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By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

C
HIPPEWA FALLS — A 

100-year-old red barn on the 

Northern Wisconsin State 

Fairgrounds was being razed Tues-

day, after wind damage made 

the structure too dangerous 

to remain in place, said fair 

director Rusty Volk.

“This is a very sad day,” 

Volk said. “While we have 

plans in the future to replace 

the barn, we wanted to do it in 

a structured way.”

The damage to the barn, located on 

the east side of the grounds, became 

apparent in the past two days, he 

said. During the middle of the day 

Tuesday, the entire roof shifted and 

moved. The walls immediately began 

to show signs of buckling.

“We had a lot of wind up here, 

and it just gave way,” Volk said. “We 

had some rafters that broke. We had 

board members up here and looked 

at it, and there is no way we can save 

it. The whole building has to come 

down.”

He added: “I’m sure the snow 

weight (over the winter) had a lot to 

do with it.”

Demolition work began Tuesday 

night and will continue today. Volk is 

requesting that the public stay away 

while the building is razed.

“We want to safeguard it,” he said. 

“We will try to salvage as 

much wood as possible.”

Volk brought in the dem-

olition crew immediately 

because he doesn’t want the 

building to collapse on its 

own and possibly damage 

other nearby structures.

The red barn is the site 

of the big auction at the fair every 

year. Volk said with it already being 

mid-April, it is too late to have a new 

building erected in time for the fair, 

which takes place July 10-14.

“There is no way we could replace 

that in that time frame,” he said. “It 

wouldn’t meet our needs. We can 

expect tents during the fair.”

Volk said he now will turn to think-

ing of fundraising efforts to generate 

money to pay for replacing it.

“We will be looking for options and 

benefactors of what we can do, to 

make something happens,” Volk said.

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.com

Fair’s damaged 
barn razed

Structure no longer safe after wind takes toll
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The barn razed Tuesday at the Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds was the 
site of the big auction at the fair every year.

By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire County District Attorney 
Gary King has concerns about whether 
Wayne Price’s guilty pleas in connection 
with the homicides of his sister and her 
boyfriend in September 
2017 were freely and 
voluntarily made.

King’s concerns are 
also a significant factor 
in Price’s attorneys’ 
recent attempts to with-
draw from the case.

Wayne W. Price, 48, 
800 S. Rockie Road, Fall 
Creek, pleaded guilty in January to two 
felony counts of felony murder and two 
felony counts of false imprisonment.

Price’s sentencing was scheduled 
for today.

As part of a plea agreement, Price’s 
attorneys could not seek less than 20 
years in prison.

The day Price pleaded guilty to 
the charges, Judge Emily Long asked 
his attorneys if the pleas were made 
knowingly, freely, voluntarily and 
intelligently.

The attorneys — Laurie Osberg, 
Steven Hughes and Charles Ellefson 
— said they were.

Long asked Price if he believed 
there was a factual basis for the 
charges and he said there were.

Concerns 
raised in 
double 

homicide 
case

Issue is whether 
defendant’s guilty 
pleas were made 

voluntarily

Volk

Price

BRIDGE 
CLOSURE AHEAD

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Dylan Lilteich of Van Ert Electric in 
Eau Claire installs lights on the Grand 
Avenue bridge over the Chippewa River 
on Tuesday in Eau Claire. The bridge will 
be closed to pedestrians and bicyclists 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays for about 
two weeks. The bridge will be open on 
nights and weekends. View more photos 
at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd

Leader-Telegram staff

After donning a striped 
railroad engineer’s cap and 
blowing a wooden train 
whistle, 
David Strobel 
conceded that 
his hopes to 
return a his-
toric steam 
locomotive 
to Eau Claire 
couldn’t 
happen by 
the end of his 
time on the 
Eau Claire 
City Council.

He’d 
enthusiasti-
cally used the 
same railroad 
regalia last 
summer when he’d gotten 
the council to support the 
effort to bring Soo Line No. 
2719 back to the Chippe-
wa Valley, but the whistle 
blew a bittersweet note on 
Tuesday.

“By popular demand, but 
not quite how I envisioned 
it,” he said as he donned the 
blue-and-white cap.

End of 
the line
Other projects 

will get unspent 
train money

Xiong

Strobel
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CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION

DAYS
APRIL 25-28, 2019

NorthwestWisconsin’s
Largest RV Dealer

MANUFACTURER REPS ON HAND

SEE OUR COMPLETE

INVENTORY AT

WWW.NORTHPOINTRV.COM

OR

CALL 1-800-962-4495

11720 22nd Ave.
Chippewa Falls,WI 54729

INTEREST RATES AS
LOW AS 5.99%

HOURS: Thurs. & Fri. 9-7 | Sat. 9-5 | Sun. 11-4

CHARCOALED CHICKEN | 11 AM - 2 PM DAILY


