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Menards, 
Walmart 
challenge 
tax bills

By Christena T. O’Brien

Leader-Telegram staff

Two retailers — Menards and 
Walmart — are again challenging 
their property tax assessments in 
the city of Eau Claire.

The suits, filed in Eau Claire 
County Court by attorneys from 
the same Milwaukee 
law firm, claim the 
2018 assessments of 
their properties are 
excessive.

News of the latest 
series of suits — 
each of the plaintiffs 
took legal action 
earlier this year 
challenging their 2017 property 
assessments — didn’t surprise 
Jay Winzenz, the city’s finance 
director.

“This is the same thing they are 
doing all over the state … the same 
cast of characters,” said Winzenz, 
noting certain large commercial 
retail property owners are trying 
to reduce their property tax bills 
using loopholes, ultimately shifting 

City finance 
director sees 

familiar pattern 
with lawsuits

NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAY ROUNDUP CITY OF EAU CLAIRE

Celebrate safely

By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

Here are some facts, schedules and oth-
er information you might want to know for 
the 2019 New Year’s Day holiday weekend:

Weather forecast
The four-day New Year’s weekend is 

expected to offer a mixed bag of tempera-
tures and sky conditions but no precipita-
tion. Saturday will be partly cloudy with 
highs in the teens. Sunday will be sunny 
with highs in the low 30s. New Year’s Eve 
will be partly cloudy with highs in the 
upper 20s. New Year’s Day will be cloudy 
with highs in the single digits.

Celebrations
• The L.E. Phillips YMCA Sports Center, 

3456 Craig Road, will host the 14th annu-
al Royal Credit Union New Year’s Event 
from 5 to 9 p.m. Sunday.

Family-oriented activities will be offered 
including DJ entertainment, games, inflat-
ables, face painting, limo rides, prizes and 
a large balloon drop.

Tickets for the event — which is spon-
sored by RCU — cost $5. Children younger 
than 3 are admitted free.

For more information call the center at 
715-552-1200 or visit ecsportscenter.com.

• Several events are planned Monday for 
the third Light Up Eau Claire New Year’s 
Eve in downtown Eau Claire:

Annual CMEC Noon Year’s Eve celebra-
tion, 10 a.m. to noon, Children’s Museum 

Activities aplenty  
will ring in 2019,  

but revelers advised 
to exercise caution

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Fireworks kick off the start of a New Year’s Eve lantern parade Dec. 31, 2016, on Bar-
stow Street in downtown Eau Claire.

Winzenz

FbI feels 
kick of 
‘money 
mules’ 

By Eric Tucker  

and Michael Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
email caught the executive at a 
small company by surprise one 
morning in 2016. The company’s 
owner, or so he thought, was re-
questing a money transfer to pay 
for supplies from a new vendor.

It wasn’t until that night when 
the executive, hours after the 
money had been transferred and 
still puzzled by the out-of-the-
blue demand, texted the owner 
to make sure he’d heard the 
request correctly.

The befuddled reply was 
disheartening: “I just saw your 
message about a wire transfer 
today. What is that about?”

It was all part of a fraud scam 
that targeted companies, schools 
and nonprofits in Connecticut 
and elsewhere in the United 

Victims, 
sometimes 
unwittingly, 

use their bank 
accounts to aid 
financial crimes

AL-ASAD AIRBASE, IRAQ

Trump makes 1st visit 
to troops in harm’s way

By Darlene Superville

Associated Press

AL-ASAD AIRBASE, Iraq — 
In an unannounced trip to Iraq 
on Wednesday, President Don-
ald Trump staunchly defended 
his decision to withdraw U.S. 
forces from neighboring Syria 
despite a drumbeat of criticism 
from military officials and allies 
who don’t think the job fighting 
Islamic State militants there is 
over.

Trump, making his first presi-
dential visit to troops in a trou-
bled region, said it’s because 
the U.S. military had all but 
eliminated IS-controlled terri-
tory in both Iraq and Syria that 
he decided to withdraw 2,000 
troops from Syria. He said the 
decision to leave Syria showed 
America’s renewed stature on 
the world stage and his quest to 
put “America first.”

“We’re no longer the suck-
ers, folks,” Trump told U.S. ser-
vicemen and women at al-Asad 
Airbase in western Iraq, about 
100 miles west of Baghdad. 
“We’re respected again as a 
nation.”

The decision to pull U.S. forc-
es from Syria, however, stunned 
national security advisers and 
U.S. allies and prompted the 
resignations of Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis, who was not on 
the trip, and the U.S. envoy to 
the coalition fighting the Islam-

ic extremist group. The militant 
group, also known as ISIS, has 
lost nearly all its territory in 
Iraq and Syria but is still seen as 
a threat.

Iraq declared IS defeated 
within its borders in Decem-
ber 2017, but Trump’s trip was 
shrouded in secrecy, which has 
been standard practice for pres-
idents flying into conflict areas.

Air Force One, lights out and 
window shutters drawn, flew 
overnight from Washington, 
landing at an airbase west of 
Baghdad in darkness Wednes-
day evening. George W. Bush 
made four trips to Iraq as 

president and President Barack 
Obama made one.

During his three-plus hours 
on the ground, Trump did not 
meet with any Iraqi officials 
but spoke on the phone with 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi. He stopped at 
Ramstein Air Force Base in 
Germany on his way back, for 
a second unannounced visit to 
troops and military leaders.

Trump’s Iraq visit appeared 
to have inflamed sensitivities 
about the continued presence 
of U.S. forces in Iraq. The two 

Unannounced trip includes defense of Syria withdrawal

Associated Press

President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump greet mem-
bers of the military at a hangar rally Wednesday at al-Asad Airbase, 
Iraq.
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Happy New Year from all your

friends at Northtown Ford!
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