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» Woman diverted  
narcotics from elderly
Ex-nursing home worker  
sentenced to probation in  
Eau Claire County. Page 3A

» Agnostic painter 
Minneapolis man gives Old 
Testament a colorful, surreal 
new look. Page 6B
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commencement 
ceremony
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North’s Stange,  
Elk Mound’s Radtke 
take home top awards

MAY 2019
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By Patti See

Special to the Leader-Telegram

Three months after Dad’s 
bone cancer diagnosis, he 

goes off his pain meds 
to see if he really needs 
them. Why would a 
93-year-old worry 
about opioid addic-
tion? Because he 
watches the news. 
After a day, his pain 
is so bad he can 
barely walk.

Now his plan 
is to take a pill 

every six hours, 
starting at 5 a.m. 

He needs an alarm.
“Get me the yellow one next to 

my bed,” he tells me. “Please.” I 
bring his clock radio, a gift from 
one of his eight kids in the 1980’s, 
maybe me.

“No.” I bring a small white one I 
used in grade school.

“No. Yellow,” he barks. He’s crab-
by today, which means he’s in pain. 
I ask, “How are you feeling?”

“Fine,” he grumbles.
“If you can’t walk, we can’t keep 

you home,” I say gently. We’ve had 
this conversation before.

He looks straight ahead. “I 
know.”

I am the one to whom he can 
show his anger and frustration. 

If he needs anything, he calls me. 
Something funny happens, or 
another relative dies, he calls me. 
This is an honor, though some days 
also a weight.

Today I bring groceries. I won’t 
joke about nearly putting back his 
bananas: too green for a nonage-
narian with cancer. I finally bring 
him the right alarm clock, one from 
his working days — three decades 
ago — with the old-fashioned pin 
you pull to set it. I put his alarm on 
the side table next to his lift chair, 
where he spends close to 20 hours 
a day. He can’t climb into his bed 
anymore.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

BARRON — Jayme Closs 
broke her silence Friday as 
an attorney read her words in 
a statement she had written 
during the sentencing of her 
kidnapper, Jake Patterson.

“It makes me the most sad 
that he took away my mom 
and my dad. I loved them very 
much, and they loved me very 
much. He took them away from 
me forever,” Jayme said, through 
her attorney.

Jayme also lost her bedroom 
and everything important to her 
in her house.

“I don’t want to see my home 
and my stuff because it reminds 
me of that night. He took that 
away from me, and left me with 
a horrible memory,” she wrote.

Jayme said she used to love 
dancing and going out. That is 
gone, too, as she has lost her 
sense of safety.

“He took all those things away 
from me too. It’s too hard for me 
to go out in public. I get scared 
and I get anxious,” she wrote.

However, Jayme wrote that 
she overcame the horrors she 
went through during her 88 
days in captivity.

“He thought he could own 
me, but he was wrong. I will 
always have my freedom, and 
he will not,” she wrote. “Jake 
Patterson could not take away 
my courage. I was brave, and 
he was not. He can never take 
away my spirit. He thought he 
could make me like him, but he 
was wrong. He can’t stop me 
from being happy, and doing 
great things with my life.”

In March, Patterson pleaded 
guilty to two counts of first-de-
gree intentional homicide and 
one count of kidnapping for 

shooting and killing James and 
Denise Closs, then kidnapping 
Jayme.

On Friday, Barron County 
Judge James Babler sentenced 
Patterson, 21, of Gordon, to life 
in prison with no possibility of 
parole on each homicide charge, 
consecutive to each other. Also, 
he sentenced Patterson to 25 
years in prison and 15 years of 
extended supervision on the 
kidnapping conviction.

At a press conference after 
the sentencing, Jennifer Smith, 
Jayme’s aunt, thanked the judge 
for the sentence.

“We are satisfied with the 
outcome, and it will give Jayme 
some much-needed piece of 
mind,” Smith said.

Smith thanked the media for 
giving Jayme the privacy she 
needs to cope. She added that 
Jayme is spending time with 
friends, family and her dog, 
Molly.

Barron County District 
Attorney Brian Wright echoed 
Smith’s comments that the right 
verdict was handed down.

“I hope the result of this case 
will give Jayme some level of 
comfort, that he will never ter-
rorize her again,” Wright said.

Barron County Sheriff Chris 
Fitzgerald thanked the media 
for helping keep Jayme’s story 
in the public eye.

“We can learn from this 
13-year-old girl to never give up 
hope,” Fitzgerald said.

Patterson speaks
Moments before sentencing, 

Patterson fought through tears 
as he spoke moments before the 
sentencing.

“I would do absolutely 
anything to take back what I 
did. I would die,” Patterson 
said. “To bring them back. I 
don’t care about me. I’m just 
so sorry.”

Babler said there are several 
factors he considered in coming 
to his ruling. He described 
Patterson as “one of the most 
dangerous men to ever walk on 
this planet” and called him the 
“embodiment of evil.”

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

Carrie Flynn was biking 
alongside her daughter 
Lauren last weekend when 
the training session took a 
horrific wrong 
turn.

Eau Claire 
police say a 
vehicle being 
operated by 
a drunken 
driver struck 
Carrie, 46, 
at about 
8:20 p.m. 
Sunday as she pedaled 
along the edge of Starr Av-
enue, just a few yards from 
Lauren, who was running 
on the sidewalk to train for 
the upcoming Eau Claire 
Triathlon.

“It was awful. It didn’t 
look good,” Carrie’s hus-
band, Shawn Flynn, said 
Friday, noting that Carrie 
ended up in the middle of 
the road after the collision.

No green bananas

Patti  
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SAWDUST STORIES

See SAWDUST  Page 2A

Bicycle 
crash 
victim 

making 
progress

Flynn

See CRASH  Page 2A

‘He can never take 
away my spirit’

Jayme Closs 
statement aimed 

at kidnapper

Renee Jones Schneider/Star Tribune

Jake Patterson was sentenced to life in prison Friday at the Barron County Justice Center in Barron for 
abducting 13-year-old Jayme Closs and murdering her parents, James and Denise.

JAYME CLOSS ABDUCTION CASE

See CLOSS  Page 5A
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