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» UW System seeks  
role in water research
Racine Journal Times: Details 
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seems promising. Page 6A
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to present musical adapted 
from big screen. Page 9A
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By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

After 21 years as a teacher, 
coach and administrator at his 
alma mater, Memorial High 
School principal Trevor Kohl-
hepp is graduating to the private 
sector.

Kohlhepp, who has been 
principal for the past 3½ years, 
announced his resignation 
recently in a letter to Memorial 
parents.

He has accepted a position at 
the business technologies com-

pany EO Johnson in Eau Claire.
“I have loved what I’ve done 

at Memorial and the 
school district has been 
very good to me, but 
for me there’s always 
been an intrigue and 
a desire to try to do 
something different,” 
Kohlhepp said Wednes-
day. “An opportunity 
has presented itself, 
and now seemed like a good 
time to look at it.”

Eau Claire schools Superin-
tendent Mary Ann Hardebeck 
said she is sorry to see Kohl-
hepp leave but wishes him the 
best.

“I’m certainly sorry to see 
him go, but I understand he’s 

got a great opportunity and 
he’s looking in that direction,” 

Hardebeck said. “We 
just want him to be 
happy.”

The district already 
has begun a search for a 
new principal at Memo-
rial in hopes of hiring 
Kohlhepp’s successor 
before the start of the 
2019-20 school year. 

It’s an awkward time of year to 
search for a principal, as many 
qualified individuals are likely 
under contract, so it’s possible 
the district will end up naming 
an interim principal next year, 
Hardebeck acknowledged.

“Memorial is a great school 
with a great staff, so I’m hopeful 

we’ll get some great applicants,” 
she said.

The Memorial opening is 
one of three principal positions 
the district is advertising to fill 
this summer. The others are at 
South Middle School and Sam 
Davey Elementary School.

South principal Dianna 
Zeegers, who completed the 
2018-19 school year, announced 
her resignation in the spring 
and is taking a job in Colorado, 
Hardebeck said.

Former Sam Davey principal 
Bill Giese has accepted a posi-
tion working on special projects 
in the district’s central office be-
fore retiring at the end of next 
school year, Hardebeck said.

Memorial High principal to depart for private sector
Sam Davey, South 

leaders also 
changing jobs

By Christena T. O’Brien
Leader-Telegram staff

Entering the second 
floor of the Eau Claire 
County Courthouse 

Wednesday, local attorney 
Robert Thorson placed his 
briefcase into a large bin.

As an employee of Per 
Mar Security Services 
slid the bin through an 
X-ray machine, Thorson 
grabbed his cup of coffee 
and walked through a 
metal detector.

On the other side, 
Thorson retrieved his 
property and headed 
down the hall toward some of the floor’s 
courtrooms.

“It’s nothing new,” said Thorson, who 
has been practicing law for almost 37 
years. “Some of the surrounding court-
houses have similar setups.”

“The screening procedures are not new 
to courthouses, but they are new to ours,” 
said Dan Bresina, captain of the Eau 
Claire County sheriff’s office’s security 
services division, which oversees court-
house and jail security. “That’s why we 
have … an introductory period.”

Beginning July 1, security screening 
will take place for all non-county employ-
ees and visitors — of all ages — to the 
Eau Claire County Courthouse’s second 
floor, or courts floor, and their purses, 
backpacks or bags between 7:45 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The county launched a “soft open-
ing” of the screening Monday to allow 
for a trial period to test equipment, run 
through the screening process and edu-
cate the public and employees.

“We do encourage you to take a little 
extra time ‘cause it might take a few 
more minutes to get you through … ,” 
said Bresina, noting the longest wait 
times he had witnessed so far in observ-
ing the screenings were 45 seconds to 
one minute.

As of noon Wednesday, about 12 people 
had been turned away from the courts 
floor, mostly with pocket knives, pepper 
spray and box cutters, Bresina said.

“So we ask that you check your pock-
ets,” Bresina said. “Those things will not 
be allowed here on the second floor … 
and are not allowed in the courthouse.”

Visitors with unauthorized items have 
been allowed to return the property to 
their vehicles, said Bresina, who asked 
that people not leave prohibited items 
unsecured in the courthouse or on its 
property.

Other unauthorized items include am-
munition, axes or hatchets, batons, bows, 
brass knuckles, electric weapons, explo-
sives, guns of any kind — including BB, 
pellet and toy, hammers, knives, mace, 
martial arts weapons or sharp objects, 

Bresina said.
Over the years, bailiffs have confiscated 

some of those items from people on the 
second floor, he said.

About two years ago, a county com-
mittee was asked to look at courthouse 
security, and the group made several 
recommendations, Bresina said.

“The County Board ultimately made a 
decision to be preemptive versus reactive 
… to security issues,” said Bresina, noting 
it will be up to the body to decide if addi-

tional security measures are added on the 
courthouse’s other floors.

The county has spent $39,500 for the 
security screening equipment, said Bre-
sina, estimating operating and staffing it 
to cost $185,000 to $190,000 annually.

“(In my opinion), it’s important to 
screen people for the protection for 
those who are visiting the courthouse 
and (the county’s) employees,” he said.

Contact: 715-830-5838, christena.
obrien@ecpc.com, @CTOBrien on Twitter

uP and runnInG
Eau Claire County launches security screenings on courts floor

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

After emptying his pockets, a visitor to the Eau Claire County Courthouse’s second 
floor walks through a metal detector Wednesday as his personal property was run 
through an X-ray machine. So far, there have been a lot of positive comments about 
the additional security measures, said Capt. Dan Bresina of the Eau Claire County 
sheriff’s office. View more photos at LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

Eau Claire-based Pablo 
Properties has withdrawn 
its proposal to create office 
buildings and a new chil-
dren’s museum on two 
downtown city lots.

The group that has be-
come known locally for revi-
talization projects, business 
ventures and philanthropy 
recently informed the city’s 
economic development di-
vision that its plans for land 
along North Barstow Street 
won’t be moving forward.

Unveiled in autumn, Pablo 
Properties’ plans included an 
upscale four-story office build-
ing with glass walls, a new Eau 
Claire Children’s Museum and 
an additional office building 
with lower rents to foster 
new start-up companies. The 
project had an estimated $32 
million value.

Aaron White, the city’s 
economic development 
manager, delivered Pablo 
Properties’ letter to Eau 
Claire’s Redevelopment Au-
thority during that group’s 
Wednesday morning board 
meeting.

Pablo 
pulls 

project
Local group 
cancels plan 
for new office 

buildings
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