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Gov. Tony Evers is 
unveiling a $43.4 million 
dental access initiative as 
part of his 2019-21 biennial 
budget, which will be re-
leased later this month.

“There is a lack of 
access, particularly in our 
rural communities,” said 
Evers’ spokeswoman Me-
lissa Baldauff. “During the 
campaign, the governor 
talked a lot about access to 
health care. Access in rural 
areas is a challenge.”

The proposal features 
using $21.8 million in state 
dollars, with the other half 
coming from federal aid. 
The $21.8 million includes 
an additional $9.6 million 
in general purpose revenue 
in 2020 and another $11.6 
million in 2021, according 
to an outline Evers’ office 
released.

The largest compo-
nent is increasing the 
Medicaid dental access 
incentive payment, which 
totals $7.8 million in 2020 
and $8.7 million in 2021, 

the outline states.
“Dental providers 

would receive increased 
reimbursement rates if 
they served a certain 
percentage of (Medicaid 
assistance) patient base,” 
the document reads. 
“Non-profit providers 
would receive a 50 percent 
reimbursement increase 
if they serve a patient 
base of at least 50 percent. 
For-profit providers would 
receive a 30 percent reim-
bursement increase if they 
serve a patient base of at 
least five percent.”

State Sen. Kathy Berni-
er, R-Lake Hallie, said the 

plan seems unnecessarily 
complicated, but she gen-
erally endorses the idea of 
increasing the reimburse-
ment rate. Bernier said 
she’s sponsored similar 
measures in the past.

“We don’t necessarily 
have a shortage of dentists 
yet, but they don’t get paid 
enough,” Bernier said. “This 
(reimbursement increase 
proposal) would be an 
excellent use of the surplus. 
Every dentist I’ve spoken to 
said they’ll take the Medic-
aid patients, but they can’t 
lose money on it.”
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CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Two Chippewa County 
Board members said Sunday 
that board Chairman Jared 
Zwiefelhofer should step 
down from 
the position 
after he was 
convicted 
last week of 
three hunt-
ing infrac-
tions in Bur-
nett County 
Court.

Supervisor 
Steve Gerrish of Lake Hallie 
sent an email to area media 
Sunday evening, calling for 
Zwiefelhofer to step down.

“I don’ think it’s serious 
enough for him to resign, 
but he should step down as 
board chair,” Gerrish said. “I 
think the board chair should 
obey the law. It’s all about 
what is best for the county.”

Zwiefelhofer was reached 
Sunday night, but he de-
clined to comment.

Gerrish said that if 
Zwiefelhofer doesn’t step 
down, the board may decide 
to vote to remove him, but 
he hopes it doesn’t come to 
that. The board will meet 
6 p.m. Tuesday in the Chip-
pewa County Courthouse.

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON — Gov. Tony Evers will 
call for allowing state environmental and 
agricultural officials to borrow nearly $70 
million more over the next two years to 
combat water pol-
lution and replace 
lead pipes in his 
first state budget, 
following through 
on his pledge to 
attack drinking 
water contamina-
tion during his first 
year in office.

Evers is expect-
ed to unveil the full two-year spending 
plan on Feb. 28 but gave The Associated 
Press a broad preview of his water quality 
initiatives. The governor called his plan an 
investment that will improve water quality 
across the state.

It’s unclear how the proposals will go 
over with Republicans who control the 
Legislature. They’ve formed their own 
water pollution task force and are drafting 
their own bills to attack many of the same 
problems.

Still, Wisconsin League of Conservation 
Voters lobbyist Jennifer Giegerich called 
Evers’ budget plans “a good first step to 
addressing our drinking water crisis.”

“We are very supportive of increasing 
bonding for these programs,” she said.

State agriculture officials would be 
allowed to borrow another $3 million over 
two years to fund grants to farmers for 
building infrastructure that reduces pollu-
tion from agriculture. The agency current-
ly is allowed to borrow $7 million.

By Leader-Telegram staff

A massive crash on Interstate 94 on 
Sunday afternoon between Osseo and 
Foster in Eau Claire County involved 40 
vehicles and left seven people injured.

According to the Wisconsin State 
Patrol:

The crash happened at about 12:30 p.m. 

Sunday on I-94 at mile marker 85.
Forty vehicles were involved: seven 

semitrailer trucks and 33 automobiles. 
Among the seven injuries was one that 
was life-threatening.

All traffic was rerouted from the loca-
tion of the pile-up. I-94 eastbound traffic 
was rerouted at mile marker 81 eastbound 
Foster exit to U.S. 53. I-94 westbound 

traffic was rerouted at mile marker 88 
westbound Osseo to U.S. 53.

Traffic on both directions of I-94 was 
moving again by about 5:30 p.m.

The news release cited snow creating 
slippery road conditions and advised 
motorists use extreme caution in such 
conditions. A winter weather advisory 
was in effect through 9 p.m. Sunday.

rain

40-vehicle crash 
shuts down I-94

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

A multi-vehicle crash involving 33 autos and seven semitrailer trucks shuts down Interstate 94 Sunday between Osseo and Foster. The 
series of accidents closed the highway in both directions and caused a several-mile backup as traffic was detoured on U.S. 53. View 
more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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Gov. Tony Evers greets circulation supervisor Bethany 
Bulgrin on Jan. 23 while touring Chippewa Valley Techni-
cal College in Eau Claire. View more photos at  
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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