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By Andrew Dowd
Leader-Telegram staff

A patchwork path that is 
concrete in some places, 
but crumbling asphalt and 
granite gravel in others, bor-
ders the Chippewa River in 
downtown Eau Claire.

The city’s longstanding 
goal to turn this quarter-mile 
stretch into a concrete path 
is coming closer to reality.

“It’s something we’ve been 
planning for a long time,” 
Councilwoman Kate Beaton 
said.

On Tuesday evening the 
council will 
vote on a 
contract to 
hire Haas 
Sons of Thorp 
to do the 
paving project 
for about 
$465,800.

The trail 
will span from Pablo Center 
at the Confluence to the 
Lake Street bridge, but com-
pleting the work this year 
will largely depend on the 
weather.

“We’re definitely going to 
get it started this year,” city 
engineer David Solberg said. 
“If the weather holds, we’d 
like to get the whole thing 
wrapped up.”

But if Eau Claire sees cold, 
wet weather in autumn — 
similar to conditions last 
year that caused delays for 
Haymarket Plaza — Solberg 
said part of the trail may be 
postponed until spring.

At the least, he’s hopeful 
the section of the trail 
from the downtown 
arts center to the 
Grand Avenue pedes-
trian bridge will be 
done before the snow 
flies.

In addition to the 
weather, Solberg said 
timing of late season 
projects also are deter-
mined by when contractors 
are able to complete other 
jobs they began earlier this 
year. The time frame for 

completing the riverfront 
trail hasn’t yet been set, 

Solberg said, and 
would be set at a 
meeting with the 
contractor after the 
contract is award-
ed.

The new river-
front trail will vary 
between 8-feet 
and 12-feet wide, 

according to bid documents. 
The width depends on how 
much land behind Graham 
Avenue buildings the city 
owns or has easements for a 

trail, Solberg said.
The contract also calls for 

metal railings along 
the trail and light 
poles.

Councilman An-
drew Werthmann, 
who represents a 
district that in-
cludes Eau Claire’s 
downtown, said the 
new paved trail will 
improve public access to the 
city’s waterfront.

“One of the things it does 
is helps us continue to em-
brace our rivers and water-

ways,” he said.
Both Werthmann and 

Beaton said the new 
trail is just one piece 
of Eau Claire’s large 
trail network that 
residents use for rec-
reation and transpor-
tation.

“This is one small 
project out of a larger 
project that adds a 

lot of value to our communi-
ty,” Beaton said.

Contact: 715-833-9204, 
andrew.dowd@ecpc.com, @
ADowd_LT on Twitter

By Adam Rogan
The Journal Times

RACINE (AP) — Li-
braries aren’t just for 
books anymore; librar-
ians have been called 
on to be more than just 
experts on the Dewey 
Decimal System. They 
have to do a lot more, 
taking on roles they 
didn’t expect to when 
they took the job.

Darcy Mohr, Racine 
Public Library’s head of 
adult and youth services, 
said RPL’s librarians “had 
been identifying needs in 

the community that they 
weren’t really trained 
to answer and to help 
people with: things like 
poverty, homelessness, 
addiction, mental illness. 
These are things that we 
were never trained for, 
in library school, to help 
people with.”

As libraries nationwide 
contend with patrons 
seeking refuge in the 
stacks because of pov-
erty, drug addiction or 
mental illness, a growing 
number of institutions 
have social workers on 
staff.

Last month, the RPL 
added a part-time tem-
porary social worker to 
the staff. If the trial run 
shows that the social 
worker, Carol Pagan, 
makes a positive differ-
ence in how the library 
provides services to the 
public, RPL may be add-

ed to the list of libraries 
with a full-time social 
worker.

Other regional librar-
ies that employ full-time 
social workers include 
St. Paul the Addison and 
Evanston public libraries 
in suburban Chicago and 
at least two libraries in 
the city of Chicago.

According to the 
Whole Person Librari-
anship organization, an 
estimated 40-plus library 
systems nationwide 
are staffing full-time 
social workers. Dozens 
of other systems staff 
social workers part-time. 
These social workers are 
trained to help people 
experiencing a crisis, 
usually related to mental 
health issues, alcohol or 
drug abuse, and some 
medical emergencies.

These situations can 
overwhelm the RPL staff, 

which sometimes has a 
thousand visitors on a 
single weekday.

“Once in a while, we 
will have situations 
where someone will be 
in ‘crisis mode’ and the 
staff won’t necessari-
ly have the training to 
know how to respond,” 
Mohr told The Journal 
Times of Racine. “As we 
meet monthly, they (the 
librarians) identify these 
things and say: ‘How do 
we do this? How do we 
handle this?’ And as I 
researched it, I realized 
that this was the direc-
tion libraries were going: 
Bringing social workers 
into the library.”

Firsthand 
knowledge

Pagan, 58, is a remote 
master’s student at Our 
Lady of the Lake Univer-

sity in San Antonio, and 
this internship is one of 
the final steps she has to 
complete before getting 
her degree in December. 
She will work 24 hours 
a week, primarily on 
evenings and weekends, 
until the end of the in-
ternship in February.

Despite only recently 
starting the internship, 
Pagan already has first-
hand expertise in her 
field.

She moved here from 
Arizona in summer 2017, 
and has since worked 
with (and gotten help 
from) some of Racine’s 
leading charitable organi-
zations, including Racine 
Vocational Ministries, the 
HOPES Center, the Hos-
pitality Center, Ascension 
Health and the Women’s 
Resource Center.

Racine library adds social worker
Part-time 
position 

helps with 
expanding 
needs at 
facility

Riverfront trail  
paving nears

Link from arts 
center to Lake 

Street set  
for vote
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Shadows from a railing decorate a pathway at Pablo Center at the Confluence. A plan by the 
city would improve the existing trail as it heads downriver to the Lake Street bridge.

Beaton

Solberg Werthmann
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By Rob Gillies
Associated Press

TORONTO — The storm 
that already walloped the 
Virgin Islands, Bahamas 
and North Carolina lashed 
at far-eastern Canada with 
hurricane-force winds for 
much of Sunday, knocking 
out power to hundreds of 
thousands of people before 
beginning to weaken late 
in the day.

Dorian hit near the city 
of Halifax Saturday after-
noon, ripping roofs off 
apartment buildings, top-
pling a huge construction 
crane and uprooting trees. 
There were no reported 
deaths in Canada, though 
the storm was blamed for 
at least 50 elsewhere along 
its path.

The U.S. National Hur-
ricane Center said the 
post-tropical cyclone was 
centered about 65 miles 
west-southwest of St. 
Anthony, Newfoundland, 
in late afternoon Sunday. 
Its top sustained winds had 
slipped to 65 mph, below 
the 74 mph threshold of 
hurricane force. It was 
heading to the northeast, 
roughly up the St. Law-
rence River, at 23 mph.

The track was taking 
take the storm near or over 
northwestern Newfound-
land or eastern Labrador 
and then out over the 
North Atlantic by evening.

Nova Scotia officials 
asked people in the prov-
ince to stay off the roads 
so crews could safety re-
move trees and debris and 
restore power.

Dorian 
winds lash 

Canada
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