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call for justice reform
Their proposals include fund-

ing new assistant DA positions. 
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POT OF 
GOLD

KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Julian Emerson
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F
atima Sanchez 
pointed to a 
location on a 

globe in front of her, 
then spun it slowly 
as she described how 
the southern portion 
of the multicolored 
sphere tipped toward 
an imaginary sun.

“Right now the southern part 
of the world is tipped closer 
toward the sun,” Sanchez, a De-
Long Middle School sixth-grad-
er, said Monday during a break-
out session from teacher Nick 
Sirek’s science class. “That’s 
why it’s warmer there now.”

Sanchez went on to describe 
how the tilt of the Earth, and 
not distance, helps account for 
the seasons different parts of 
the world experience at dif-
ferent times of the year. Then, 
after a moment, she smiled and 
offered further explanation.

“We’re not in summer here 
right now,” she smiled, a ref-

erence to record snowfall and 
bitter cold temperatures in Eau 
Claire the past few weeks.

Moments earlier Asenet Pa-
storello, a bilingual assistant at 
DeLong, manipulated the globe 
as she spoke in a mix of En-
glish and Spanish to Sanchez. 
Pastorello works with Latino 
students who speak Spanish 
and some of whom English is 
not their first language.

“Good work,” Pastorello told 
Sanchez after the student im-
proved her previous score on a 

quiz. “You did a good job learn-
ing the concepts we discussed.”

Such efforts to better educate 
the Eau Claire school district’s 
nonwhite students are becom-
ing more commonplace as the 
district’s population becomes 
more diverse, school officials 
said. A Monday night meeting at 
DeLong was an example of how 
district officials are attempting 
to reach out to the parents of 
those students as well.

Seeking 
engagement
EC school officials try to reach minority parents

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

DeLong Middle School bilingual assistant Asenet Pastorello helps sixth-grader Fatima Sanchez as 
she takes a geography quiz on Monday. Pastorello’s work is part of a growing effort by district officials 
to meet the needs of non-white students. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

DeLong Middle School bilingual assistant Asenet Pastorello, left, 
and sixth-grade science teacher Nick Sirek help student Fatima 
Sanchez with an assignment Monday. View more photos at Lead-
erTelegramPhotos.com.
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Former state Sen. Kath-
leen Vinehout and her 
husband told authorities 
their fireplace was the cause 
of the blaze that destroyed 
their rural 
Alma farm-
house early 
Saturday 
morning.

Vinehout, 
who just left 
office last 
month after 12 
years repre-
senting a swath of west-cen-
tral Wisconsin from Alma 
to Eau Claire, and her 
husband, Douglas Kane, 
said they were the only 
ones home when they were 
awakened at about 1 a.m. by 
the sound of fire alarms go-
ing off and quickly realized 
their house was engulfed in 
flames, according to a news 
release from the Buffalo 
County sheriff’s office.

The sheriff’s office received 
a report at 1:17 a.m. Saturday 
from a neighbor saying she 
woke up and noticed the 
home at W1490 Cesler Valley 
Road was on fire.

When emergency units 
arrived, about a third of the 
house was up in flames, the 
news release states.

Kane told authorities the 
couple had started a fire in 
the fireplace and that it was 
still going when they went 
to bed.

Fireplace 
blamed 

for blaze
Ex-state senator, 
husband escape 

before home 
destroyed

By Andrew Dowd
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Voters in several primary 
elections in west-central Wis-
consin will winnow the field 
of candidates who will go on 
to appear on April 2 ballots.

While there is no state-
wide election today, there are 
primaries for hotly contested 
local government races and 
a recall election for one rural 
school district.

Hopes to get a seat on 
the Eau Claire City Council 
will end for the two bottom 
vote-getters out of the 12 
people running in today’s 
primary. The 10 winners will 
go on to compete in spring’s 
election for the five at-large 
seats on the council.

Incumbents Catherine 
Emmanuelle and Kate Beaton; 
former Councilman David 
Klinkhammer; and newcomers 
Kirk Ausman, Chandler Lo-
rentz, Kate Martin, Laura Ben-
jamin, Donald Motzing, Dale 
Poynter, Echo Reardon, John 
Lor and Kyle Woodman are 
on today’s ballot. Eau Claire 
voters can pick up to five.

A race for an open Barron 
City Council seat is shaping 
up to make history for the 
community with a growing 
Somali population.

Isaak Mohamed and Faisal 
Ahmed — the first Somali 
men to run for public office in 
Barron — are competing with 
Barron native Paul Solie in 
today’s primary.

Voters can pick one and the 
top two finishers will appear 
on the April 2 ballot.

A rural school district will 
decide today whether two 
school board members should 
be ousted.

Flambeau school district, 
which is primarily in Rusk 
County but also small parts of 
Chippewa, Taylor and Price 
counties, is holding recall 
elections for two school board 
positions.

President Sam Stewart is 
facing challenger Sara Baker, 
and board clerk Danielle Zim-
mer is facing off against Ruth 
E. Opachan.

Local 
primaries 
are today

Eau Claire, 
Barron voters 
narrow field

Vinehout
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Election today
Polls are open 7 a.m. to 

8 p.m. today in cities of Eau 

Claire, Barron and Owen, and 

school districts of Flambeau, 

Cornell and Cadott.

See ELECTIONS  Page 2A
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The Eau Claire school board 
moved at its Monday night 
meeting to add three additional 
days to the district’s academic 
calendar in order to make up for 
inclement weather days.

Elementary and middle school 
students are now required to 
attend school on Thursday, and 
all students will be required to 
attend school on Monday and 
June 7. School was not originally 
scheduled on these dates.

Because the option left addi-
tional needed instructional min-
utes for high school students, the 
district will also be looking into 
cutting lunch time and additional 

non-instructional time.
The original district cal-

endar had allotted for five 
inclement weather days. But 
because of the extreme cold, 
snowy and icy conditions the 
Eau Claire area has faced in 
the past three weeks, the dis-
trict has closed for seven days 
and had two delayed start 
days that have contributed to lost 
instructional minutes.

Two days were not able to 
be absorbed, as well as the two 
delayed start days, creating the 
need for 2½ additional days of 
school.

“We’ve had a very unusual 
and out of the ordinary winter, 
as you can see by this chart,” 
schools Superintendent Mary 
Ann Hardebeck said, gesturing a 
slide showing the missed school 
days. “I know it’s a very difficult 
decision to be made, but it must 
be made.”

The board’s decision, which 

came after more than an hour of 
discussion, also forces the dis-
trict to cancel elementary school 
conferences, which were origi-
nally scheduled for Friday.

Board members Lori Bica and 
Chris Hambuch-Boyle voted 
against adding school on Friday 
because it resulted in the cancel-
ing of conferences.

“It’s such an important piece,” 
Hambuch-Boyle told the board. 
“Sitting down with parents is 
such a critical time. I’d have a 
hard time (voting yes on this mo-
tion) on this short of notice.”

The board considered four op-
tions to fulfill the missed instruc-

tional minutes, electing to 
select none of them in their 
original form.

The first option was to 
re-purpose non-student days 
within the existing academic 
calendar to instructional 
days. Those dates originally 
proposed included Thursday, 
Feb. 21, Friday, Feb. 22, Mon-

day, Feb. 25 and Friday, June 7.
In the case that school be 

canceled again, the district would 
next propose holding classes on 
May 17, according to meeting 
materials.

Hardebeck said during her 
Monday presentation that the 
benefits of the option include: 
recovering full days of instruc-
tion — especially prior to AP and 
other high stakes assessments — 
as well as the district’s summer 
school program remaining in 
tact and families end up being 
impacted by fewer days overall.

EC school board adds three school days
Decision results 

in canceling 
elementary school 

conferences 

LuginbillHambuch-
Boyle

Hardebeck
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