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» Bus driver shortages
COVID playing a role in lack  
of drivers. Page 3A

» Hurricane cleanup
Ida leaves 1 million without 
power. Page 6A
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spending federal 
COVId dollars
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By David Wahlberg
The Wisconsin State Journal

The Biden administra-
tion’s plan for COVID-19 
vaccine booster shots start-
ing Sept. 20, to be discussed 
by a federal advisory com-
mittee Monday, could help 
curb a surge fueled by the 
delta variant of the corona-
virus but risks undermining 
confidence in the vaccines, 
Madison experts say.

“Given what we’re seeing 
with breakthrough infec-
tions, I think it’s a good 
idea to give a booster,” said 
Dr. Nasia Safdar, medical 
director of infection con-
trol at UW Hospital. With 
COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-
tions and deaths on the rise, 
“anything we can do to blunt 
it would be helpful,” Safdar 
said.

Dr. James Conway, a UW 
Health pediatrician who 
specializes in infectious 
diseases, said the federal 
plan to give boosters to all 
adults should be narrowed 
to high-risk groups such as 
older adults, nursing home 
residents and health care 
workers. Studies suggest 
vaccine protection against 
infection is declining, but 
the shots still stave off most 
serious disease and death, a 
point that could get lost in 
a broad booster campaign, 
Conway said.

“I do worry that it under-
cuts the message that these 
vaccines are really great, 
working better than any of 
us hoped,” he said. 

COVId-19 
booster 

shot plan 
raises 
hopes, 

questions

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— A Taliban guard at Kabul’s 
airport says the last U.S. planes 
have flown out and celebratory 
gunfire erupted across the Af-
ghan capital marking the sym-
bolic end of 20 years of war. In 
Washington, the U.S. confirmed 
the withdrawal of its last troops, 
which faced a self-imposed 
Tuesday deadline.

Hemad Sherzad, a Taliban 
fighter stationed at the airport, 
said early Tuesday the last five 
U.S. planes departed around 
midnight. That would mark 
the end of a massive airlift that 
has allowed more than 116,000 
people to leave since the Tali-
ban swept back into power two 
weeks ago.

In announcing the completion 
of the evacuation and war effort. 
Gen. Frank McKenzie, head of 
U.S. Central Command, said the 
last planes took off from Kabul 
airport at 3:29 p.m. EDT, or 
one minute before midnight in 
Kabul.

Earlier Monday, Islamic State 
militants fired a volley of rock-
ets at Kabul’s rapidly emptying 
international airport without 

hurting anyone. All day, U.S. 
military cargo jets came and 
went despite the rocket attack.

The Taliban had earlier 
released a video shot from the 
airport’s grounds, saying the 
Americans had removed or de-
stroyed most of their equipment 
and that troop numbers were 
far lower. “It looks like today 
will be the last day,” one of the 

unidentified fighters said.
With the departure of the last 

of its troops, the U.S. ends its 
20-year war with the Taliban 
back in power. Many Afghans 
remain fearful of them or fur-
ther instability, and there have 
been sporadic reports of killings 
and other abuses in areas under 
Taliban control despite pledges 
to restore peace and security.

In the last 24 hours, the Amer-
ican military evacuated about 
1,200 people on 26 C-17 flights, 
while two coalition flights flew 
out 50 others, the White House 
said.

The two-week airlift has 
brought scenes of desperation 
and horror. In the early days, 
people desperate to flee Taliban 
rule flooded onto the tarmac 
and some fell to their deaths 
after clinging to a departing air-
craft. On Thursday, an Islamic 
State suicide attack at an airport 
gate killed at least 169 Afghans 
and 13 U.S. service members.

The extremist group is far 
more radical than the Taliban, 
who captured most of Afghan-
istan in a matter of days. The 
two groups have fought each 
other before, and the Taliban 
have pledged to not harbor ter-
rorist groups.

The Taliban tightened their 
security cordon around the 
airport after the attack, clear-
ing away massive crowds of 
Afghans who were desperate to 
flee the country in the waning 
days of the U.S.-led airlift. 

Last planes leave Kabul, completing u.s. departure

Associated Press

A U.S military aircraft takes off from the Hamid Karzai International 
Airport on Monday in Kabul, Afghanistan.

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — An 
annual ritual returned 
to the UW-Eau Claire 

campus over the past three 
days, but with a few tweaks to 
promote safety amid the lin-
gering COVID-19 pandemic.

With coronavirus cases lower than a 
year ago and some students vaccinated, 
life at UW-Eau Claire should be a bit 
closer to normal in 2021-22, said Quincy 
Chapman, director of housing and resi-
dence life.

Yet with delta variant cases spiking 
and local health officials warning of 
rapidly rising hospitalizations, safety 
precautions still will be evident on cam-
pus and in residence halls.

That was visible Saturday through 
Monday as nearly 3,800 masked stu-
dents moved into the university’s resi-
dence halls eager for the start of a new 
academic year.

“It’s looking similar but a little bit less 
rigid this year as far as our student ex-
pectations,” Chapman said, noting that 
masks are still required in all common 

areas of dormitories.
The only exceptions are when stu-

dents are in their rooms, brushing their 
teeth or in the shower.

A pair of students moving in Monday 
said they were not overly concerned 

about the COVID-19 policies.
Freshman Jonathan Binder of Omro 

attended UW-Eau Claire last fall but 
then took spring semester off in part 
because of the pandemic.

Back on campus
Students return to UW-Eau Claire as pandemic lingers

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Danyelle Wynn of Buffalo, Minn., receives help moving into her dorm Sunday from her boyfriend Nick Helmbrecht and parents 
Richard, left, and Marlo Wynn, right, at UW-Eau Claire.

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Kevin Sweatt of Two Harbors, Minn., helps move his two daughters into the dorms 
Sunday at UW-Eau Claire.
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