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» Topic of discussion
Eau Claire school board will 
hear updates on the Little Red 
Nature Campus proposal.  
Page 3A

» Female empowerment
Women’s Business Conference 
is slated for May 16 at UW-Eau 
Claire. Page 1C

TOMORROW

EC Marathon 
draws thousands

of participants

» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot April issue

SUNDAY • MAY 5, 2019 $2.50

LEADER-TELEGRAM
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

» 
EAU CLAIRE AND THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY’S LEADING NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1881

63/40 PAGE 8C

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM
Volume 48 • Number 328 • 6 sections  •  38 pages «

VALLEY ARTS • Eau Claire Children’s Theatre presents homicidal comedy/3E

YOUR REGION • Governor’s Fishing Opener returns to Rush County/3A

By Jessica Gresko

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Clar-
ence Thomas has been a 
Supreme Court justice for 
nearly three 
decades. It 
may finally be 
his moment.

Many 
Americans 
know Thomas 
largely from 
his bruising 
1991 confirma-
tion hearing, 
when he was accused of 
sexual harassment charges by 
former employee Anita Hill 
— charges he denied. People 
may know he’s a conservative 
and has gone years without 
speaking during arguments at 
the court. But scholars say it 
would be wise to pay closer 
attention to Thomas.

Thomas is now the lon-
gest-serving member of a 
court that has recently gotten 
more conservative, putting 
him in a potentially powerful 
position, and he’s said he 
doesn’t plan on retiring soon. 

Madelyn Odegard believed every mile-
stone along a cancer journey should be 
celebrated, especially birthdays.

The 9-year-old Maddy — described by 
her parents, Josh and Heidi, as their “brave, 
strong little warrior” — lost her three-year 
battle with cancer on Aug. 15, 2017.

Hoping to help other children fighting 
cancer and their fam-
ilies on a similar jour-
ney, the Odegards of 
Eau Claire launched 
Mighty Maddy’s Mis-
sion in 2018.

The nonprofit 
— like the girl it is 
named after — aims 
to create smiles for 
those affected by 
childhood cancer by 
providing “Maddy’s 
Sparkle Box,” a birth-
day box full of party 
supplies and a gift for the inpatient cancer 
patient or sibling if it is his or her birthday.

The boxes made their debut at 

Marshfield Children’s Hospital, which 
is located in Marshfield Medical Cen-
ter, the flagship hospital of Marshfield 
Clinic Health System. The site also is 
home to Maddy’s Toy Shop, a mobile 
cart filled with new toys that pediatric 
patients can pick from, and a bell young 
patients can ring when their treatment 
is complete.

By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

M
ore than eight years after an 
Eau Claire man admitted to 
being a sexually violent per-
son under the state’s sexual 

predator law, he is about to be released 
— under supervision — back into Eau 
Claire County.

On Wednesday, Eau Claire County 
Judge Sarah Harless signed an order 
granting Jeffrey J. Bonnin supervised 
release from the state’s Sexually Violent 
Persons Program.

Since the state’s sexual predator law 
— which allows persons deemed sexual-
ly violent persons to be committed to a 
secure treatment center indefinitely af-
ter completing their criminal sentences 
— took effect 25 years ago, Bonnin is one 
of 10 sex offenders who have been com-
mitted who have identified Eau Claire 
County as their county of residence.

The 47-year-old Bonnin, expected to 
be released in the near future, is one of 
three men from Eau Claire County still 
being held at Sand Ridge Secure Treat-
ment Center in Mauston, according to 
the state Department of Health Services.

Those numbers don’t surprise former 
longtime Eau Claire County District 
Attorney Rich White, who was involved 
in several commitment petitions while 
in office, including the county’s first.

On March 24, 1997, a petition alleging 

Thomas H. Bush was a sexually violent 
person was filed in Eau Claire County 
Court.

“Thomas Bush was the poster boy for 
sex offender petitions,” White said of 
Bush, who was convicted of attempted 
second-degree sexual assault of a men-
tally ill victim in 1988. His conviction 
stemmed from an incident earlier that 
year where a worker reported seeing 
him undressed in the room of a Syver-
son Lutheran Home resident. Bush was 
sentenced as a repeat sex offender.

“These are not the run-of-the-mill 
individual who gets convicted of sexual 
assault,” White said. “They are people 
who have a demonstrated history of 
repeated violations.”

And those are the people the Legis-
lature was targeting, said former state 
Sen. Dave Zien, a Republican from the 
Chippewa County town of Wheaton, 
who was in office when the state’s sexual 
predator law was enacted.

“Back then, we were strongly in favor 
of coming down hard on sexual preda-
tors to protect people from them,” Zien 
said of the law, which survived legal 
challenges.

Through the sexual predator law, sex 
offenders are transferred to Sand Ridge 
when the state Department of Justice or 
a county district attorney files a petition 
for commitment.
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BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  

BEATING ODDS IN ACL RETURN

- Fall Creek’s Cline showing exactly why he’s Division I bound

- Five questions with new Eau Claire Memorial girls soccer coach Olivia Hanson

- Former Menomonie Mustang Davidson returned to Chippewa Valley with Steel
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Since the state enacted the sexual predator law, 10 men 

identifying Eau Claire County as their county of residence 

have been committed to a treatment facility

Remembering ‘Mighty Maddy’
During her 
three-year 
battle with 
cancer, 
Madelyn 
Odegard of 
Eau Claire 
spent some 
birthdays — 
her own and 
those of her 
sisters, Isabelle 
and Amelia — 
in the hospital. 
Instead of 
missing out on 
the festivities, 
she decorated 
her hospital 
room for the 
celebrations.

Justice  
Thomas’  
moment  
may have  
arrived

Thomas

By the Numbers
The state of Wisconsin enacted 

its sexual predator law in mid-1994, 
which allows sexually violent of-
fenders to be committed to a secure 
treatment center after completing 
their criminal sentences.

In Eau Claire County since the 
law was enacted:

• 17: The number petitions for 
commitment that have been filed by 
attorneys in either the Eau Claire 
County District Attorney’s Office 
or state Department of Justice. Two 
men were subject to two petitions 
each.

• 10: The number of men commit-
ted. Of those, three remain at Sand 
Ridge Secure Treatment Center; 
although one of them has been 
granted supervised release.

• 4: The number of men detained 
and released prior to commitment.

• 1: The number of men detained 
and currently serving a longer pris-
on term. He has never been at Sand 
Ridge Secure Treatment Center, but 
he will be transferred there once he 
completes his prison sentence.

• 10 years, two months: The aver-
age length of stay for the 14 patients 
from Eau Claire County.
Source: Wisconsin Department of Health Services
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About Wilms tumors
• Wilms tumor is the most common type 

of kidney cancer in children, according 

to the American Cancer Society. Each 

year, about 500 to 600 new cases are 

diagnosed in the United States.

• Wilms tumors tend to occur in young 

children. The average age of diagnosis 

is about 3 to 4. These tumors become 

less common as children grow older, and 

they’re very rare in adults.

• Wilms tumors are slightly more common 

in girls than in boys.

See MADDY  Page 2A
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