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» Bells at UW-Stout  
go quiet for a while
Renovations on campus’s 
Bowman Hall tower expected to 
take several months. Page 3A

» Starr a winner  
and a nice guy
Eau Claire resident recalls 
interactions with the  
Packers’ legendary  
quarterback. Page 7A
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By Liam Marlaire
Leader-Telegram staff

Thanks to an unprece-
dented agreement, typical 
Xcel Energy customers 
will see 
decreases in 
their elec-
tricity and 
natural gas 
rates over 
the next two 
years.

The utility 
and several 
customer 
groups filed a multiyear 
agreement — a first for 
Xcel — with the Public 
Service Commission of 
Wisconsin that will keep 
rates below January 2018 
levels through 2021. A typ-
ical residential electric bill 
will be about 5 percent less 
in 2020 and 1 percent less 
the following year. Natural 
gas bills will be about 5 
percent less in both 2020 
and 2021 compared with 
January of last year.

Business customers “will 
see similar savings based 
on their rate class, usage 
characteristics and type 
of service,” according to a 
news release from Xcel. A 
decision on the proposal 
from the PSC is expected 
later this summer.

Xcel 
makes 

pact with 
consumer 

groups
Proposal calls 

for rate declines 
over 2 years

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

A little rain wasn’t about to 
stop Chippewa Falls veteran 
Wayne Steinmetz from accom-
plishing his Memorial 
Day mission.

When Steinmetz, 66, 
a retired U.S. Air Force 
captain, heard Sunday 
night that the annual 
Memorial Day parade 
in Chippewa Falls was 
canceled because of the 
rainy forecast, he decid-
ed to honor his fallen comrades 
on his own.

So when Monday morning 
arrived, Steinmetz put on his 
uniform, rustled up an Ameri-
can flag from his employer and 

walked the entire parade route 
himself.

“When I heard the parade 
was canceled, I said to myself, 
‘That’s not what we do. We 
should be out there.’ Yeah, 

some people are going 
to get wet, but I thought 
we should support 
those troops who didn’t 
come home,” Steinmetz 
said.

After checking with 
leaders of the American 
Legion Post 77 in Chip-
pewa Falls and getting 

the green light, Steinmetz 
elected to march forward with 
his plan.

“This was just my way of hon-
oring those folks that made the 
ultimate sacrifice,” said Stein-

metz, a member of Post 77 and 
the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America.

Asked about his inspiration 
for the one-man parade, the 
Chippewa Falls native men-
tioned American soldiers who 
endured miserable conditions 
during World War II and the 
Korean War, the nearly 900 
sailors who died at sea when 
the USS Indianapolis sunk 
after being hit by a torpedo 
in July 1945 and his uncle, 
John Naset of Chippewa Falls, 
who was killed at age 19 by 
friendly fire in June 1945 while 
on guard duty in Nuremberg, 
Germany.

“Look at what they endured 
for our country. My point is 
they had a lot more to deal with 
than a little rain,” Steinmetz 
said. “I figured I could carry our 
American flag in the rain a little 
bit.”

Patriotic procession
Parade cancellation doesn’t stop 

Chippewa Falls veteran from 
completing Memorial Day route

Contributed photo

Even though the Chippewa 
Falls Memorial Day parade 
was canceled Monday, it didn’t 
stop retired U.S. Air Force Capt. 
Wayne Steinmetz from walking 
the parade route on his own.

staying on track
Memorial senior Jordan Pauley doesn’t let  

hearing loss keep her from reaching her goals

Hoesly

See XCEL  Page 2A

Steinmetz

See PARADE  Page 2A

By Christena T. O’Brien
Leader-Telegram staff

Jordan Pauley is almost completely deaf.
But the 17-year-old senior at Memorial 

High School hasn’t let that stand in her way.
Jordan plays the flute, the piano and the tenor 

saxophone, and she has been selected twice to 
take part in the Macy’s Great American March-
ing Band, which performs in Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade in New York.

Jordan has relied on almost no interpretive 
services in her classes, where 
she has maintained a 4.0 GPA, 
said Michelle Moss, a counselor 
who called the teen — one of 
372 Memorial seniors graduat-
ing Thursday — “an awesome 
student and human being.”

Jordan also played tennis for 
the Old Abes and was named a 
girls tennis all-Big Rivers Con-
ference second team selection 
in 2018.

Jordan, the daughter of Brian 
and Denise Pauley of Eau 
Claire, will be returning to Big 
Sky country in August, where 
she plans to major in chemis-
try at Montana State University at Bozeman.

“I really like the research opportunities they 
have and the mountains,” said Jordan, who has 
experience skiing some and moving others.

Diagnosed with a severe hearing loss 
at age 3, Jordan, who wears hearing aids, 
“realized early on I was going to have to 
work harder,” she said.

Her chemistry teacher Bryan Weg-
horn doesn’t doubt Jordan’s hearing loss 
makes her do just that, “but I have never 
seen it discourage her or keep her from 
reaching her goals,” he said.

While she hasn’t yet decided on her 
exact career path, Jordan said she 
“kind of always wanted to do some-
thing science related.”

The longtime animal lover at 
one time considered becoming a 
veterinarian; however, the univer-
sity’s snow science program has 
piqued her interest, and she also is 
considering going pre-med. (Her 
dad is a physician.)

“With chemistry, there is always 
something to figure out,” said 
Jordan, who took her first chem-
istry class as a sophomore and an 
advanced placement chemistry 
class last year.

Photo by Elena Dawson

Memorial High School senior Jordan Pauley, 
who graduates Thursday, hasn’t let hearing loss 
keep her from earning a 4.0 GPA, playing in the 
band or competing on the tennis court or cross 
country ski trails.

If You Go
• What: Memori-

al High School 
graduation.

• When: 7 p.m. 
Thursday.

• Where: UW-
Eau Claire’s 
Zorn Arena, 121 
Garfield Ave.

• Number of 
graduates: 372.

See GRAD  Page 2A


