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DEATH NOTICES

Russell L. (Russ/Rusty/Pappy) 
Baptiste, 65, of Shelocta

and Village Fuel Center

SHOP ’n SAVESHOP SHOP SHOP ’n ’n ’n ’n ’n SAVESAVESAVESAVESAVESAVESAVESHOP SHOP ’n ’n SAVESAVESAVE
Franklin Village

Find us on Facebook at Shop ‘n Save at Franklin Village

Ground Fresh Several Times A Day.

Value Pack, 3 lbs or More

75% Lean 
Ground Beef

$2.29/lb.

U.S.D.A. Choice Beef,

Sold As Roast Only

Angus Boneless
Chuck Shoulder Roast

$3.99/lb.

The Leader Times will close its offi ce at 1 p.m. today 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. The offi ce will reopen at 
8:30 a.m. Friday, Nov. 25.

LEADER TIMES 
OFFICE TO CLOSE FOR 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

By ANNE CLOONAN
Staff Reporter

At this week’s meeting of the 
Parks Township board of super-
visors, members voted to have 
a Pennsylvania Dept. of Com-
munity and Economic Devel-
opment (DCED) study done on 
the feasibility of Parks Town-
ship joining a regional police 
department with Leechburg.

Supervisors’ Vice Chairman 
Mary Ralston said offi cials 
from Parks Township, North 
Apollo, Apollo and Kiskimin-
etas Township were invited to 
a meeting with Leechburg of-
fi cials on Nov. 9 about the pos-
sibility of forming a new, joint 
regional police department 

with Leechburg.
Offi cials from Parks Town-

ship, North Apollo and Leech-
burg attended the Nov. 9 meet-
ing, she said, but offi cials from 
Kiskiminetas Township and 
Apollo did not.

“They asked if anyone was 
interested in having a study 
done,” Mrs. Ralston said during 
the meeting Monday night. 
“We were asked if we were 
interested in joining a regional 
police department.”

After the DCED study is 
done, there is no obligation for 
the township to join a regional 
police department, “and we can 
walk away,” she said.

Parks Township 
receives queries from 

both Leechburg, 
Southern Armstrong 

Regional Police Dept. 

See PARKS on Page A2

By PATRICK CLOONAN
For The Leader Times

Indiana-based First Com-
monwealth Financial Corpo-
ration recently announced that 
it had received all regulatory 
approvals, federal and state, 
required to complete the pre-
viously announced merger of 
Centric Financial Corporation 
of suburban Harrisburg with 
and into FCFC and the merger 
of Centric Bank with and into 
First Commonwealth Bank.

Approvals have come from 
the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation and the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Banking 
and Securities. In addition, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland has granted First 
Commonwealth a waiver of 
its merger application require-
ments.

A spokesman for First Com-
monwealth said the comple-
tion of the merger remains sub-
ject to the approval of Centric 
shareholders and is expected 
to occur in the fi rst quarter of 
2023.

In September, FCFC and 
Centric, based in Hampden 
Township, Cumberland Coun-
ty, jointly announced the sign-
ing of a defi nitive agreement 
and plan for the merger.

It is a move that will bring 
FCFC and First Common-
wealth Bank into suburban 
Philadelphia, as well as the 
urban metropolitan areas along 
the lower Susquehanna River 
in south-central and southeast-
ern Pennsylvania.

“We are genuinely excited 
about the opportunities that 
our combined organizations 
can create,” FCFC President 
and CEO T. Michael Price said 
in September. “We have long 
admired the job that Centric’s 
CEO, Patti Husic, and the Cen-
tric team have done creating an 
extraordinary culture, growing 
their organization and serving 
their clients.”

The two fi nancial institu-
tions said it would be an all-
stock transaction valued at ap-
proximately $16.20 per share, 
or approximately $144 million 
in the aggregate, based upon 
the preceding 10-day volume 
weighted average closing 
stock price of First Common-
wealth as of Aug. 29.

As announced in Septem-
ber,Centric shareholders will 
be entitled to receive a fi xed 
exchange ratio of 1.09 shares 
of First Commonwealth com-
mon stock for each Centric 
common share.

FCFC announces 
steps toward merger 

are complete

See MERGER on Page A3

Crowds formed on Market Street to enjoy the festiv-
ities.

The Armstrong County Courthouse was lit up for the 
holiday-themed event, with its red/green cupola on 
display.

Photos: Bill Blose | For The Leader Times

At the recently held Festivities in the Streets event in Kittanning Borough, which was organized by Kittanning 
Hometown Holiday Events (KHHE), Inc., the winner of the Best Decorated business was Sassy Soul Boutique. 
Pictured (from left) are KHHE, Inc., board members Nathan Donsen and Justin Brown; Michele Younkins, the 
business’ owner; Tricia Bramlet, the business’ assistant manager; and fellow KHHE, Inc., board member Josh 
Starr.

Festivities in the Streets event welcomes 
holiday crowds to Kittanning

Submitted

Salvation Army recently conducted its turkey distribution to many Armstrong County families, in conjunction 
with Sprankle’s Neighborhood Market and the Rotary Club of Kittanning. Pictured are representatives from 
Sprankle’s, the Kittanning Rotary Club, as well as the Kittanning Salvation Army Corps.

Salvation Army donates turkeys 
to Armstrong County families

FOR THE LEADER TIMES
GREENSBURG — 

“The Accent On-Air: The 
Symbols of Christmas,” 
premieres at 11:30 a.m. 
on WTAE-TV Channel 4 
on Nov. 27 and Dec. 4.

The staff of the Cath-
olic Accent explores 
the popular symbols of 
Christmas, including St. 

Nicholas, one of the most 
recognizable figures in 
the world.

In this episode, Monsi-
gnor Raymond E. Riffle, 
Vicar General of the Di-
ocese of Greensburg, and 
Rector at Blessed Sac-
rament Cathedral Parish 
in Greensburg will teach 
about the generosity of 

St. Nicholas and how his 
good works are an imita-
tion of Jesus.

Also, Bishop Larry J. 
Kulick will share his pas-
sion for the St. Nicho-
las-inspired art designed 
by Pipka Ulvilden.

Bishop Kulick will 
also talk about his visit 
to the Vatican, his audi-

ence with Pope Francis 
and the importance of the 
gift of the Eucharist.

Viewers will also learn 
about the meaning be-
hind the Christmas deco-
rations in your home; the 
wreath, Christmas tree 
and luminary lights are 
all steeped in symbolism.

‘The Accent on Air: The Symbols 
of Christmas’ airs this weekend

See ACCENT on Page A2


