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» Lack of transparency
School board’s handling of 
leader’s contract kept public  
in dark. Page 6A

» Picking a new floor
Your lifestyle should drive 
decisions on colors, materials. 
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Snow brings 
pain for some, 
profit for others
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By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press

MADISON — An obscure 
Wisconsin board voted to 
lift a ban on its employees 
working 
on climate 
change during 
state time 
that was put 
in place by 
Republicans 
to target the 
daughter of 
Earth Day 
founder Gaylord Nelson, 
who was the board’s execu-
tive director.

The state Board of Com-
missioners of Public Lands 
instituted the ban in 2015, 
driven by concerns from 
two Republican office hold-
ers. Newly elected Demo-
crats who replaced them on 
the board last month joined 
with Democratic Secretary 
of State Doug La Follette 
on Monday in unanimously 
reversing the ban.

By MARK SHERMAN

Associated Press

Chief Justice John Roberts 
broke with the Supreme Court’s 
other conservative justices and 
his own voting record on abor-
tion to block a Louisiana law 
requiring abortion providers to 
have admitting privileges at a 
nearby hospital.

Roberts didn’t explain his de-
cision late Thursday to join the 
court’s four liberal justices. But 
it was the clearest sign yet of 
the role Roberts intends to play 
as he guides a more conserva-
tive court with two new mem-

bers appointed 
by President 
Donald Trump.

Since the 
retirement of 
Justice Anthony 
Kennedy last 
summer, Rob-
erts has become 
the court’s new 
swing vote. He 

is, by most measures, a very 
conservative justice, but he 
seems determined to keep the 
court from moving too far right 
too fast and being perceived as 
just another forum for partisan 
politics in Washington.

“People need to know that 
we’re not doing politics. They 
need to know that we’re doing 
something different, that we’re 
applying the law,” Roberts said 

during an appearance this week 
at Tennessee’s Belmont Univer-
sity.

Roberts’ vote in the Louisi-
ana case was the fourth time in 
recent weeks that he has held 
the decisive vote on 5-4 out-
comes that otherwise split the 
court’s conservative and liberal 
justices.

In late December, Roberts 
joined the liberals to keep 
Trump’s new asylum policy 
from taking effect. It would 
have prevented immigrants 
from making asylum claims if 
they didn’t enter the United 
States at a border crossing. 
Then, in January, Roberts voted 
with the conservatives to allow 
restrictions on military service 
by transgender individuals to be 
put in place.

On Thursday, a half hour 
before the court acted on the 
Louisiana law, Roberts voted 
with the conservatives to deny a 
Muslim death row inmate’s plea 
to have his imam with him for 
his execution in Alabama. The 
federal appeals court in Atlan-
ta had ordered the execution 
halted, but the Supreme Court 
lifted the hold and allowed it to 
proceed.

The final vote was the order 
to keep Louisiana’s admitting 
privileges law on hold while the 
court decides whether to add 
the case to its calendar for the 
term that begins in October. 
Louisiana’s law is strikingly 
similar to a Texas measure the 
justices struck down in 2016.

By Julian Emerson  
and Samantha West

Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school board 
announced Friday it has ap-
proved a one-year contract with 
Superintendent Mary Ann Har-
debeck that would extend her 
tenure in the district’s top job 
through June 30, 2020, at which 
time she said she will retire from 
the district.

Board members approved the 
contract on Jan. 29, and Hard-
ebeck signed it the following 
day. It wasn’t until an emergen-

cy meeting called Friday that 
board members announced 
the decision. The board met in 
closed session beforehand to 
add the retirement language to 
the contract.

Hardebeck was present at 
Friday’s meeting and declined 
comment regarding her con-

tract. She said she 
plans to discuss 
the matter more 
at the board’s 
next scheduled 
meeting Feb. 18.

“I think I’ll have 
a lot of things to 
share later,” she 
said, “but I don’t 

think that now is the time.”
Hardebeck’s current two-year 

contract ends June 30. She was 
hired as Eau Claire schools 
superintendent in 2012. She 
previously worked as assistant 
superintendent of personnel ser-

vices at Loudoun County Public 
Schools in Virginia.

Hardebeck said in a news re-
lease she will work to help find 
the district’s next superinten-
dent and ease the transition to 
a new leader. That process will 
begin next school year, with the 
new superintendent taking the 
position starting July 1, 2020.

“I am proud of the work we 
are doing,” Hardebeck said in 
the news release. “We will spend 
the next year-and-a-half taking 
that work to the next level.”

Superintendent gets 1 more year
Hardebeck 

will retire in 
2020, help find 

successor

By Julian Emerson

Leader-Telegram staff

The owner of a troubled 
mobile home park on Eau 
Claire’s north side said he is 
willing to make investments to 
improve the condition of those 
dilapidated units, but city of-
ficials question whether those 
expenditures will happen, and 
whether they will be enough to 
meet safe housing regulations.

Reed Woith, who owns 
the trailer park, said he is 
committed to helping pay for 
improvements to Maples, 1611 
Western Ave., to keep the park 
open. Eau Claire city officials 
have discussed shutting the 
park down because living 
conditions there have become 
unsafe.

However, whether Woith, 
who lives in Ellenton, Fla., is 
willing to make the kinds of 
improvements city officials 
said are necessary to ensure 
residents living in the park’s 
46 trailer homes are in housing 
that meets minimum health 
and safety standards remains 
uncertain. He has owned the 
Maples trailer park for 12 years 
and the condition of its units 
— already in rough shape 
when he bought the property 
— has deteriorated during that 
time and is now among the 

worst housing in Eau Claire.
City officials have sought 

upgrades to Maples and 
proposed a plan to replace the 
park’s run-down trailer homes 
with new or better ones during 
a five-year period. Woith 
balked at that plan, saying it is 
too ambitious and he can’t af-
ford that many improvements 
on that timeline.

Instead, Woith said, he 
would pay for improvements 
the city wants only if the park 

maintains the remainder of 
its mobile homes and if all of 
its residents are up to date on 
their rent payments.

“It depends on what the city 
wants done,” Woith said when 
asked what financial commit-
ments he is willing to make 
toward Maples, where trailers 
are at least a half-century old. 
“It’s a catch-22. I need more 
money so I can make more 
investments there.”

Paying for upgrades the city 

wants isn’t likely, Woith said, 
because currently only about 
half of Maples residents are 
making monthly lot rental 
payments as they fear the 
trailer park’s shutdown and 
are saving money in case they 
have to relocate. Some Maples 
residents acknowledged they 
have stopped paying rent be-
cause of concerns the park will 
be closed.

Board  
reverses  
climate  
change  
stance

GOP 
had put 
policy 
in place

See CLIMATE  Page 4A

Hardebeck

See SCHOOL  Page 2A

DIVISIVE DEBATE
Trailer park 

owner, city differ 
on approach

Staff photo by Julian Emerson

Reed Woith, the owner of Maples Mobile Home Park in Eau Claire, discusses conditions at the park 
while his wife, Connie, takes notes.
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CALL NOW! OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/19

We solve problem water. GUARANTEED. 715.318.8852 • KineticoWI.com
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