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» Twin sisters  
graduate from UW-EC
Self-described lifelong best 
friends to start nursing 
careers. Page 3A

» Chippewa County 
OKs business loans
Action aimed at helping some 
stay afloat during pandemic. 
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By Ryan Patterson
Leader-Telegram staff

Shoppers wait-
ed for their 
turn to enter 

JOANN Fabric and 
Craft Tuesday af-
ternoon. A limited 
number of people at 
a time could visit the 
store on 4045 Com-
monwealth Ave., so 
customers wearing 
masks stood six feet 
apart on green taped 
Xs until someone 
exited the store.

Similar scenarios occurred 
around the state Tuesday, as 
select businesses opened for 
the first time in about two 
months. Gov. Tony Evers 
announced Monday that 
nonessential stand-alone 
and strip-mall stores could 
immediately reopen but had 
to follow social distancing 
guidelines and could serve 
no more than five people at 
a time.

Tuesday marked a small 
step toward a large-scale 
reopening, something that 
area residents hope will 
proceed. Stores posted signs 
informing customers of the 
five-person capacity and so-
cial distancing restrictions. 
Some offered hand sanitizer 
at the entrance. Customers 
and employees wore face 
masks. Most businesses 
opened at slightly reduced 
hours but could adjust 
depending on customer 
response.

The announcement Mon-
day surprised many people, 
but shoppers visited busi-
nesses they previously fre-
quented to purchase supplies 
for a home project or because 
they wanted to do something.

Local resident Theresa 
Blaskowski went to JOANN 
Fabric in search of a calendar 
and a few craft items. Ann 
White stood in line several 

feet away. White resides in 
Cumberland and wanted to 
leave her home and visit a 
store.

Before Tuesday, White min-
imized her shopping excur-
sions, only buying groceries 
about every three weeks. Like 
most people, she has grown 
weary of COVID-19 and its 
impact on everyday life.

“I’m tired of it,” White said.
Apart from shopping 

limitations, White misses 
seeing her grandchildren. 
Blaskowski wishes she could 
still volunteer as a hospice 
worker, which she used to do 
three times per week.

Blaskowski worries about 
the ability of small businesses 
to recover from the coronavi-
rus. She has tried to shop lo-
cally as much as possible and 
minimize online purchases.

Eric Thompson, owner of 
Pedals Music, 307 S Barstow 
St., was pleasantly shocked 
when he saw Evers’ an-
nouncement and had friends 
texting him the store could 

reopen. Thompson enjoyed 
interacting with customers 
Tuesday, though COVID-19 
presented changes to his 
shop, such as encouraging 
customers not to touch some-
thing unless necessary.

Dan Goelzer, owner of 
The Calico Shoppe and The 
Purple Petunia Gift Shop, 216 
S. Barstow St., did not expect 
the announcement either and 
said Tuesday involved a bit of 
a scramble to open the stores 
and post new hours and ca-
pacity restrictions.

Goelzer is encouraged by 
Evers’ decision and hopes 
progress continues. He said 
the past two months have 
presented overwhelming 
challenges for his small busi-
nesses.

“The word is ‘impossible,’” 
Goelzer said.

The stores offered online 
ordering and curbside pickup, 
but those sales were minimal. 
For a business like The Calico 
Shoppe that specializes in 
fabrics, in-person interaction 

is crucial in determining what 
to buy.

Calico Shoppe customer 
Roxi Hagel agreed. Shopping 
in person allowed her to 
know exactly what material 
she wanted.

“You gotta touch it and feel 
it,” Hagel said.

Hagel felt elated when she 
found out the store reopened. 
She used to visit multiple 
times per month and enjoyed 
socializing with employees 
and other customers.

“This has been a killer to 
not be able to come here,” 
Hagel said. “I miss all my 
friends … It’s nice to get out 
and chat with other people.”

The pandemic has elimi-
nated happenstance encoun-
ters and casual shopping. 
People said they missed the 
opportunity to browse in a 
store, meet a friend for coffee 
or have dinner with their 
spouse. As of Tuesday, at 
least one of those options was 
available.

Some stores return  
to in-person shopping
Owners, customers react to small business openings

Staff photo by Ryan Patterson

Pedals Music owner Eric Thompson stands in his store Tuesday. The business is one of many 
that could reopen as of Monday after an order from Gov. Tony Evers allowing nonessential 
stand-alone and strip-mall stores to serve no more than five customers at a time.
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It’s getting easier to access 
tests for COVID-19 anti-
bodies, which indicates that 
your body has already re-
sponded to the SARS-CoV-2 
virus, in the Eau Claire area, 
but experts are hesitant 
about the tests’ broad useful-
ness.

Affordable Lab Tests-Eau 
Claire is offering an anti-
body test at its Mall Drive 
site for $199. Provisions 
Health in Eau Claire says 
its FDA-approved antibody 
test has over 90% accuracy, 
though it’ll set you back $195.

Interested people don’t 
even need to have symp-
toms of COVID-19, or a 
positive test for the virus, to 
get tested for antibodies at 
Provisions Health, said Amy 
Schlosser, the clinic’s chief 
operations officer.

But local and state 
experts say that the tests 
aren’t broadly useful yet 
beyond confirming if 
someone has been infected 
with the virus — and the 
tests shouldn’t be used to 
decide if it’s safe to go back 
to a workplace, stop social 
distancing or visit elderly 
family members.

“They are useful for 
providing evidence whether 
someone was infected in the 
past,” said Dr. Ryan Wester-
gaard, the state Department 
of Health Services’ chief 
medical officer and commu-
nicable diseases epidemiol-
ogist, in a phone call with 
reporters Tuesday. 

antibody 
tests 

arrive in 
eau Claire

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government’s top infectious 
disease expert issued a blunt 
warning Tuesday that cities 
and states could “turn back the 
clock” and see more COVID-19 
deaths and economic damage 
alike if they lift coronavirus 
stay-at-home orders too fast — 
a sharp contrast as President 
Donald Trump pushes to right a 
free-falling economy.

“There is a real risk that you 
will trigger an outbreak that 
you may not be able to con-
trol,” Dr. Anthony Fauci warned 
a Senate committee and the 
nation as more than two dozen 
states have begun to lift their 
lockdowns as a first step toward 
economic recovery.

The advice from Fauci and 
other key government offi-
cials — delivered by dramatic, 
sometimes awkward telecon-

ference — was at odds with a 
president who urges on protests 
of state-ordered restraints and 
insists that “day after day, we’re 
making tremendous strides.”

Trump, whose reelection 
depends to a substantial degree 
on the economy, talks up his 
administration’s record with the 

virus daily.
Underscoring the serious-

ness of the pandemic that has 
reached Congress and the 
White House, Fauci and other 
experts testified from their 
homes. Committee Chairman 
Lamar Alexander chaired the 
hearing from the study in his 

cabin in Tennessee, although 
several committee members 
attended in person in an eerily 
empty Capitol Hill chamber, 
masked and sitting 6 feet apart.

The tension in balanc-
ing people’s safety from the 
virus, which is still surprising 
doctors with the sneaky ways 
it can kill, against the severe 
economic fallout is playing out 
in many other countries, too. 
Italy partially lifted lockdown 
restrictions last week only to 
see a big jump in confirmed 
COVID-19 infections in its 
hardest-hit region. And Leb-
anon relaxed a national lock-
down late last month but said 
Tuesday the restrictions are 
being reinstated for the rest 
of the week after a spike in 
reported infections.

More infections and deaths 
are inevitable as people again 
start gathering, but how pre-
pared communities are to stamp 
out those sparks will deter-
mine how bad the rebound is, 
Fauci told the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee.

Fauci warns against reopening too fast
Infectious disease 
expert says U.S. 
could see more 

deaths, economic 
damage

Associated Press

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, speaks remotely during a virtual Senate Com-
mittee for Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing Tuesday 
on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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