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» Cadott schools go  
to virtual learning
CF, New Auburn, Bloomer also 
have made change. Page 3A

» WWII veteran cared 
for Patton’s bulldog
Former Lincoln Park Zoo di-
rector lives in Sawyer County. 
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CovId stats
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By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

E
AU CLAIRE — 
Collin Harvotich, 
20, of Eau Claire 

said he was stunned 
Wednesday at how 
close the race for the 
presidency evolved.

“It was weird to go to sleep 
with a bunch of red states and 
wake up with a bunch of blue 
states,” Harvotich said. “I’m a little 
nervous, a little concerned by 
that. I don’t think we’ll know who 
our president will be for a while.”

His friend, 21-year-old Dylan 
Wall, said he is frustrated by not 
having more clarity of the win-
ner by mid-day Wednesday.

“I think going into it, they 
should have been more pre-
pared to get the results out, 
straight-away,” Wall said. 
“Hopefully, we’ll hear as soon as 
we can.”

Area residents shared their 
thoughts about the state of the 
presidency race Wednesday, 
with some stressing the need 
for every vote to be counted, 
no more the wait, while others 
were more anxious to get the 
final numbers out. With Presi-
dent Donald Trump indicating 
he will seek a recount in Wis-
consin, it may be several days 
or weeks before the eventual 
winner is declared.

“It’s okay as long as everyone 
relaxes, and lets it be,” said Deb 
Raasch, 68, of rural Menomonie. 
“People just need to be patient. 
And PEACEFUL, in all capital 
letters.”

Justin Bucholz, 28, of Altoona, 
echoed the request for people to 
wait peacefully.

“It’s gotten bad already, and 
we don’t know who won,” Bu-

cholz said.
Bucholz said he is nervous 

because a lot can happen in the 
winner’s four-year term.

“I’m just impatiently waiting 
like everyone else,” Bucholz 
said.

Ed Leipart, 47, of Eau Claire, 
said he is frustrated at not 
knowing the winner yet.

“Why don’t they change the 
rules so they can start the count 
early? Why are we having to wait 
days?” Leipart said. “It would be 
nice for it not to drag out. We 

should have a standard way of 
doing things. Hopefully, we’ll get 
an answer soon, and it doesn’t 
drag out in the courts. That’s not 
what this country needs.”

Adam Wolf, 20, of Eau Claire 
wasn’t concerned about the 
delay in election results.

“I think it’s a little strange, but 
I think it’s expected, with all the 
COVID-19 problems,” Wolf said.

Chris Holley, 19, of Eau Claire 
said he had been checking 
his phone every 15 minutes 
Wednesday for the latest of 

updates.
“It’s how I expected it to go,” 

Holley said. “I knew it would be 
close.”

Tom Woldmoe, 34, of Eau 
Claire expressed disgust with 
the delays.

“It’s annoying,” Woldmoe 
said. “You think it would be 
done more efficiently, consid-
ering it isn’t the first American 
election. But that’s politics right 
now.”

Contact: chris.vetter@ecpc.
com

area residents express frustration, others 
ask for patience as vote counting continues
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Election Inspector Mary Hayes processed absentee ballots at the town of Seymour town hall on Tues-
day. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Joe 
Biden won the battleground 
prizes of Michigan and Wiscon-
sin on Wednesday, reclaiming a 
key part of the “blue wall” that 
slipped away from Democrats 
four years ago and dramatically 
narrowing President Donald 
Trump’s pathway to reelection.

A full day after Election Day, 
neither candidate had cleared 
the 270 Electoral College votes 
needed to win the White House. 
But Biden’s victories in the 
Great Lakes states left him at 
264, meaning he was one battle-
ground state away from crossing 
the threshold and becoming 
president-elect.

Biden, who has received more 
than 71 million votes, the most 
in history, was joined by his run-
ning mate Kamala Harris at an 

afternoon news conference and 
said he now expected to win the 
presidency, though he stopped 
short of outright declaring 
victory.

“I will govern as an American 
president,” Biden said. ”There 
will be no red states and blue 

states when we win. Just the 
United States of America.”

It was a stark contrast to 
Trump, who on Wednesday false-
ly proclaimed that he had won the 
election, even though millions of 
votes remained uncounted and 
the race was far from over.

The Associated Press called 
Wisconsin for Biden after elec-
tion officials in the state said all 
outstanding ballots had been 
counted, save for a few hundred 
in one township and an expect-
ed small number of provisional 
votes.

Trump’s campaign requested 
a recount, thought statewide 
recounts in Wisconsin have his-
torically changed the vote tally 
by only a few hundred votes. 
Biden led by 0.624 percentage 
point out of nearly 3.3 million 
ballots counted.

Since 2016, Democrats had 
been haunted by the crum-
bling of the blue wall, the trio 
of Great Lakes states — Penn-
sylvania is the third — that 
their candidates had been able 
to count on every four years. 
But Trump’s populist appeal 
struck a chord with white 
working-class voters and he 
captured all three in 2016 by 
a total margin of just 77,000 
votes.

Joe Biden wins 
Michigan, Wisconsin
Neither candidate 
has cleared 270 
Electoral College 

vote threshold

Associated Press

Chester County, Pennsylvania, election workers process mail-in and 
absentee ballots for the general election Wednesday at West Chester 
University in West Chester, Pa.
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By Ryan Patterson

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — During 
its meeting Wednesday 
night, the Eau Claire County 
Board did not vote on the 
2021 total budget or tax levy 
by press time but approved 
several amendments to the 
budget proposal.

The total proposed 
operating budget is $129.97 
million, an increase of 4.5% 
from this year’s operating 
budget of $124.36 million.

The $129.97 million would 
include $37.47 million from 
tax levy, a 4% increase from 
$36 million in tax levy in 
2020. The 2021 tax rate 
would equal $3.96 per $1,000 
of equalized valuation, a 
decrease of 2.6% from $4.07 
in 2020.

New highway facility
The County Board ap-

proved two amendments to 
the 2021 capital budget that 
will result in design and 
construction of a new High-
way Department facility on 
the south side of Eau Claire 
occurring in one phase. The 
facility is estimated to cost 
$24 million.

EAU CLAIRE  

COUNTY

Budget 
would 

advance 
highway 
proposal
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