
» Great outdoors
Nice weather gets people  

outside Page 1C

» Taking a hit
Tesla’s profits shrink Page 6C

TOMORROW

Native American 
horse racing  
event planned

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot January issue

» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

SUNDAY • FebrUArY 3, 2019 $2.50

LEADER-TELEGRAM
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram

» 
eAU CLAIre AND THe CHIPPeWA VALLeY’S LeADING NeWS SOUrCe SINCe 1881

40/31     PAGE 8C

LEADERTELEGRAM.COM
Volume 48 • Number 237 • 6 sections  •  40 pages «

VALLEY ARTS: • Cheeseheads music  
takes the stage/1F

LOCAL FLAVOR
ON CAMPUS:  

Political scientist 
writes book on 

pop culture  
influences/6F

INDEX
business  ................................7C
Classifieds  .............................1D
Comics/Crossword  ............... 5D
Community  ...........................8A
Dear Abby  .............................3F
Food .......................................3e
Horoscope  ............................ 4D
Lifestyles  ...............................1e
Moments  ................................5e
Obituaries  .............................2C
On Campus  ............................6F
Opinion  ..................................4F
Public notices  ................. 3D, 4D
region  ...................................1C
Sports  ....................................1b
Sudoku .................................. 2D
Travel  ....................................6e
TV Listings  ............................3F
Valley Arts  ............................1F
Weather  .................................8C
Wonderword  ........................ 4D

rain

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

One after another they arrived 
in a downtown park-
ing lot on a bitterly 
cold Tuesday night, 
seeking winter cloth-
ing, or food, or water, 
or advice, or solace, 
or maybe a mix of all 
of that.

A man with a gray-
white beard speckled 
with frost approached 
a group of volunteers 
with Chippewa Valley 
Street Ministry and 
sought gloves and a 
bottle of water. He 
chatted with two volunteers, 
thanking them and describing 
the rigors of spending a frigid 
day in which the temperature 
failed to climb above 0 degrees 
on the street.

“It’s hard out here on days 
like this, that’s for sure,” the 
man said, then turned to cross 
South Barstow Street toward 
the Sojourner House homeless 
shelter where he hoped to spend 
the night.

A moment later Street Min-
istry pastor Mike Henry talked 
with a frail-looking man who 
seemed overwhelmed by surviv-
ing as a homeless person. The 

white puffs of breath escaping 
his mouth as he talked were 
testament to the temperature of 
14 degrees below zero.

Henry talked with 
the man, asking 
him about his day 
and telling him the 
street ministry would 
be there again the 
following night, part 
of the group’s ex-
panded hours during 
the week because of 
the relentless cold.
They finished their 
conversation and the 
man ambled slowly 
and unsteadily toward 
Sojourner House.

“That poor guy has a brain 
tumor,” Henry said as the man 
continued across the street. 
“He seems so tired. I don’t 
know how he’s going to make it 
through the winter.”

Then Henry turned to help 
another man seeking assistance. 
The man grabbed a pastry and 
learned from Henry that street 
ministry volunteers would be at 
the same parking lot across the 
street from Sojourner House, 
618 S. Barstow St., Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings.

“Thank you for what you 
do,” the man said, then crossed 
the street as a snow cloud 

buffeted by a strong wind 
enveloped him, then quickly 
swirled past.

On this arctic night on which 
the temperature would plum-
met to 30 degrees below zero 
and windchill readings reached 
minus 48, each step into a brisk 
breeze felt like a trying endeav-
or. The faces of many seeking as-
sistance from the street ministry 
were painted red after too long 
spent in the frosty conditions. 
Others faces were a ghastly, pale 
color not much different from 

the snow around them.
One woman, who said she was 

38 but appeared much older, 
bowed her stocking-capped 
head as she trudged along a 
sidewalk. When she reached 
ministry volunteers, she asked 
for gloves, food and water.

“Damn it’s cold out here,” 
she said as she munched on a 
pasty half frozen in the bitter 
air. “Living on the streets in this 
weather is tough.”

Surviving on the streets
Eau Claire’s homeless residents do 
what they can to endure bitter cold
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Brent Rhody, left, and Chuck Stokes, middle, volunteers with Chippe-
wa Valley Street Ministry, hand out food, hand warmers and clothes 
to a homeless man in downtown Eau Claire Tuesday night when the 
low temperature in the city reached minus 30 degrees. View more 
photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

B
ARRON — More than 
two decades after the 
first refugees from 
Somalia arrived in 

Barron, immigrants from that 
war-torn country account for 
nearly a quarter of the city’s 
population.

While the Somalis gradually 
have integrated into the com-
munity, their involvement has 
not extended to city govern-
ment — so far.

But that may be about to 
change, as two Somali candi-
dates — Isaak Mohamed and 
Faisal Ahmed — are running 
for one open at-large seat 
on the six-member Barron 
City Council. Mohamed and 
Ahmed will join Barron native 

Paul Solie on the ballot in the 
Feb. 19 primary, when the field 
will be trimmed to two can-
didates for the April 2 spring 
election. The winner will 

serve a two-year term.
It is the first time a Somali 

has run for public office in 
Barron, city officials said, and 
Mohamed and Ahmed believe 

they are the first Somali polit-
ical candidates in Wisconsin 
history.

GROUNDBREAKING 

ELECTION
Two Somalis are 

among three 
candidates seeking 

seat on council

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Somali candidates Faisal Ahmed, left, and Isaak Mohamed, along with Paul Solie, discuss their cam-
paigns for Barron City Council last week in the council chambers. The three Barron men are vying for 
one open seat on the council. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school 
board will disclose Monday 
whether schools Superin-
tendent Mary Ann Hard-
ebeck will remain in her 
position at 
the district, 
according 
to meeting 
materials.

Sources 
told the 
Leader-Tele-
gram last 
week that 
Hardebeck, 
who was hired as super-
intendent in 2012, sought 
another contract extension 
but some board members 
balked at that request. Her 
current two-year agreement 
will expire June 30.

Board President Joe Lug-
inbill confirmed the board’s 
decision will be announced 
Monday, but he declined to 
comment further.

Official’s 
job status 

to be  
revealed
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