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Obituaries

Wayne Thomas Bignell 
age 73, of Menomonie WI 
passed away on Monday Jan 
11, 2021 at Mayo Clinic Health 
Systems in Menomonie.

He was born Sept 1, 1947 in 
Durand WI to Sherman and 
Ann (Kralewski) Bignell.

Wayne married the love 
of his life Karen Metzger on 
Nov 6th, 1971. They resided 
in Menomonie WI. Together 
they raised three boys Jim, 
Mike, and Wayne Jr.

Wayne retired from the 
Dunn County Highway 
Department in 2001. He and 
Karen enjoyed fishing, and 
traveling, as they took many 
trips out West. They also en-
joyed going for rides on their 
side by side. Wayne’s most fa-
vorite past time was spending 
time with and picking on his 
grandkids.

Wayne will always be 
remembered by his willing-
ness to lend a helping hand, 
fixing something, or at least 
telling you how to fix it. His 
quick-witted comments kept 
us all on our toes.

Wayne will be dearly 
missed by his loving wife of 
49 years, Karen; three sons, 
Jim (Kim) Bignell of Urne 
WI, Mike (Niki) Bignell of 
Menomonie WI, Wayne Jr. 
(Megan Smith) Bignell of 
Menomonie WI; seven grand-
kids which he adored, Cody 
Bignell, Dakota Bignell, Cole 
Bignell, Faith Bignell, Calia 
Jordahl, Hunter Bignell and 
Brea Bignell. He is also sur-

vived by his brothers, Richard 
(Del) Bignell, Sherman (Mis-
cha) Bignell, Edwin (Donna) 
Bignell, Kevin (Pat) Bignell, 
Bryan (Dianna) Bignell; his 
sisters, Bernice (Rick) Clark, 
Sharon (Greg) Leisgang, Jean 
(Larry) Fauske, Jane Cowden; 
and many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives, and friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents Sherman and 
Ann Bignell; brothers, Wal-
lace Bignell, Lyman Bignell, 
Ronald Bignell; and sisters 
Marie Shafer, MaryAnn Pease, 
Nancy Thompson, and Ilene 
Bignell.

There will be visitation 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021 at Olson 
Funeral Home in Menomonie. 
Burial will be in Forest Hill 
Cemetery in the Town of 
Stanton, Dunn Co. WI.

To share a memory, please 
visit obituaries at www.olson-
funeral.com

Billy Don Harpole was 
born July 14, 1939 in Suc-
cess Arkansas and passed 
away November 13, 2020 at 
Mayo hospital in Eau Claire 
Wisconsin after a brief non 
COVID related medical event.

Billy was the son of Wil-
liam and Margaret Harpole 
and grew up on the family 
farm with his large family in 
Success Arkansas.

Along with his hard work 
in the cotton fields he learned 
to hunt and fish and enjoyed 
many things outdoors.

Enlisting in the Army as a 
way to see a little more of the 
world and send money home 
to support his family took 
him to the conflict in Korea to 
the sunshine of Hawaii.

After his time in the Army 
he settled in Minneapolis 
working for Pillsbury until 
finding his true calling in the 
hospitality industry beginning 
with the Club 47 and later the 
Whitetail Inn and then Billy’s 
Lyndale Lounge in Minnesota.

Wisconsin adventure was 
next to work for Jimmy Woo 
at the famous Woo’s Pagoda 
in Eau Claire and the eventual 
purchase and operation of 
the Norge Village laundromat 
and dry cleaners on Hastings 
Way in Eau Claire for 5 years.

An opportunity to move 
to the Lake Wissota area 
in Chippewa Falls became 
Harpole’s Wissota Inn – a 
supper club with fine dining 
and cocktails and the source 
of many amazing stories with 
some of them possibly true.

Proud of his time in the 
Army, many contributions 
to the local community and 
involvement with both the 
Eau Claire and the Chippewa 
Shrine organizations partici-
pating the Mini Model T Club 
and the Hillbilly Clan and 
Presidency of the Chippewa 
Shrine organization.

After 31 years at the supper 
(1983-2014) club Billy was 
able to retire and be known 

to scare even the smallest fish 
into submission.

Billy lived his life to the 
fullest with Shirley by his side 
as wife, business partner and 
partner in crime for 46 years. 
He loved his family and his 
family loved him and we hope 
that the many people involved 
with him will remember his 
big heart and smile.

Billy is survived by Shirley, 
his wife of 46 years, daugh-
ters Patti (Jeff) Kobinsky, 
Lois (Mike) Cloward, Penny 
(Troy) Anderson,Sheri (Bill) 
Brueggen, Daughter in law 
Bette (Don) Meyer and 
grandchildren Elizabeth (Joe), 
Nick, Shelby, Paige, Emma, 
Madeline, Mya, Megan, great 
grandson Beckham, Sisters 
Donna (Donny) Kemper, 
Bonnie (Pete) Jackson, Sue 
(Patrick) Hovis, Susa, (Leslie) 
Hovis, Kathy (Don) McCloud.

Preceded in death by his 
parents, brother William (at 
birth), Tom, Sister Bernice, 
Mary Jane (Kenny) Williams, 
Viola (Gene) Pence, brother 
in law Leslie, son Donald 
Meyer.

With the current COVID 
events a service and gather-
ing will be planned at a future 
date in the Lake Wissota 
area and burial with military 
honors at his birthplace in 
Corning Arkansas in the 
summer

Bernard ‘Bernie’ Smith, 91 
years old, of St. Paul, Minneso-
ta, died January 11, 2021 after a 
battle with pulmonary fibrosis.

Bernie was born August 30, 
1929 the son of Gilbert and 
Florence Smith of Downsville, 
Wisconsin. He is preceded 
in death by his wife, Marion, 
parents Gilbert and Florence, 
brothers and spouses Clifford 
(Oritha) and Neil (Kathy), sis-
ters Sharon and Janet, as well 
as son-in-law Michael Lambert 
and granddaughter Alicia 
Smith-Lambert.

Bernie grew up as a farm 
boy in rural Wisconsin milking 
cows and causing mischief 
with his brothers. He grad-
uated from high school in 
Menomonie. He married his 

sweetheart, Marion (Thoeny), 
on February 24, 1954. They 
lived on a farm in Downsville 
raising their family until the 
mid-19 60’s, before moving to 

Minnesota. Once in Minnesota 
he began his career in industri-
al manufacturing. He worked 
in manufacturing for 40 years 
before retiring in 2002.

He was married to his wife, 
Marion, for 42 years until her 
death in 1996. Together they 
raised 12 children and shared 
many memories and adven-
tures. He is survived by his 
12 children and their spouses, 
many grandchildren, several 
great grandchildren and his 
sister, Elaine Stewart.

Bernie enjoyed the outdoors 
and spent many summer days 
puttering around the yard. He 
greatest passion was his water 
garden. Over the course of 
30+ years of tinkering and en-
larging, he final completed his 

pond last summer. During the 
summer months you could find 
Bernie feeding and caring for 
his fish. If the sun was shining 
and the weather was warm you 
would find him sitting on his 
bench, enjoying the peaceful 
sounds from the waterfall 
while admiring the colorful 
flowers.

Due to Covid 19 private 
funeral services will be held 
at Rhiel Funeral Home in 
Menomonie with burial next to 
his wife, Marion at Riverview 
Cemetery in Downsville, WI.

Condolences to the family 
may be made at www.rhielfu-
neralhome.com

Rhiel Funeral Home & Cre-
mation Services of Menomonie 
is serving the family.

Todd Allen Goss of Lecan-
to, FL passed away December 
25, 2020 from injuries sus-
tained due to a work accident. 
He was born July 24, 1965 
to Ronald Goss and Sandra 
(Patneaude) Beaver.

He graduated from Fall 
Creek High School in 1983. 
He spread his wings and 
moved to Ocala, Florida in 
1987 where he started Todd 
Goss Tree Service. He met 
the love of his life Yadira 
Delgado and married in 1990. 
Yadira’s blessing from Todd 
was their two wonderful sons; 
Travis Goss of San Antonio, 
Texas and Tony Goss of 
Inverness, Florida and loved 
them dearly. Todd was very 
proud of his sons. Yadira 
and Todd later divorced but 
remained close friends.

Todd was a man of many 
talents. He could fix anything, 
build anything you needed 
and was the best fisherman 
around. He loved fishing, his 
many motorcycles and boats. 
Todd lived life to its fullest. 
He raced on the dirt track for 
several years and did well 
at it. He was known and the 
life of the party and made 
people laugh often. Todd was 
extremely generous with his 
time, talents and wealth; he 
would help anyone.

Todd is survived by his 
sons: Travis Goss (Casey), 
Twin Granddaughters Lyla 

and Kori Jo of San Antonio, 
Texas, Tony Goss of Inver-
ness, Florida, His mother 
Sandra Beaver (Doug) Sisters 
Dawn Menard, Michelle 
Goss and Angela Dokkestul 
(Dennis). Girlfriend Heather 
Shaw, Aunt and Uncle Jim 
and Linda Goss, Aunts Jeanne 
Patneaude, Donna Patneaude 
and Diane Badman. Nephew 
Dalton and many cousins and 
friends from Wisconsin and 
Florida.

Todd is preceded in death 
by his father: Ronald Goss, 
Grandparents Deryll and 
Frances Sturz, Gerald and 
Phyllis Patneaude. Uncle 
Mark Patneaude and Cousin 
Travis Prusak.

A Celebration of Todd’s 
Life will be held in Spring of 
2021.
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DEATH NOTICES
GRUHLKE, Reginald 

L., 69, of Eau Claire died 
Wednesday at home.

Arrangements are 
pending at Hulke Family 
Funeral Home & Crema-
tion Services, Eau Claire.

LAPORTE, Yvonne, 84, 
of Whitehall died Wednes-
day at Mayo Clinic Health 
System in Eau Claire.

Arrangements are 
pending at Edison Funeral 
Home, Independence.

OLSON, Bernard, 86, 
died Tuesday at home.

Arrangements are pend-
ing at Cremation Society 
of Wisconsin, Altoona.
PROKOP, Rose, 94, 

of Independence died 

Tuesday at Gundersen 
Tri-County Memorial Care 
Center in Whitehall.

Arrangements are 
pending at Edison Funeral 
Home, Independence.

Submitting death notices, obituaries
Email paid obituaries or free death notices to obits@ecpc.com or fax them to 715-833-9244 by 1 p.m.  

Monday through Sunday. To confirm receipt of obituaries or death notices, call 715-833-9200 or 888-833-9268.

By Dan Holtz
Leader-Telegram staff

MENOMONIE — One 
of three people charged in 
connection with the death 
of a Hayward man at a ru-
ral Dunn County residence 
has pleaded not guilty.

Chad D. Turgeson, 38, 
of Eau Claire, entered the 
plea Wednesday in Dunn 
County Court.

The victim in the inci-
dent has been identified as 
Bruce E. McGuigan, 37.

Judge James Peterson or-
dered Turgeson to file any 
motions by March 9, the 
same day he is scheduled 
to return to court.

Co-defendants Ryan 
L. Steinhoff, 37, of Bir-
namwood, and Ashley A. 
Gunder, 24, of St. Anthony, 
Minn., return to court 
March 5 for a status con-
ference and preliminary 
hearing, respectively. Stein-
hoff previously pleaded 
not guilty.

Steinhoff, Turgeson 
and Gunder remain in 
the Dunn County Jail on 
$500,000 cash bails.

According to the crimi-

nal complaint:
Dunn County sheriff’s 

deputies were called at 
3 p.m. Nov. 17 to 
a residence on 
440th Street in the 
town of Dunn on 
a report of a man 
who was badly 
injured there.

When deputies 
arrived at the 
residence, Gunder 
exited the home 
along with a dog.

Gunder said there was a 
man inside the residence 
who was believed to be 
deceased.

Authorities entered the 
residence and found Mc-
Guigan lying on the floor 
of a bedroom with visible 
lacerations on his head. 
A large amount of blood 
was on his face and the 
floor. There was also blood 
on a white mattress that 
was propped up vertically 
against a wall.

Authorities determined 
McGuigan was dead.

The owner of the resi-
dence said his home had 
been broken into while he 
was away. He returned to 
find the three defendants 

and the victim inside the 
residence. The owner was 
told that McGuigan was 

taught a lesson after 
being “schooled.”

Gunder remained 
at the residence 
while Turgeson and 
Steinhoff left. Gun-
der told authorities 
Turgeson killed 
McGuigan while she 
was supposed to 
clean up the mess.

Gunder said she was 
unaware that McGuigan 
was going to be killed. But 
because of how “it all went 
down,” Gunder believed 
it was the intention of 
Turgeson and Steinhoff 
to kill McGuigan from the 
start.

Gunder said she and 
Steinhoff picked Mc-
Guigan up in Hayward and 
brought him to the Dunn 
County residence. Gunder 
said McGuigan was beaten 
for about 90 minutes. She 
could hear a body being hit 
and McGuigan saying that 
“he didn’t do it.”

As far as she knew, Gun-
der said, McGuigan was 
being accused of kidnap-
ping a woman.

Turgeson told authori-
ties McGuigan was beaten 
by Steinhoff and denied 
ever kicking or striking the 
victim during the incident. 
Steinhoff admitted to strik-
ing McGuigan with his fists 
and a wooden bed post, 
and kicking him.

Authorities recovered 
multiple items at the res-
idence that were believed 
to have been used during 
the incident including 
a hammer, knives and a 
wooden table leg.

An autopsy performed 
Nov. 18 at the Ramsey 
County (Minn.) Medical 
Examiner’s Office in St. 
Paul showed McGuigan’s 
death was caused by mul-
tiple blunt force injuries 
to the head and torso and 
stab wounds.

The autopsy showed 
McGuigan was stabbed 
in the right shoulder and 
right leg. McGuigan had 
several rib and facial frac-
tures and a deep laceration 
to the back of his head. He 
also had a brain hemor-
rhage.

Contact: 715-833-9207, 
dan.holtz@ecpc.com

Man enters not guilty plea 
in dunn County homicide

Man damages 
Marshfield Clinic, 
hairstyling shop

EAU CLAIRE — An Eau 
Claire man caused dam-
age at Marshfield Clinic 
and a hairstyling shop, 
police said.

Brian E. Laskoski, 42, 
915 Menomonie St., was 
charged Wednesday in 
Eau Claire County Court 
with a felony count of 
bail jumping, two misde-
meanor counts of criminal 
damage to property and 
misdemeanor counts 
of trespass to a medical 
facility and disorderly 
conduct.

A $2,000 signature 
bond was set for Laskoski, 
which requires him to 
maintain absolute sobri-
ety.

Laskoski returns to 
court Jan. 20.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint:

Police arrived at 
Marshfield Clinic, 1002 
W. Clairemont Ave., at 
7:11 a.m. Tuesday to find 
Laskoski on the second 
floor acting very agitated. 
Piles of shredded paper 
were found on the floor.

After Laskoski was 
arrested, police found 
that numerous offices had 
equipment thrown on 
the floor, and papers and 
other items were strewn 
about.

Police then learned that 
Great Clips, 915 W. Claire-

mont Ave., had also been 
entered and vandalized.

Laskoski admitted he 
entered a business. He 
also admitted that a back-
pack found at Great Clips 
belonged to him.

Eau Claire 
Marathon names 
race dates

EAU CLAIRE — The 
Eau Claire Marathon is 
pushing its signature rac-
es back to September, but 
is launching a new event 
series for May.

Race director Emi Uel-
men outlined the mara-
thon’s plans for this year 
after its 2020 running was 
turned into a virtual event 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We will be racing 
together in 2021,” she said 
Tuesday night in a video 
on the event’s Facebook 
page.

Instead of its traditional 
early May weekend, the 
marathon’s usual races 
are postponed until the 
weekend of Sept. 25 and 
26. That includes the full 
and half marathon races, 
as well as a kids run and 
5-kilometer run.

But pending final ap-
proval from the city, the 
marathon is creating a 
series of three new races 
for May 1 and 2. Those 
races will be 1-mile, 5-mile 
and 10-mile distances and 
all start at different times 

during that weekend.
“We want to spread 

this out and be 
‘COVID-friendly,’” Uel-
men said.

No more than 25 people 
will be at the starting line 
at any given time because 
runners will be required 
to sign up for a specific 
start time for the races. 
The new race series also 
includes other precau-
tions to avoid contact 
between participants, 
volunteers and spectators 
to prevent the potential 
spread of coronavirus, 
Uelmen said.

After making her an-
nouncement on Tuesday 
night, the marathon’s 
website, eauclairemara-
thon.com, was updated 
with course maps and 
other information on this 
year’s races.

Who’s going to the 
Packers playoff 
game Saturday?

With the Green Bay 
Packers scheduled to be-
gin selling tickets Tuesday 
for this weekend’s playoff 
game against the Los 
Angeles Rams, the Lead-
er-Telegram is seeking to 
talk to Chippewa Valley 
fans planning to be at 
Lambeau Field.

After a season in which 
only a few employees and 
front-line workers and 
their families have been 
allowed in the stands for 

recent home games, the 
Packers have announced 
that more than 6,000 fans 
will be allowed to attend 
the team’s first playoff 
game, scheduled to kick 
off at 3:35 p.m. Saturday.

The Leader-Telegram is 
asking Chippewa Valley 
fans lucky enough to 
score tickets to contact 
reporter Eric Lindquist 
at 715-833-9209 or eric.
lindquist@ecpc.com to 
discuss attending a game 
again in person. 

The Packers plan to sell 
6,000 tickets to season 
ticket holders who noti-
fied the team before the 
season started that they 
would opt in to future 
ticket sales despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Green Bay Press-Gazette 
reported that about 7,600 
season ticket account 
holders opted in, repre-
senting about 20% of such 
accounts. Tickets are not 
transferable.

An unspecified number 
of health care workers 
and first responders and 
their families also will be 
allowed in the stadium 
this weekend.

As the NFC’s No. 1 seed, 
the Packers will host the 
NFC championship game 
on Jan. 24 if they win 
Saturday. A decision on 
how many fans will be 
allowed in the stadium for 
a potential NFC title game 
has not been announced.
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