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MEMORIAL GRAD KITZMANN 
RETURNS TO FOOTBALL  

AFTER MILITARY CAREER

BACK IN 
ACTION

condITIonS reQUIrInG caUTIon

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Traffic flows westbound near Exit 59 on Interstate 94 Sunday evening at the end of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. Icy condi-
tions caused some crashes and delays although the immediate Eau Claire area avoided the heavy snowfall that hit the northern 
part of the region.

By Hope Yen
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
White House declared Sunday 
it would not participate in the 
first impeachment hearings be-
fore the House Judiciary Com-
mittee as Democrats prepared 
to approve their report Tuesday 
making the case for President 
Donald Trump’s removal from 
office.

The Democratic majority on 
the House Intelligence Com-
mittee says its report will speak 
for itself in laying out possible 
charges of bribery or “high 
crimes and misdemeanors,” the 
constitutional standard for im-
peachment. After receiving the 
report, the Judiciary Committee 

would prepare actual charges.
That committee’s first hearing 

was already set for Wednesday 
and was expected to feature 
four legal experts who will 
examine questions of constitu-
tional grounds as the commit-
tee decides whether to write 

articles of impeachment against 
Trump, and if so, what those 
articles would be.

The White House was invited 
to attend the Wednesday hear-
ing, but its counsel declined in 
a fiery letter released Sunday 
evening.

“This baseless and highly 
partisan inquiry violates all 
past historical precedent, basic 
due process rights, and funda-
mental fairness,” said White 
House counsel Pat Cipollone, 
continuing the West Wing’s 
attack on the procedural form 
of the impeachment proceed-
ings. Trump himself was sched-
uled to attend a summit with 
NATO allies outside London on 
Wednesday.

Cipollone’s letter applied only 
to the Wednesday hearing, and 
he demanded more information 
from Democrats on how they 
intended to conduct further 
hearings before Trump would 
decide whether to participate in 
those hearings. House-passed 
rules provide the president 
and his attorneys the right to 
cross-examine witnesses and 
review evidence before the 
committee, but little ability to 
bring forward witnesses of their 
own.

WH won’t attend Wednesday hearing
Lawyer: 

Impeachment 
process ‘baseless 

and highly 
partisan’

Associated Press

President Donald Trump speaks during a ceremony for new Secre-
tary of Defense Mark Esper July 25 at the Pentagon.

By Breana Noble
The Detroit News

ANN ARBOR, Mich. 
— Michigan’s first legal 
recreational sales began 
around 10 a.m. Sunday, 
13 months after voters 
approved a ballot measure 
allowing it.

Consumers from across 
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania lined 
up outside provisioning 
centers to kick off what is 
expected to be one of the 
largest adult-use markets 
in the Midwest. The state 
of Michigan forecasts the 
sales will total hundreds of 
millions of dollars in the 
first year, though access 
will be limited at first.

Kelly Savage, 25, of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, was the first 
to purchase recreational 
marijuana from Exclusive 
Brands LLC’s shop in Ann 
Arbor. He arrived before the 
store closed Saturday to be 
the first in line.

“I wanted to be a part of 
history,” Savage, a landscap-
er, said before exchanging 
$480 in cash for an ounce 
of Platinum OG, a flower 
with a high content of del-
ta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol, 
the psychoactive element in 
marijuana known as THC. 
“It was worth it, even if it 
was just a half an ounce, it 
was worth it.”

Mich. 
begins 
sales of 

marijuana
Legalization 

comes 13 
months after 

ballot measure
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By Aritz Parra and 
Frank Jordans
Associated Press

MADRID  — U.N. Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres said Sunday 
that the world’s efforts to 
stop climate change have 
been “utterly inadequate” 
so far and there is a 
danger global warming 
could pass the “point of 
no return.”

Speaking before the 
start today of a two-week 
international climate 
conference in Madrid, 
the U.N. chief said the 
impact of rising tempera-
tures — including more 
extreme weather — is 
already being felt around 
the world, with dramatic 
consequences for hu-
mans and other species.

He noted that the 
world has the scientific 
knowledge and the tech-

nical means to limit glob-
al warming, but “what is 
lacking is political will.”

“The point of no return 
is no longer over the 
horizon,” Guterres told 
reporters in the Spanish 
capital. “It is in sight and 
hurtling toward us.”

Delegates from almost 
200 countries will try to 
put the finishing touches 
on the rules governing 
the 2015 Paris climate 
accord at the Dec. 2-13 
meeting, including how 
to create functioning 
international emissions 
trading systems and com-

pensate poor countries 
for losses they suffer 
from rising sea levels and 
other consequences of 
climate change.

Guterres cited mount-
ing scientific evidence 
for the impact that 
man-made emissions of 
greenhouse gases are 
already having on the 
planet, including record 
temperatures and melt-
ing polar ice.

But he insisted that 
his message was “one of 
hope, not of despair. Our 
war against nature must 
stop and we know that 

that is possible.”
Countries agreed in 

Paris four years ago to 
limit global warming 
to well below 3.6 Fahr-
enheit, ideally 2.7F by 
the end of the century 
compared with pre-in-
dustrial times. Already, 
average temperatures 
have increased by about 
1C, leaving little room 
for the more ambitious 
target to be met.

Guterres said growing 
demands from citizens, 
particularly young peo-
ple, have shown there is 
widespread desire for 
climate action.

“What is still lacking 
is political will,” he said. 
“Political will to put a 
price on carbon. Political 
will to stop subsidies 
on fossil fuels. Political 
will to stop building coal 
power plants from 2020 
onwards. Political will 
to shift taxation from 
income to carbon. Taxing 
pollution instead of 
people.”

Guterres noted that 
some 70 countries — 
many of them among 
the most vulnerable to 
climate change — have 

pledged to stop emitting 
more greenhouse gases 
by 2050.

“But we also see 
clearly that the world’s 
largest emitters are not 
pulling their weight. And 
without them, our goal is 
unreachable,” he said.

The U.N. chief said 
he hoped the meeting 
in Madrid would see 
governments make more 
ambitious pledges ahead 
of a deadline to do so 
next year.

He also said that creat-
ing a worldwide market 
for emissions, which 
is a key element of the 
sixth article of the Paris 
accord, remained one 
of the most contentious 
issues for negotiators.

“We are here to find 
answers for article 6, not 
to find excuses,” Guterres 
said.

Guterres also an-
nounced that outgoing 
Bank of England gover-
nor Mark Carney will 
become his new special 
envoy on “climate action 
and climate finance” 
from next year.

U.N. chief: Climate efforts ‘utterly inadequate’ 
Guterres 
warns of 
reaching 

‘point of no 
return’

Associated Press

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks 
during a news conference Sunday at the COP25 
summit in Madrid, Spain.
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