She was nomi-
nated by LTS counselor Lau-

ren Reilly.
Olivia is already a license 

cosmetologist, as she’s met 
all of the requirements and 
passed her state boards.

Typically, students don’t 
take their state boards to try 
to earn their cosmetology li-
cense until spring of their se-
nior year. Olivia also partici-

pated in the local skills USA 
competition last year for nail 
care where she earned third 

place.

Lenape 
Technical 

School’s Olivia 
Fennell is 

chosen as the 
recipient of the 

fi fth Leader 
Times-Rosebud 

Mining Co. 
‘Teen of the 
Week’ award
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School buses are shown at A.J. Myers & Sons, Inc., in 
Kittanning Township. Local bus companies are hav-
ing signifi cant trouble recruiting school bus drivers, 
as well as making ends meet with increasing diesel, 
parts and tire prices.
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