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SAWDUST STORIES

By Patti See

Special to the Leader-Telegram

My father lived at 617 Hard-
ing St. in Chippewa Falls since 
1953, the year he and my mother 
bought an unfinished two-story 
house. When he died in April at 
age 93 he left behind about five 
tons of relics, including three 
floors of furniture from 10 de-
cades, 120 bud vases, 200 plus 
8-tracks, vintage Jim Beam 
decanters, a sauerkraut crock 
and 1,000 Amoco Christmas 
plates still in their original 
packaging.

Ten days before Dad 
died, he asked me, “You 
won’t get a dumpster, 
will you?” He teared up. 
Dying was inevitable; 
his real sadness came 
from leaving his house 

and his things.
I teased, “The only reason 

we’d get one is because it would 
be so fun for me to dig your 
stuff out of it.” My parents were 
collectors who filled every 
inch of every room. Their kids 
run the gamut from border-
line-hoarders like a few of my 
five sisters and me to neatniks 
like my two brothers.

Dad taught me to dumpster 
dive. Neither of us could ever 
drive past any “FREE” sign or 
even just items at the curb. I 
currently have 10 mismatched 
dining chairs in my garage, part 
of my personal mission to keep 
perfectly good pieces out of the 
landfill even if I have no plan for 
them.

Dad was an “American pick-
er” — long before there was a 
TV series — at auctions in his 

younger years and at thrift sales 
his last 25 years. He once got 
a great deal on 10 pairs of his 
dead neighbor’s underwear. My 
standards are a bit higher.

In “What Happens to Your 
Stuff When You Die?” Shane 
Cashman writes about his 
experiences working for an 
estate appraiser: “You learn a 
lot about a dead man rifling 
through his house — lifting his 
furniture, clearing his walls, go-
ing through his closets, finding 
out which psalms are dog-eared 
in his Bible — searching for 
anything that might be worth 
selling at auction. It feels like 
trespassing.” Cashman laments 
that he clears out homes of the 
dead until there is no trace of 
them.

Everything must go

Patti  

See

By Ryan Patterson

Leader Telegram Staff

Melissa Bellovary didn’t expect her 
business to begin this well. It entailed 
a new line of work, and many un-
knowns existed.

Through the first six months, 
though, sales have exceeded her 
hopes. Bellovary owns Your CBD 
Store, part of a nationwide chain and 
growing field of businesses that have 
products aimed toward people dealing 
with anxiety, pain and inflammation.

CBD, short for cannabidiol, comes 
from the cannabis plant and is sold 
in a variety of forms at multiple Eau 
Claire stores. Local offerings include 
topical creams, oils, water solubles, 
ingestible gummies and several types 

of drinks.
People must be 18 or older to 

purchase CBD. Stores like Your CBD 
opened recently due to the Agricul-
ture Improvement Act of 2018 that 

descheduled some cannabis products 
and allowed for more commercializa-
tion of hemp, another strain of can-
nabis that can be consumed or used 
to produce items like concrete, wood 
and rope.

At shops in Eau Claire, many cus-
tomers are older adults in search of 
pain relief. Evolution Hemp general 
manager Jesse Bates said about 70% of 
the customers are age 60 and above. 
Karin Kirchner, wellness buyer at 
Just Local Food Cooperative, said the 
vast majority of customers are 40 and 
over, with nearly half of them being 
60 and older.

Sellers can offer different catego-
ries of CBD products. Broad spec-
trum means a product contains zero 
THC — the ingredient in cannabis 
that produces a “high” feeling — 
while full spectrum means an item 
has more than zero but less than 
0.3% THC.

Growing industry?

CBD stores see strong 
demand, potential for 

expansion

Staff photos by Dan Reiland

Melissa Bellovary, owner of Your CBD Store in Eau Claire on Friday. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Your CBD Store in Eau Claire on Friday.
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By JEFFREY COLLINS

Associated Press

WILMINGTON, N.C. — 
After triggering tornadoes in 
South Carolina, Hurricane 
Dorian was closing in for 
a possible direct hit Friday 
on North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks, a string of low-lying 
islands, even as it weakened 
to a Category 1 storm.

On Ocracoke Island, near 
the southern end of the 
200-mile-long string of bar-
rier islands and spits, about 
500 of the 1,000 residents 
have stuck around to face 
the storm, said Ann Warner, 
the owner of Howard’s Pub 
on the island.

“The boats are tied down. 
Yards are cleaned up. Busi-
nesses are closed. People are 
hunkered down,” Warner 
said by phone Thursday.

The ferries stopped 
service on Wednesday, she 
noted.

“It’s too late to leave,” 
Warner said. “If you want to 
change your mind, it’s too 
late. We’re on our own.”

Further north, Virginia 
was also in harm’s way, and 
a round of evacuations was 
ordered there.

N.Carolina 
residents 
brace for 
Dorian

September 7 & 8
NorthernWI State Fairgrounds

Chippewa Falls,Wisconsin
Saturday 9 am - 6 pm - Sunday 10 am - 4 pm

Advanced, discount tickets available at
Jacobson’s Ace Hardware Stores in Chippewa Falls and

Eau Claire, Family Fare in Chippewa Falls, and
Westgate Sportsman’s Club and TropicWaters in Eau Claire

Admission $9 in advance | $12 at the Gate 11 and younger FREE

WIGameFest.com

Bring this coupon for $3 OFF
your admission

ATTHE GATE ONLY!
NorthernWI State Fairgrounds
Chippewa Falls,Wisconsin

$3OFF

PLU: EC APG19 LT FP Main

Sat. Sept 7, 9 am - 6 pm - Sun. Sept. 8, 10 am - 4 pm
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