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» Helpful techniques
Experts provide tips for chil-
dren, adults dealing with back-
to-school stress. Page 3A

» Stay away
CDC recommends store clerks 
not engage upset customers 
without masks. Page 6B

Tomorrow

City-County Health 
department gives 
CoVId-19 update
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — This week 
will be critical to prep athletes 
in Eau Claire County not in the 
terms of scores or standings, 
but whether they’ll play a fall 
season at all.

High schools face a Tuesday 
deadline to declare whether 
they’ll postpone football, volley-
ball and boys soccer to spring, 
but an updated local health 
order that will be issued a day 
later will also factor into how 

a fall sports season would be 
played in the county.

“Regis is going to make its 
declaration on Sept. 1,” said Paul 
Pedersen, principal of Regis 
High School.

The Catholic school in Eau 
Claire has held off on making an 
official decision, but Pedersen 
said it has been pushing ahead 
so far with the intention that stu-
dent-athletes will play this fall.

“We haven’t had any internal 
conversations to do anything 
other than that,” he said.

Regis football players and 

their parents are worried that 
local public health orders will 
prohibit games from being 
played in the county.

The current order requires 
people that do not live in the 
same household stay at least six 
feet apart in public places “ex-
cept for those contacts that are 
brief and incidental in nature.” 
Indoor events with more than 
100 people and outdoor gather-
ings of over 250 are prohibited 
by the order as well. The local 
public health order expires 
Wednesday, but is expected to 

be immediately renewed or fol-
lowed by another order, as has 
been the case since mid-May.

Regis football players protest-
ed earlier this month outside 
of the Eau Claire County 
Courthouse — home of the 
Eau Claire City-County Health 
Department. A group of parents 
have hired attorneys to fight 
the legality of what they see as 
a prohibition on certain sports 
but had not filed a lawsuit as of 
Friday.

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — Chants of 
“Black lives matter,” “No justice 
— no peace” and “Say his name 
— Jacob Blake” rang through the 
streets of Eau Claire on Satur-
day as several hundred people 
turned out to protest racial 
injustice and police brutality.

The two-hour protest came 
in response to Kenosha police 
officers on Aug. 23 shooting Ja-
cob Blake, a Black man, multiple 
times in the back in front of his 
children. Blake is now paralyzed 
from the waist down, according 
to a family lawyer.

The event included speeches 
in Randall Park, a circuitous 
march to the Eau Claire Coun-
ty Courthouse and then more 
impassioned speeches and 
chants.

“This isn’t the first time a po-
lice department has shown they 
don’t care about Black lives; this 
isn’t the first time they tried to 
murder us in broad daylight,” 
Jazmine-Marie Cruz yelled to 
the crowd.

Cruz, who grew up in 
Kenosha and has lived in Eau 
Claire for the past 10 months, 
earned cheers from protesters 
when she called for defunding, 

reforming and retraining the 
police.

“If you don’t want protests, 
then do it right the first time. 
Take your hand off your gun. 

Take your knee off of our neck. 
Do your job,” she said. “If you 
take an oath to protect and 
serve, then protect and serve all 
citizens.”

The two-hour protest re-
mained peaceful, as repeatedly 
requested by organizers, despite 
the presence of a handful of 
counterprotesters.

Two men in a blue pickup 
pulled up next to chanting 
marchers and waved a Presi-
dent Donald Trump flag out the 
window.

Asked why he attended, driver 
Dan Frandsen of Eau Claire, 
sporting a “Trump: Make Amer-
ica Great Again” hat, responded, 
“I’m sick and tired of Black lives 
matter. What about all lives 
matter? They’re the ones who 
are racist.”

One of the leaders of the 
protest, Rachel Pride of Eau 
Claire, said in an interview that 
such logic doesn’t make sense in 
a climate when so many Black 
people are the victims of police 
violence.

EC protesters decry racial 
injustice, demand change 

March remains peaceful despite presence of counterprotesters
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Rachel Pride of Eau Claire leads demonstrators in chants Saturday during a peaceful protest of Kenosha police shooting Jacob Black, a 
Black man, multiple times in the back on Aug. 23.
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Demonstrators march down First Avenue in Eau Claire on Saturday 
during a peaceful protest of racial injustice.

Will they play? This week brings fall sports 
deadline, local health order

By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school 
district has pushed back its 
virtual learning by a week, 
saying staff and teachers 
need more preparation time 
after hundreds more district 
families requested to move 
their students to the all-vir-
tual option in August.

Virtual learning for all 
Eau Claire school district 
students will begin Sept. 8, 
the district said in a news 
release Friday afternoon.

The delay in virtual class-
es comes after a “continued 
increase” in students who 
wanted to enroll in the dis-
trict’s all-virtual option, said 
Eau Claire schools super-
intendent Mike Johnson in 
an email to the Leader-Tele-
gram.

Since the district’s Aug. 
5 deadline for families to 
decide between the two op-
tions, the district has fielded 
more than 600 kindergarten 
through 12th grade requests 
to switch to all-virtual class-
es rather than the hybrid 
model, Johnson said.

Directly after that August 
deadline, about 18% of Eau 
Claire school district fam-
ilies said in a survey they 
chose the school district’s 
all-virtual option when 
asked to choose between 
all-virtual and a hybrid 
model for the 2020-21 school 
year.

“The teachers need more 
time to prepare for these 
requests,” Johnson said. 

Virtual 
learning  
pushed  
back

See LEARNING  Page 2A

See PROTEST  Page 2A

See ATHLETICS  Page 4A


