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SPORTS • Dalton Banks scores 27 points, 
snags seven steals as Eau Claire North hands 

Chippewa Falls first loss in Big Rivers action/1D

TO THE BANKS

INDEX
Aces Bridge ............................5C
At Home ..................................1C
Business .................................8C
Classifieds ..............................5C
Comics/Crossword .................4C
Community ............................2C
Horoscope ..............................5C
Obituaries ..............................2B
Opinion ...................................6A
Public notices .........................6C
Region ....................................1B
Religion ................................. 4A
Sports .....................................1D
Sudoku....................................5C
TV/Dear Abby ....................... 3C
Weather ..................................8C
Wonderword ..........................5C

State lawmakers 
say collaboration 
necessary with 
new governor 
coming in/1B

Trump 
ignored  
advice 

from all

By Matthew Lee 
and Susannah George

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to withdraw 
American troops from 
Syria was made hastily, 
without consulting his 
national security team 
or allies, and over strong 

objec-
tions from 
virtually 
everyone 
involved 
in the fight 
against the 
Islamic 
State group, 
according to 

U.S. and Turkish officials.
Trump stunned his 

Cabinet, lawmakers and 
much of the world with 
the move by rejecting the 
advice of his top aides and 
agreeing to a withdraw-
al in a phone call with 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan last week, 
two U.S. officials and a 
Turkish official briefed on 
the matter told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Erdogan

Call with 
Turkish leader 
led to pullout 

from Syria

Eau Claire, Chippewa Falls 
YMCAs to become one

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

A merger of the YM-
CAs in Eau Claire and 
Chippewa Falls is expect-
ed to be completed next 
year.

The boards of directors 
of the Eau Claire YMCA 
and the Chippewa Valley 
Family YMCA announced 
Friday in a joint statement 

to members that they plan 
to join together to form 
one YMCA serving the 
Chippewa Valley region.

“This is absolutely 
good news,” said Theresa 
Hillis, CEO of the Eau 
Claire YMCA and interim 
director of the Chippewa 
Falls facility. “We’re both 
strong, healthy organiza-
tions with no debt, so this 
is just a great way of kind 

of combining forces.”
The union, which has 

been under consideration 
since this summer, is 
not expected to result in 
any program or staffing 
changes at either build-
ing, according to the 
statement signed by Rolly 
Enderes, board president 
of the Chippewa Valley 
Family YMCA and Scott 
Lau, board president of 

the Eau Claire YMCA.
“A task force of the 

Boards from both Ys is con-
ducting a thorough review 
of programs and opera-
tions. This will be complete 
in 2019, when both boards 
will vote to become one,” 
the statement said. “We 
expect the consolidation 
to become effective by the 
end of 2019.”

The combined orga-

nization will have more 
than 13,000 members, 
more than 500 employees 
and estimated revenue of 
$9 million.

“This represents a 
coming together of talents 
and ideas that will allow 
us to fulfill our commit-
ment of serving more 
people, improving their 

Little impact in operations should be seen by members, officials say

The other side
By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

A downtown block compris-
ing a mix of houses and office 
space would become a five-sto-
ry, 120-unit senior housing 
complex that would include 
a grocery store/deli, said the 
company planning the project, 
JCap Real Estate.

The Eau Claire-based devel-
oper has proposed the Wilson 
Square mixed-use development 
on 1.61 acres on downtown’s 
south side on a block encom-
passed by South Barstow, 
Seaver, Emery and South Far-
well streets, JCap Real Estate 
President Brian Johnson said.

“We are very excited to be 
adding to the energy of down-
town,” Johnson said, noting the 
project is projected to add 49 
jobs. “Our market studies say 
senior living facilities are in 
high demand,” Johnson said.

The upper four floors would 
comprise senior living apart-
ments, while the first floor 
would include commercial 
space Johnson said will be 
home to the Bodega grocery/
deli that will be operated by a 
local resident. That level also 
will include 12 memory care 
apartments and administrative, 
dining and fitness areas for the 
senior living center.

A Nov. 2 letter submitted to 
the city by Advanced Engi-
neering Concepts of Eau Claire 
spells out other details of the 
proposed development that 
would include surface and 
underground parking. It would 
total 146,069 square feet of new 

PLAN IS FOR BARSTOW BLOCK ON FAR SOUTH EDGE

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

The property at 316 Emery St. in downtown Eau Claire is among two houses and three businesses 
that would be demolished to make way for a proposed five-floor senior living building that would also 
include commercial space. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

The proposed 
Wilson Square 
development 
near Wilson 
Park in down-
town Eau 
Claire would 
house seniors 
and could also 
be home to a 
grocery store 
and deli.
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DOWNTOWN EAU CLAIRE DEVELOPMENT

Duty, honor, disgrace
By Dune Lawrence

Bloomberg News

NEW YORK — It took 
Robb Lawson until he 
was 45 to finally confront 
a dark memory from his 
days as a Boy Scout.

Lawson was a teenager 
at the time, a member of 
a troop in Georgia, picked 

to attend a wilderness 
challenge to win entry in 
the Scouts’ prestigious 
Order of the Arrow. He 
recalls that he wasn’t 
feeling well, and a trip 
leader took him to a tent 
and raped him.

The lawsuit he filed 
against the Boy Scouts of 
America in 2016 repre-

sented a personal turning 
point for Lawson. For 
the Boy Scouts, his story 
reflects the nationwide 
scandal and financial 
stakes that have pushed 
the 108-year-old organiza-
tion to consider filing for 
bankruptcy.

Last week, Chief 
Scout Executive Michael 

Surbaugh acknowledged 
media reports that the 
group was considering 
Chapter 11 protection, say-
ing it’s “exploring all op-
tions available” to ensure 
that Scouting programs 
continue uninterrupted. 
Nothing’s been decided, 
said Boy Scouts spokes-
woman Effie Delimarkos 

in an email. “It’s due 
diligence for an organiza-
tion whose motto is ‘be 
prepared’ to explore all 
of our opportunities and 
pathways forward.”

The Scouts are fighting 
hundreds of claims, a rash 
of litigation fueled by the 

Bankruptcy on the table as Boy Scouts confront sex abuse claims

See YMCA  Page 2A

See DOWNTOWN  Page 2A

See SYRIA  Page 2A

See SCOUTS  Page 8A


