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» Hospitals reveal 
2020’s top names
Madeline, Henry head local 
lists. Page 3A

» Best movies of year
Critic creates ranking, hopes 
for return to theaters. Page 9A
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Number of 
cOVId cases in 
region updated
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Leader-Telegram staff

ALTOONA – Former 
Altoona superintendent 
Daniel Peggs is asking a 
federal judge 
to amend the 
conditions of 
his pretrial 
release.

The re-
quest, filed 
by Joseph 
Bugni, an 
associate 
federal de-
fender, asks the court to 
allow Peggs to “seek and 
maintain employment — 
subject to the probation 
department’s approval,” 
and to live at a probation 
department-approved resi-
dence in the Madison area. 
The latter portion of the 
request includes a curfew 
allowing him to leave his 
residence between 6 a.m. 
and 9 p.m.

Peggs’ 
attorney 

seeks 
pretrial 
release 
changes

Peggs

See PEGGS  Page 2A

By Leader-Telegram staff

E
AU CLAIRE — Spring brought the first surge of the 
COVID-19 pandemic when it arrived in Wisconsin. 
Large-scale shutdowns in March continued into the 

first part of April, even as people began to adjust. By the 
start of the summer season, it was clear things were going to 
be different for a very long time.

April
• A federal judge rejected requests 
to change the date of the Wisconsin 
primaries.

• Farmers dumped milk after demand 
crashed, creating a massive surplus.

• Country Fest postponed its planned 
concerts, moving them to mid-August.

• A pair of scientists with ties to the 
Chippewa Valley played significant 
roles in developing tests for the COVID 
virus.

• While many business plans went out 
the window in 2020, Eau Claire saw a 

new hardware store open its doors.
• The Blue Ox Music Festival followed 
Country Fest in moving its date to 
August.
• In a seemingly counterintuitive 
move, a number of hospitals furloughed 
employees. The decision came after 
elective procedures were suspended, 
creating a lower need for staffing in 
those areas.
• Simpson Field received installation of 
artificial turf.
• Voters strongly backed CVTC’s bid 
for funding in a referendum. About 67 
percent of voters were in favor of the 

move, which allowed the technical col-
lege to proceed with plans for multiple 
departments.
• A late snowstorm dumped around 
7.7 inches on the area, just in time for 
Easter.
• Developers sought approval for two 
new affordable housing projects in Eau 
Claire.
• Hobbs Ice Center became a tempo-
rary home for the city’s homeless. Con-
cerns about distancing requirements led 
the shelter to the center, which was not 
open at the time.
• Stimulus checks began arriving in 
mailboxes, part of the federal govern-
ment’s attempts to stimulate a badly 
hurt economy.
• Three Illinois men faced charges after 
an Eau Claire man was killed in his 
home. Authorities said the murder was 
gang-related.
• Eau Claire County’s new supervisors 
took the oath of office in drive-up cere-
monies.

A TOUGH SPRING
Pandemic prompts widespread shutdowns, cancellations

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Jose Fuentes, left, and Isaias Perez with AstroTurf nailed in place the yardage markers on the new turf football field being in-
stalled at Simpson Field at UW-Eau Claire on April 10, 2020. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON — Two pharma-
cy chains launched a massive 
effort Monday to inject tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin nursing 
home residents and workers 
with a COVID-19 vaccine, offer-
ing a sliver of hope to a popula-
tion devastated by the runaway 
disease.

CVS Health and Walgreens 
teams started visiting homes 
and inoculating residents and 
staff with the Moderna vaccine 
Monday morning, said Rick 
Abrams, president and CEO of 
the Wisconsin Health Care As-
sociation/Wisconsin Center for 
Assisted Living. The nonprofit 
organization advocates for the 
state’s long-term care industry 

and residents. The effort is part 

of the chains’ plan to vaccinate 

residents and workers at long-

term care facilities across all 50 

states.

COVID-19 has proven espe-

cially deadly in the assisted 

living sector. According to the 

state Department of Health 

Services, 27% of the 4,711 people 

who have died from the disease 

in Wisconsin were long-term 

care residents.

“The mood, the feeling is one 

of great anticipation,” Abrams 
said of the vaccination effort. 
“We’re beginning to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel. 
When you think about what 
has been accomplished in less 
than a year . . . it has been one 
of the most important public 
health feats in the history of the 
world.”

Gov. Tony Evers’ administra-
tion announced Monday that 
the DHS has allocated 56,800 
vaccine doses to the pharmacy 
chains for long-term care facili-
ty inoculations.

But the campaign won’t be 
quick. Wisconsin is home to 
about 60,000 long-term care 
residents, Abrams said. Not 
only will they be vaccinated, the 
chains also hope to inoculate 
anyone who comes into regular 
contact with them. That means 
an undetermined number of 
nurses, custodians, chefs and 
other facility employees will be 
lining up as well, Abrams said. 

Pharmacies begin state nursing home vaccinations 
Effort offers  

hope for hard- 
hit population

More Information
COVID-19 cases in Wisconsin, as of Monday.

(Number in parenthesis is the increase in the past day)

Barron ............................... 4,398 (+5);

55 deaths

Buffalo ................................. 964 (+5); 

7 deaths (+1)

Chippewa .........................5,797 (+12), 

65 deaths

Clark................................... 2,744 (+1); 

49 deaths

Dunn ................................3,439 (+13), 

22 deaths

Eau Claire ......................9,089 (+25); 

75 deaths (+1)

Jackson ..............................2,327 (+3); 

16 deaths

Pepin .................................... 643 (+3); 

5 deaths

Pierce ................................ 2,862 (+6);

29 deaths (+1)

Rusk ................................... 1,091 (+2); 

12 deaths (+1)

St. Croix ............................ 5,396 (+8); 

28 deaths

Trempealeau ...................2,916 (+12); 

28 deaths

State ......................... 472,153 (+1,335)

Deaths ................................4,711 (+19)

Source: Wisconsin Department  

of Health Services
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