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By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

Morgan and Riley Parks’ high 
school careers haven’t looked 
exactly the same, with different 
sports teams and different extra-
curriculars.

But the twins, who have 
attended Altoona schools 
since kindergarten, are sticking 
together even as they graduate 
as valedictorians of the Altoona 
High School class of 2020. This 
fall, they hope to continue their 
studies in the STEM field at 
UW-Madison.

Morgan, 18, said she and her 
brother Riley weren’t shooting 
for the valedictorian honor, but it 
was “sort of a bonus.”

Having her brother in many of 
the same classes meant a built-in 
study buddy — and a good per-
son to bounce ideas off.

“You don’t have to go anything 
alone,” Morgan said. “We decided 
to take a class at North High 
School because it wasn’t offered 
at Altoona. I was really nervous 
because I didn’t know any of the 
kids there. I had him; I didn’t 
have to do it alone.”

Todd Lenz, an Altoona High 
School teacher who coached 
both siblings in cross-country for 
several years, said Morgan and 
Riley’s bond is visible.

“Sometime it’s really funny 
watching them do it, because 
they can get on each other as 
brother and sister too. But they 
use each other to help under-
stand things,” Lenz said. “That’s 
kind of a gift.”

Morgan and Riley were per-

sistent to excel in sports as well, 
Morgan in varsity track, Riley in 
varsity baseball, among others.

But one of the siblings’ biggest 
challenges in high school was ad-
vanced placement classes, which 
cemented both Morgan and 
Riley’s interest in science-related 
fields, they said.

“They just really have a drive 
to understand things. They’re 
great at asking questions and 
pursuing something until they 

truly understand it. It’s not just 
about getting a grade,” said Lenz, 
who also taught both siblings in 
AP biology.

Studying for AP classes during 
their final two years in high 
school — with a glut of snow 
days in early 2019 and schools 
closing completely in mid-March 
— was “probably the hardest,” 
Riley said.

“The biggest obstacle was 
overcoming expectations for my-
self and learning to not expect to 
be perfect,” Morgan said. “That’s 
impossible. Learning to be okay 
with and be proud of what I 
could accomplish.”

In the fall, the twins will attend 
UW-Madison. Morgan is unde-
clared but is considering a major 
in biomedical engineering; Riley 
plans a degree in biochemistry or 
molecular biology.

They’ve known since high 
school that they wanted to study 
science, both said.

Both are disappointed that 
schools had to close in the 
middle of their senior year but 
are pragmatic about the future. 
Their fellow high school students 
should “enjoy every moment you 
have,” Morgan said.

“Just enjoy all this free time 
that you’ve been given,” Riley 
said. “Do something you enjoy, 
but also don’t forget to do your 
homework.”

EXTRa PRECaUTIonS

Staff photo by Eric Lindquist

Masked patrons stroll Saturday by the temporarily masked “Granny’s Garden” sculpture that greets visitors to 
the Eau Claire Downtown Farmers Market in Phoenix Park. Saturday was opening day of the market’s 2020 
season, and several safety measures were in place to guard against the spread of the new coronavirus.

Twins, valedictorians, graduates
Altoona siblings 
stick together  
in academia

Photo courtesy of Jodilynn Photography

Altoona High School graduating seniors and twin valedictorians 
Morgan and Riley Parks aren’t letting a senior year cut short by 
school closures dim their enthusiasm for beginning their college 
careers at UW-Madison this fall.

By Elana Schor, Mike 
Stobbe and Michael 

Kunzelman
Associated Press

NEW YORK  — On 
a weekend when many 
pandemic-weary people 
emerged from weeks of 
lockdown, leaders in the 
U.S. and Europe weighed 
the risks and rewards of 
lifting COVID-19 restric-
tions knowing that a 
vaccine could take years 
to develop.

In separate stark warn-
ings, two major European 
leaders bluntly told their 
citizens that the world 
needs to adapt to living 
with the coronavirus and 
cannot wait to be saved 
by a vaccine.

“We are confronting 
this risk, and we need to 
accept it, otherwise we 
would never be able to 
relaunch,” Italian Pre-
mier Giuseppe Conte 
said, acceding to a push 
by regional leaders to al-
low restaurants, bars and 
beach facilities to open 
Monday, weeks ahead of 
an earlier timetable.

The warnings from 
Conte and British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
came as governments 
worldwide and many U.S. 
states struggled with re-

starting economies blind-
sided by the pandemic.

With 36 million newly 
unemployed in the U.S. 
alone, economic pres-
sures are building even 
as authorities acknowl-
edge that reopening risks 
setting off new waves of 
infections and deaths. 
In the U.S., images of 
crowded bars, beaches 
and boardwalks suggest-
ed some weren’t heeding 
warnings to safely enjoy 
reopened spaces while 
limiting the risks of 
spreading infection.

Britain’s Johnson, who 
was hospitalized last 
month with a serious 
bout of COVID-19, 
speculated Sunday that 
a vaccine may not be 
developed at all, despite 
the huge global effort 

to produce one. Health 
experts say the world 
could be months, if not 
years, away from having 
a vaccine available to 
everyone.

“There remains a very 
long way to go, and I 
must be frank that a vac-
cine might not come to 
fruition,” Johnson wrote 
in the Mail on Sunday 
newspaper.

The coronavirus has 
infected over 4.6 million 
people and killed more 
than 314,000 worldwide, 
according to a tally by 
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity that experts say 
under counts the true 
toll of the pandemic. The 
U.S. has reported over 
89,000 dead and Europe 
has seen at least 160,000 
deaths.

For most people, the 
coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms. 
For some, especially old-
er adults and people with 
existing health problems, 
it can cause more severe 
illness and lead to death.

Some experts noted 
recent infection surges in 
Texas, including a 1,800-
case jump Saturday, with 
Amarillo identified as a 
growing hot spot. Texas 
officials said increased 
testing was playing a big 
role — the more you look 
for something, the more 
you find it. Many are 
watching hospitalizations 
and death rates in the 
weeks ahead to see ex-
actly what the new Texas 
numbers really mean.

U.S., European leaders weigh reopening risks
Decisions 

complicated 
by belief 

vaccine could 
take years to 

develop

See VIRUS  Page 2A

By Lisa M. Krieger
The Mercury News (TNS)

SAN JOSE, Calif. — As an 
infectious disease expert, Dr. 
George Rutherford knows 
all about the horrors of 
COVID-19.

But there’s one risk that 
the University of California, 
San Francisco professor, 
wearing a mask, is willing to 
take: hugging his 2-year-old 
granddaughter.

For two months, we’ve 
been diligent about stay-
ing home. But, as Bay Area 
residents start to venture 
out with parts of the state 
gradually loosening lock-
down restrictions, how do 
we navigate this new land-
scape of peril and promise? 
We can’t stay isolated and 
fearful forever.

The new normal looks like 
this: Social lives carefully 
built around “risk reduction” 
rather than the strict and 
absolute safety of isolated 
sheltering.

“We need to balance our 
needs with what we know 
about coronavirus,” said Stan-
ford University communica-
tions professor Jeff Hancock, 
founding director of the 
Stanford Social Media Lab, 
who is studying compliance 
with stay-at-home orders.

“Abstinence doesn’t work. 
Plans that are practical 
and recognize basic human 
needs will be more success-
ful than those plans that 
don’t,” he said. “Do we need 
a vacation in Costa Rica 
with lots of friends? No. Do 
we need intimate and social 
moments? Yes.”

Risk isn’t binary, experts 
agreed. All-or-nothing 
approaches both have bad 
consequences.

What level 
of risk is 

acceptable? 
It depends.
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