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The operator of a longtime 
landfill east of Eau Claire is 
seeking another expansion at 
the site, one that would grow 
its footprint and allow it to 
rise higher while increasing its 
dumping area by 1.52 million 
square feet.

Advanced Disposal, the 

operator of Seven Mile Creek 
Landfill, sent a letter dated 
Nov. 9 to city of Eau Claire, 
Eau Claire County and town 
of Seymour officials notifying 
them of the intent to expand 
the landfill. A number of ex-
pansions have occurred in the 
past, the most recent in 2016.

The landfill is in the city but 
is surrounded by the county 
and town of Seymour.

The proposed expansion 
would be in the northeast 
corner of the landfill. The 
expansion request seeks to 
grow the area where trash can 
be dumped by 12.5 acres and to 
allow it to be piled as much as 
60 feet higher than currently 
allowed.

If approved as proposed, 
the combined vertical and 
horizontal expansion would 

increase the landfill’s dump-
ing capacity by 34.84 acres. 
The vertical expansion would 
occur on about 22 acres.

The landfill is scheduled 
to run out of space to dump 
trash in 2021, and Ponte Vedra, 
Fla.-based Advanced Disposal 
hopes to have an expansion 
agreement approved by then.

Another expansion 
planned at landfill

City, county, town officials to negotiate terms related to landfill’s growth

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Advanced Disposal, the operator of Seven Mile Creek Landfill in the town of Seymour east of Eau Claire, has announced plans to 
expand operations. Three expansions have occurred since 2000. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.
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After months of debate and 
negotiation, Congress voted 
final approval Wednesday to 
a massive farm bill that will 
provide more than $400 billion 
for agriculture 
subsidies, conser-
vation programs 
and food aid.

The House 
voted 369-47 for 
the legislation, 
which sets federal 
agricultural and 
food policy for 
five years, after 
the Senate approved it 87-13 on 
Tuesday. It is now headed to 
the desk of President Donald 
Trump, who is expected to sign 
it.

The measure reauthorizes 
crop insurance and conservation 
programs and pays for trade 
programs, bioenergy production 
and organic farming research. It 
also reduces the cost for strug-
gling dairy producers to sign up 
for support programs and legal-
izes the cultivation of industrial 
hemp.

House Agriculture Commit-
tee Chairman Rep. Michael 
Conaway, R-Texas, said the final 
bill looks at “stresses and strains 
across all of rural America, 
economic development issues 
and just the practice of farming 
and ranching. It says: here are 
federal resources we want to put 
against those problems.”

Despite the overwhelming 
congressional support, U.S. 
Rep. Ron Kind, D-La Crosse, 
voted against the 2018 farm bill, 
citing several shortcomings he 
believes will not help struggling 
Wisconsin family farmers.

“This farm bill maintains a 
status quo that will drive more 
family farmers out of busi-
ness,” Kind said in a statement. 
“It fails to rein in wasteful 
subsidies and crop insurance 
programs that lead to overpro-
duction by big agribusiness, 
and sends taxpayer dollars to 
billionaires on Wall Street, and 
in Chicago and San Francisco. 
It cuts $800 million from vital 
conservation programs, and 
does nothing to address the 
damage caused by the presi-
dent’s trade war.”
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By Larry Neumeister  
and Tom Hays

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Michael Co-
hen, President Donald Trump’s 
one-time fixer, was sentenced 
Wednesday to three years in 
prison for crimes that included 
arranging the payment of hush 
money to conceal his boss’ 
alleged sexual affairs, telling 
a judge that he agreed time 

and again to cover up Trump’s 
“dirty deeds” out of “blind 
loyalty.”

Separately, the legal and 
political peril surrounding 
Trump appeared to deepen 
when prosecutors announced 
that another major piece of the 
investigation had fallen into 
place: The parent company of 
the National Enquirer ac-
knowledged dispensing some 
of the hush money in concert 

with the Trump campaign to 
fend off a scandal that could 
have damaged his bid for the 
White House.

Cohen, 52, shook his head 
slightly and closed his eyes as 
a judge pronounced his sen-
tence for evading $1.4 million 
in taxes, lying about Trump’s 
business dealings in Russia and 
violating campaign-finance 

‘Dirty deeds’: Cohen 
gets 3 years in prison
Crimes of Trump’s former lawyer included arranging 
hush money to conceal his boss’ alleged sexual affairs

By Carla K. Johnson

Associated Press

SEATTLE — High 
school students are get-
ting more sleep in Seattle, 
say scientists studying 
later school start times.

Teenagers wore activ-
ity monitors to find out 
whether a later start to 
the school day would 
help them get more sleep. 
It did, adding 34 min-
utes of slumber a night. 
They also reported less 
daytime sleepiness, and 
grades improved.

The Seattle school 
district changed from 
a 7:50 a.m. start time to 
8:45 a.m. in fall 2016 for 
high schools and most 
middle schools, joining 
dozens of other U.S. 
school districts adopt-
ing later starts to help 
sleep-deprived teens.

Teenagers’ nightly sleep 
has decreased, and most 
adolescents don’t get the 
recommended nine hours. 
One culprit: Light from 
devices that many teens 
use to chat, post and 
scroll long after dark.

Franklin High School 
senior Hazel Ostrows-
ki, who took part in the 
study, said sleeping later 
makes it easier to pay 
attention during class but 
she still struggles some-
times.

“I’ll wake up so tired I 
wish I could go back to 
sleep. At night, I’ll be on 
my phone and I just want 
to stay up,” she said.

Researchers worked 
with science teachers at 
two high schools to find 
out if students got more 
sleep after the change or 

simply stayed up later. 
Over two years, they 
recruited 178 sophomores 
to wear wristwatch-like 
monitors for two weeks 
to track activity and light 
exposure. Results were 
published Wednesday 
in the journal Science 
Advances.

The scientists com-
pared sleep habits of 
sophomores in spring 
2016, before the change, 
to sleep habits of sopho-
mores from spring 2017, 
after later start times 
went into effect.

Some measures held 
steady. Naps and week-
end sleep schedules 
didn’t change. On school 
nights, only a few stu-
dents stayed up later, not 
enough to greatly budge 
the average.

What changed was 
wakeup time, with 
morning activity starting 
about 45 minutes later 
on school days. Com-
bined with a slight shift 
to later bedtimes for a 
few, the average sleep 

More sleep in Seattle Later start to school 
helps kids get shut-eye
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