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DNR urges hunters to partici-
pate in effort to control chronic 
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE 
— For Dwayne 
and Eleanor 

Peterson, it actually 
wasn’t love at first 
sight. They met on a 
charter bus, taking a 
ski trip near Tacoma, 
Wash.

“To tell the truth, when 
I first met him, I didn’t like 
him,” Eleanor Peterson said 
with a laugh. “That changed 
on other ski trips.”

Eleanor explained that 
her friend broke her leg, and 
bowed out of future ski trips. 
So, she got to know Dwayne, 
who was a much more expe-
rienced skier than she was.

“We kind of hit it off. I 
decided he was a nice guy,” 
she said.

They met in January or 
February of 1951. Suddenly, 
they were engaged, and 
got married on Sept. 22, 
1951. They celebrated their 
70th wedding anniversary 
on Wednesday; nearly all 
of their extended family 
is coming to Eau Claire 
to help them celebrate on 
Saturday.

“And we still like each 
other,” Eleanor said. “We 
can’t believe it’s been this 
long. We’ve had a good 
life; we’ve weathered some 
storms, and that’s what it’s 
all about.”

Dwayne Peterson, 89, is 
a retired UW-Eau Claire 
associate professor, teaching 
special education courses 
to future teachers. Eleanor 
Peterson, 88, worked in the 
business department for 
Sacred Heart Hospital, and 
for her last eight years before 
retiring, she was director of 
admissions.

Eleanor had some simple 
advice about how to stay 
married for decades.

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

LAKE HALLIE — A 
former mass vaccination 
site at a Lake Hallie church 
will be the site of drive-thru 
community COVID-19 test-
ing starting this Saturday, 
the Eau Claire City-County 
Health Department an-
nounced.

As COVID-19 transmis-
sion continues to climb in 
the Chippewa Valley, so has 
demand for testing, said 
Aimee Wollman Nesseth, 
coordinator of the North-
west Wisconsin Healthcare 
Emergency Readiness 
Coalition.

“This is designed to be 
a regional asset, set up in 
response to the increase in 
cases and increased need 
for testing in the region as a 
whole,” she said in an email 
to the Leader-Telegram.

The new drive-thru test-
ing site is modeled similarly 
to the Wisconsin National 
Guard testing site that 
operated in Eau Claire in 
late 2020, Wollman Nesseth 
said. National Guard will 
primarily run the testing 
site, supported by staffers 
contracted by the 15-county 
coalition.

By Riley Vetterkind
The Wisconsin State Journal

MADISON — A federal judicial 
panel has indicated it wants 
Wisconsin’s new political maps in 
place by March 1, calling for the 
completion of a potential redis-
tricting trial by the end of January 
as lawmakers work to draw the 
new decennial legislative and con-
gressional district boundaries.

U.S. District Judge James Peter-
son and two other federal judges 
on a panel signaled they think 
maps should be in place by March 
1 in order for candidates to begin 
circulating nomination papers by 
April 15. The new maps would 
then be used for legislative and 
congressional candidates in an 
August 2022 primary election.

The judicial panel called for 
the attorneys representing the 
parties in the case — chiefly the 
Republican-controlled Leg-
islature and Gov. Tony Evers, 
who together are responsible 

for passing new political maps, 
along with Democratic voters, 
activist groups and GOP con-
gressmen — to come up with a 
schedule to complete a trial by 
the end of January in order to 
have maps in place by March 1.

March 15 is the statutory 
deadline for the Wisconsin 
Elections Commission to notify 
county clerks of which offices 
will be voted on in the Novem-
ber 2022 election and where 
information on district bound-
aries can be found.

The trial, however, likely 
wouldn’t need to occur if the 
GOP-controlled Legislature and 
governor pass a set of legislative 
and congressional maps before 
then. Peterson, however, noted 
that is unlikely.

“If history is any guide, to 
put it mildly, there’s at least 
a substantial likelihood that 
divided government in the state 
of Wisconsin will have trouble, 
as it has in the past, drawing its 
own maps,” Peterson said.

Peterson told the parties in 
the case that a trial needs to be 

finished by the end of January 
in order for the court to render 
a decision by March 1, though 
the panel said it would entertain 
motions arguing that the dead-
line could be extended later.

The three-judge panel in-
cludes Peterson, appointed by 
former President Barack Obama; 
U.S. Circuit Court Judge Amy St. 
Eve, appointed by former Pres-
ident Donald Trump; and U.S. 
District Court Judge Edmond 
Chang, appointed by Obama.

At Tuesday’s hearing, an at-
torney for the Republican-con-

trolled Legislature gave little 
indication of when it would pass 
a set of maps to send to the gov-
ernor. He said GOP lawmakers 
are considering appealing to the 
U.S. Supreme Court to throw 
out the redistricting case.

Evers has created his own 
People’s Maps Commission, 
which expects to produce a set 
of alternative maps by mid-Oc-
tober for the Legislature’s and 
court’s consideration.

Lawsuit filed
The hearing on Tuesday was for 

a consolidated redistricting case 
brought by Democratic voters 
and activist groups, Black Lead-
ers Organizing for Communities, 
Voces de La Frontera, the League 
of Women Voters and others.

The consolidated lawsuit, 
filed in August, asks the federal 
court to invalidate Wisconsin’s 
current political maps and draw 
new ones if the Legislature and 
governor don’t agree on a plan 
in time for implementing new 
decennial maps.

Panel sets deadline for political maps
Trial expected 

over redistricting

70 years
AND COUNTING
Eau Claire couple says laughter, love keeps marriage strong

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Dwayne and Eleanor Peterson celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary on Wednesday in Eau 
Claire.
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