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» Troubling traffic
State Patrol, local police 
increase enforcement in crash 
hot spots. Page 3A

» Begging for help
Congress, Trump should ex-
tend funding for 9/11 respond-
ers. Page 7A

TOMORROW

Local graduate  
gets named to 
anti-nuke post
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Husky baseball brings state title back to Eau Claire

KINGS OF THE NORTH

By B.J. Hollars

Special to the Leader-Telegram

I have come to Caryville’s Frysz-
ki’s Country Gardens to fulfill a 
simple mission: find a plant durable 

enough, and resilient enough 
— and perhaps foolhardy 

enough — to put down 
roots with me.

“Is there anything 
here I won’t kill?” I ask 

Fryszki’s owner, Faye 
Ryszkiewicz, during 
a Sunday afternoon 
stroll through her 
greenhouse.

“I’m thinking 
you’re a succu-
lent kind of guy,” 
Faye says with a 

smile. “Those are all back here.”
Dressed in jeans and her light blue 

Fryszki’s fleece, Faye leads me to-
ward a potted grove near the back of 
the main greenhouse. There, I find 
myself face-to-face with an array 
of succulent varieties, all of whose 
waxy exteriors give the appearance 
of thick, girded armor.

“The biggest killer of succulents 
is kindness,” Faye explains. “They 
don’t have high watering require-
ments and they like bright light. 
Basically, they love to be ignored.”

Finally, I think, a plant that gets me.
Given my own trouble tending to 

even a single plant, I can’t imagine 
what it takes for Faye to tend to 
thousands. The key, she explains, is 
to know the needs of each specific 
plant species.

Once the greenhouse grower 
learns each plant’s preferences, the 
grower still needs to create the con-
ditions for those preferences within 
the greenhouse. As such, on a cold 
January morning, Faye might rise 
as early as 3 a.m. to stoke the wood 
stove to heat her greenhouse. Like-
wise, in sweltering July, she might 
add a rotation of watering to the 
chore list. But Faye’s found that the 
best way to keep her plants healthy 
amid their occasionally contradicto-
ry needs is to divide her greenhous-
es into individual climates. Provide 
sun to the sun-loving plants, and 
shade to those who love shade. This 
way everyone’s happy, explains Faye, 
including herself.

SAWDUST STORIES

Stop and smell the succulents

See SUCCULENTS  Page 2A

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

When 90-year-old Vonnie 
Bearson of Eau Claire looked 
over the edge of the biplane 
she was in Friday afternoon, 
she could see the blue waters 
of Lake Wissota.

“We were so close,” Bear-
son said, grinning ear-to-ear 
after the 1943 Boeing-Stea-
rman open-cockpit biplane 
landed back at the Chippewa 
Valley Regional Airport. “It 
was just beautiful.”

Bearson was one of eight 
Chippewa Valley veterans 

and seniors who took a 
20-minute spin through the 
clouds on the plane, which is 
newly dubbed “The Spirit of 
Wisconsin.”

A Nevada-based nonprofit, 
Ageless Aviation Dreams 
Foundation, is taking the new 
plane on a dedication tour 
through Wisconsin this sum-
mer, said pilot and founder 
Darryl Fisher of Carson City, 
Nev.

“We barnstorm the 

country in four airplanes,” 
Fisher said. “It’s universal 
joy. Think about being 90, 
95. You’re not thinking about 
flying in an open-cockpit 
biplane. It puts a spring in 
your step.”

The volunteer-run foun-
dation made a stop Friday 
in Eau Claire, giving rides to 
several local military veter-
ans and seniors.

Ageless Aviation partnered 
with the airport and Heath-

erWood Assisted Living and 
Memory Care to bring veter-
ans and their families to the 
airport for an afternoon.

“Our residents have accom-
plished so much, but they’ve 
never done this,” said Heath-
erWood administrator Gina 
Hudecek. “We’re honored to 
be chosen (as) part of this 
eight-city tour.”

HeatherWood gathered 
about 20 seniors and fami-
ly members at the airport, 
watching and cheering as the 
seniors took flight.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

When Evan Pavelski got 
his first Pokemon starter set 
two years ago, he thought 
they were cool collecting 
cards, but he didn’t know 
how to play the game.

His mom, Dawn Pavelski, 
brought Evan and his young-
er brother, Spencer, to Eau 
Claire Games and Arcade in 
downtown, where employ-
ees there showed them how 
to play and compete against 
others.

Evan, 10, picked up the 
game at a stunningly quick 
rate.

“They taught him how to 
play,” Dawn Pavelski said. 
“They said he’s smart and 
understands how to strate-
gize, and play three or four 
hands ahead.”

Evan was soon defeating 
all the area competition.

“After a few weeks, a few 
guys (at the store) pulled me 
aside and said he is really 
good at this, and they want-
ed to sponsor him,” Dawn 
Pavelski said.

Now, just two years after 
he began, Evan has become 
an elite player, and is now 
winning prize money at 
tournaments. Evan com-
peted at the 2019 Pokemon 
North America International 
Championships June 21-23 in 
Columbus, Ohio, where he 
finished in second place in 
the junior division. 

EC native  
winning  
money at 
Pokemon 
tourney 

rain

See POKEMON  Page 2A

dreaMInG  
OF FLIGHt

Nonprofit gives thrilling rides  
to veterans, seniors

Staff photo by Sarah Seifert

Vonnie Bearson of Eau Claire, right, waves an American flag after exiting a Boeing-Stearman biplane on Friday at Chippewa 
Valley Regional Airport in Eau Claire. Bearson and others took short flights with Ageless Aviation, a nonprofit that gives seniors 
and veterans plane rides. Ageless Aviation founder Darryl Fisher, center, piloted the plane.

See FLIGHT  Page 2A


