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» New numbers
Eau Claire metro area’s unem-
ployment rate rises. Page 3A

» Face-to-face
Eau Claire County Board aim-
ing for in-person meetings this 
fall. Page 3A
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MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Wisconsin is set to receive 
about $400 million as part 
of a proposed $26 billion 
national legal settlement over 
the opioid crisis, Attorney 
General Josh Kaul announced 
Wednesday.

The agreement is designed 
to settle investigations and 
litigation over whether U.S. 
drug distribution companies 
AmerisourceBergen, Cardi-
nal Health and McKesson 
fulfilled their legal duty to 
refuse to ship opioids to 
pharmacies that submitted 
suspicious drug orders, Kaul 
said. The settlement also 
would resolve allegations 
that drugmaker Johnson & 
Johnson misled patients and 
doctors about the addictive 
nature of opioids, he said.

The settlement calls for 
Johnson & Johnson to pay up 
to $5 billion, Amerisource-
Bergen and Cardinal Health 
to each contribute $6.4 
billion, and McKesson to pay 
$7.9 billion.

Additionally, Johnson 
& Johnson has agreed to 
stop selling opioids and the 
distributors have agreed to 
establish an independent 
clearinghouse that will track 
the amount of opioids they 
send to health care providers 
and localities.

Kaul said the state Depart-
ment of Justice is review-
ing the final details of the 
settlement and will indicate 
whether Wisconsin will join 
it by Aug. 20.

Kaul announced earlier 
this month that Wisconsin is 
in line to receive $65 mil-
lion as part of a $4.3 billion 
multistate settlement with 
OxyContin maker Purdue 
Pharma. That deal is meant 
to resolve allegations that 
the company downplayed 
Oxycontin risks.

Opioid 
settlement 

to net $400M 
for state

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS — 
Chippewa County public 
health director Angela 
Weideman last held her 
weekly COVID-19 
press conference 
on June 9, saying 
she hoped they 
would no longer 
be needed.

However, 
COVID-19 cases 
are surging once 
again nationwide, 
with roughly 83% 
of new cases now 
the Delta variant. Many 
lawmakers in Wash-
ington have resumed 
wearing masks as cases 
are spreading, including 
among people fully vac-
cinated.

However, COVID-19 
cases in western Wis-
consin haven’t substan-

tially increased in recent 
weeks. That hasn’t eased 
Weideman’s fears about 
the virus.

“I am definitely 
concerned,” Weideman 
said Wednesday. “I have 

definitely gotten 
a lot of questions 
from the commu-
nity and my staff 
about what we 
can expect in the 
fall.”

Weideman is 
informed of the 
number of new 
cases in the coun-
ty, but those sam-

ples aren’t always given a 
genome sequencing test 
to determine if they are 
the Delta variant.

“I am not able to give 
a good number on what 
percent coming in are the 
Delta variant,” she said.

Chippewa County has 
now vaccinated 30,049, 

or 46.5%, of its estimated 
64,500 residents. How-
ever, the county still lags 
beind the state’s 51.2% 
rate of people having at 
least one dose. Weide-
man said the recent up-

tick in cases hasn’t been 
the main reason for some 
people who recently got 
vaccinated.

“We’ve had a few reach 
out for vaccines that 
initially were hesitant,” 

Weideman said. “Some 
people got them because 
of the opening of Canada 
(planned for mid-Au-
gust.)”

Others who were re-
cently vaccinated got the 
shot because colleges are 
going to require them, 
she added.

Weideman said she 
is still not aware of any 
fully vaccinated Chippe-
wa County residents who 
later were hospitalized or 
died from the virus, al-
though she knows of two 
breakthrough infections, 
meaning people got vac-
cinated but later tested 
positive.

With what is hap-
pening with the cases 
surging nationwide, 
Weideman again urged 
the unvaccinated public 
to come in and get a shot.

Official fears Delta variant surge

Weideman

COVID-19 cases
COVID-19 cases 

in Wisconsin, as of 
Wednesday

(Number in paren-
theses is increase in 
the past day)

Barron 5,905; 85 
deaths

Buffalo 1,393 (+2); 7 
deaths

Chippewa 7,541 (+1); 
95 deaths

Clark 3,318 (+3); 60 
deaths

Dunn 4,750 (+2); 35 
deaths (+2)

Eau Claire 11,703 
(+8); 110 deaths

Jackson 2,665 (+2); 
27 deaths

Pepin 868 (+3); 7 
deaths

Pierce 4,037 (+3); 38 
deaths

Rusk 1,406; 24 deaths
St. Croix 8,174; 64 

deaths
Trempealeau 3,568; 

45 deaths
12 county total: 597 

deaths (+2)
Statewide: 615,739 

(+361)
Deaths: 7,390 (+7)
Source: Wisconsin 

Department of Health 
Services

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — For the own-
ers of Nellie Holsteins, the shift 
toward greater use of technolo-
gy was a matter of economics.

The Eau Claire County dairy 
farmers wanted to grow their 
56-cow operation enough to 
support two generations but 
also ensure they could run it 
themselves.

To accomplish those seem-
ingly competing goals, Der-
rick and Miranda Nelson and 
Derrick’s father, Doug, decided 
about three years ago to expand 
to 180 cows and make a major 
investment in technology.

The Nelsons built a four-row 
free-stall barn that is big enough 
for drive-through feeding just 
down the road from Doug’s 
home farm.

To make it manageable for 
just three people to do all 
the work, they lean on some 
futuristic-sounding equipment 
including a robotic feed pusher, 
an automated alley scraper to 
remove manure and activity 
trackers to monitor the health 
and movement of cows, Miran-
da said Wednesday at Wiscon-
sin Farm Technology Days.

Nellie Holsteins, a fifth-gen-
eration farm just south of Eau 
Claire that was founded in 1895, 
is one of the stops on the local 
farm tours that attracted about 
1,500 people on the first day of 
this week’s Farm Technology 
Days in Eau Claire County. The 
farm show, hosted by Huntsing-
er Farms, includes 522 exhibi-

tors from 26 states.
Crowds at the farm show 

have exceeded expectations, 
with publicity committee 
chairwoman Lee Caraher esti-
mating that the three-day event 
reached its expected total of 
45,000 attendees on Wednesday. 
The show continues from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. today.

“It’s been awesome so far,” 
Caraher said Wednesday. 
“We’ve just heard great things.”

As for the Nelsons, they were 
forward-looking enough that 
Nellie Holsteins was the first 

dairy in the United States to 
use the Valmetal Pro-Feed, a 
self-guided machine that uses 
an augur to lift and push feed in 
the cows’ direction.

The $31,000 computerized 
device, which uses magnets to 
follow a regular path among 
the stalls, replaces a person 
performing the task with a skid 
steer multiple times a day, said 
Greg Lueth, a salesman at Val-
metal’s exhibit at Farm Technol-
ogy Days.

New era of agriculture

Latest gizmos highlighted on Farm Technology Days dairy tour

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Brett and Kari Weber of Medford look at old tractors this week at Wisconsin Farm Technology Days in Eau Claire County. The display 
includes heritage tractors dating from as far back as the 19th century.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Crowds have exceeded expectations this week at Wisconsin Farm Technology Days at Huntsinger 
Farms in Eau Claire. An event official estimated that the three-day event reached its expected total 
of 45,000 attendees on Wednesday. The show continues from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today.

If You Go
• What: Farm Technology Days, 

Wisconsin’s largest agricultur-
al show.

• When: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. today 
(the three-day show’s final 
day).

• Where: Huntsinger Farms, 
W3020 Mitchell Road, Eau 
Claire.

• Tickets: $10 for single-day 
entry; $40 for 5-person family 
pack. Available at gate or on-
line at wifarmtechdays.org.

See FARM  Page 2A

See CHIPPEWA  Page 2A


