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» Probation given for 
theft from employer
Man convicted of embezzling 
more than $38,000 over two 
years. Page 3A

» Summer days created 
for kids to enjoy
Columnist looks back fondly on 
boyhood activities. Page 10A
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DES MOINES, Iowa 
(AP) — Between the coun-
try’s trade dispute with 
China and the seemingly 
endless storms that have 
drenched the central U.S., 
Iowa farmer Robb Ewoldt 
has had plenty of time 
to think about whether 
it’s too late to plant this 
season, how much feder-
al aid he might get if he 
does or whether to skip it 
altogether and opt for an 
insurance payment.

Instead of driving his 
tractor, he’s driving a 
truck these days to earn 
a living while wonder-
ing how long it will be 
before he can return to 
his fields.

“Sometimes I think, 
what the heck am I doing 
farming?” he said recently 
by phone while returning 
home after hauling a ship-
ment of dry ice to Chicago. 
“When you owe the bank 
money, you do some pretty 
crazy stuff.”

Ewoldt is one of thou-
sands of Midwestern farm-
ers facing such decisions as 
they endure a spring like no 
other. 

Soggy 
fields 

deepen 
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worries

Many in 
Midwest face 

decisions amid 
trade dispute, 

storms

By Christena T. O’Brien
Leader-Telegram staff

In life — and in 
death — the late 
BJ and Bea Farmer 

believed giving back 
to the community they 
called home for seven 
decades.

Recently, five organizations 
— the Eau Claire Community 
Foundation, Grace Lutheran 
Communities, Mayo Clin-
ic, Saving Grace Lutheran 
Church and the University of 
Arkansas — received finan-
cial gifts totaling more than 
$535,000 from the Farmers.

“It’s not surprising,” said 
the Rev. David Irgens, senior 
pastor at Saving Grace Lu-
theran Church in Eau Claire. 
“That was BJ. He was always 
thinking about how he could 
help.”

Irgens knew the Farmers 
for about 15 years, and at the 
end of the year, “BJ would 
come in, and he’d say, ‘Yeah, I 
just want to make sure I gave 
enough,’” recalled the pastor, 
chucking at the memory. 
“Then, he wanted to know 
what our finances were, 
where we were at and what 
he could do to help. He was 
just a wonderful man.”

Even before being notified 
of the Farmers’ most recent 
gift, “we knew BJ was a 
generous soul,” said Ran-
dy Bestul, Grace Lutheran 
Communities’ interim CEO, 
noting the businessman had 
donated money to the former 
Syverson Lutheran Home for 
the creation of a dementia 
wing.

“You get surprised with the 
generosity of people, (like the 
Farmers),” Bestul said.

“In providing their gen-
erous gift, Mr. and Mrs. 
Farmer advance the mis-
sion of Mayo Clinic Health 
System in Eau Claire, 
serving people in the re-
gion they loved,” said Dr. 
Richard Helmers, regional 
vice president of MCHS’s 

northwest Wisconsin re-
gion. “We are honored to 
recognize them as members 
of The Mayo Legacy, an 
extended family of Mayo 
Clinic benefactors whose 
gifts shape the future of 
patient care, research and 
education at Mayo.”

Born in Mulberry, Ark., BJ 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas with a 
degree in business, which 
was followed by enlistment 
into the military. He served 
as a B-24 pilot during World 
War II.
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The late BJ and Bea Farmer have left more than $535,000 to five organizations. The cou-
ple, married for 70 years, came to Eau Claire in 1948. He died in September 2018, and she 
passed away in January.

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

CHIPPEWA FALLS 
— The 11-year-old girl 
accused of stomping on 
the head of 6-month-old 
Jaxon Hunter on Oct. 30, 
causing his death two 
days later, appeared in 
Chippewa County Court 
on Thursday, where at-
torneys discussed wheth-
er the girl understands 
the court proceedings 
and how that affects the 
future of the case.

Defense attorney 
Laurie Osberg explained 
in Chippewa County 
Court that she believes 
a preliminary hearing 
needs to be waived for 

the girl’s case to move 
forward. A preliminary 
hearing is where a judge 
reviews the charges and 
determines if a crime 
has been committed and 
whether the defendant 
is the likely person who 
committed the crime.

“We believe this case 
will eventually return to 
juvenile court,” Os-
berg told Dunn County 
Judge James Peterson. 
“In chambers, we were 
wondering if someone 
is competent enough to 
waive a preliminary hear-
ing but not competent 
enough to stand trial.”

Osberg added: “We 
think the law has enough 
flexibility.”

The girl was given a 
mental evaluation earlier 
this month. The psychol-
ogist determined the girl 
is still not competent 
to proceed on a homi-

cide charge at this time, 
but she is expected to 
be competent by next 
March, said prosecuting 
attorney Richard Dufour.

Dufour objected to the 

idea of allowing the girl 
to waive the preliminary 
hearing.

“Our position is you 
can be either competent 
or incompetent,” Dufour 

said after the hearing. 
“You can’t be ‘somewhat 
competent.’”

A competency hearing 
slated for July 3 will be 
the next court date in the 
matter.

The girl was brought 
to Chippewa County 
from Winnebago Men-
tal Health Institute in 
Oshkosh for the hearing. 
She sat quietly, dressed 
in a gray sweatshirt and 
bluejeans.

Osberg said the girl 
should be moved closer to 
home. She is currently in 
a female-only adult unit.

“They are not 
equipped to provide her 
with all the services she 
needs,” Osberg said. “She 
is getting some school-
ing, but she’s not getting 
therapy or counseling. 
The adult court can’t 
serve her.”

CHIPPEWA COUNTY

Girl’s understanding of case discussed
She’s accused  

of killing 
6-month-old 

Staff photo by Chris Vetter

Law enforcement officers escort the 10-year-old girl 
accused of killing 6-month-old Jaxon Hunter up a pri-
vate elevator and into a Chippewa County courtroom 
last year in Chippewa Falls. The girl, now 11, appeared 
Thursday in Chippewa County Court.
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