
Monday • May 20, 2019 $1.00

Leader-TeLegram
Facebook.com/Leader.Telegram

Twitter.com/LeaderTelegram» 
EaU CLaIRE and THE CHIPPEWa VaLLEy’S LEadInG nEWS SoURCE SInCE 1881

63/40     Page 8B

B
ar

 C
od

e
M

on
da

y-
F

ri
da

y
B

ar
 C

od
e

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

B
ar

 C
od

e
Su

nd
ay

 M
or

ni
ng

LeaderTeLegram.com
Volume 48 • number 342 • 2 sections  •  16 pages «

SPORTS •  Leonard’s 36 points help Raptors topple Bucks in double overtime thriller/1B
YOUR REGION • Chippewa County centenarian continues to love life on the family farm/3A

Index
aces Bridge  ...........................4B
Classifieds  .............................4B
Comics  ...................................7B
Crosswords  .................... 4B, 6B
Horoscope  .............................6B
obituaries  ............................ 4a
opinion  ..................................7a
Public notices  ........................5B
Puzzles  ..................................6B
Region  ...................................3a
Sports  ....................................1B
Sudoku ...................................6B
dear abby  .............................6B
Weather  .................................8B
Wonderword  .........................5B

» Man just out of  
prison arrested again
Leshock accused of possessing 
cocaine with intent to deliver. 
Page 3A

» Gun storage laws  
can save lives
Los Angeles Times: Evidence 
favors requiring owners to 
properly secure their firearms. 
Page 7A

Tomorrow
Grilling will  
fire up your 
summer menu
» To get the newspaper and eEdition: 
   LeaderTelegram.com/subscribe

FREE AT NEWSSTANDS

» Buckshot April issue

APRIL 2019

BACK IN 
BLOOM

BLOOMER’S ISABELLA JENNEMAN 
READY TO SLUG AGAIN AFTER  
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Associated Press

MADISON — The impend-
ing bankruptcy of a major frac 
sand mining company is a sign 
of the financial woes that could 
cripple more Wisconsin-based 
mines due to a nationwide 
oversupply of sand, according 
to an industry expert.

Emerge Energy Services 
entered into a debt restruc-

turing deal with its lenders 
last month, Wisconsin Public 
Radio reported. The company 
owns Superior Silica Sands, 
which has frac sand mines in 
Chippewa and Barron coun-
ties.

CEO Rick Shearer said it’s 
premature to comment on the 
deal and that restructuring 
negotiations are ongoing.

The company could file for 
bankruptcy if a settlement isn’t 
struck out of court.

Up to 75% of Wisconsin 
mines that supply oil and gas 
producers might have to close 
due to the oversupply of sand, 
said Samir Nangia, energy 

consulting director at analytics 
firm IHS Markit.

Nangia said frac sand compa-
nies have built up more than a 
dozen mines closer to oilfields 
in Texas and Oklahoma within 
the last two years. Oil drillers 
are able to get local sand for 
less than the cost of shipping it 
from Wisconsin.

Texas mines alone are pro-
ducing more than 100 million 
tons of sand per year, which is 
close to the estimated demands 
of oil and natural gas producers 
throughout the country.

“I don’t think we’re going to 
get a big enough demand num-
ber that simply absorbs all this 

excess supply this time,” Nangia 
said. “I think what we need is 
an actual reduction in supply 
and that means the painful 
bankruptcy process that you’re 
seeing, which has already start-
ed actually, but this is definitely 
one of the larger companies.”

Nangia anticipates that more 
mines will need to temporarily 
close, while some companies 
may decide to leave the state.

Wisconsin frac sand mines 
could see relief by producing 
sand for industrial purposes, 
such as foundries and glass-
making, he said, noting that the 
sector isn’t as profitable as oil 
and gas drilling.

By Heidi Clausen
Special to the Leader-Telegram

PRAIRIE FARM — If not for 
the many twisted, broken trees, 
little evidence remains of the 
vicious tornado that ripped 
through the Cory and Janelle 
Picknell farm two years ago, 
tearing the roof off the barn as 
Cory, his sons and the family dog 
huddled, terrified, in the corner.

Since then, the Picknells have 
completely rebuilt their 60-cow 
dairy farm set in a picturesque 
valley north of Prairie Farm. 
They’re the first to express that 
they couldn’t have done it with-
out the strong support of their 
rural community.

In lieu of writing and mailing 
hundreds of thank-you notes 
to the many who stepped up 
to help them in their time of 
need, the Picknells will host the 
Barron County Dairy Breakfast 
on Saturday, June 1. The event 
also will give them an oppor-
tunity to showcase their newly 
rebuilt dairy operation. Some 
fencing and installation of gates 
are all that remains on the to-do 
list before the farm is ready 
for the more than 3,000 guests 

expected.
“We want it to be a thank-you 

for what everybody did for us,” 
Janelle said. “We want people to 
see what they did for us.”

Perhaps especially poignant 
in this time of low milk prices 
and declining farm numbers, 
the Picknells say they hope to 
show the strength, resilience 
and determination of the people 
in the dairy industry.

“We need to support dairy 
farmers and hope this will help 
for that,” said Cory, 51, who had 
always wanted to host the coun-

ty dairy breakfast someday.

No doubt in his mind
While Janelle admits that, 

if the decision had been hers 
alone, she wouldn’t have re-
built the dairy in these eco-
nomic times, seeing it as an 
“out,” Cory said he never really 
thought twice about it after the 
tornado swept through.

“It never crossed my mind 
that I was gonna sell out, once 
we started looking at things,” 
he said, adding that the cows 

were OK, they had insurance, 
they had recently replaced 
stalls and concrete inside the 
barn, and they had strong sup-
port from family and neigh-
bors. “It’s a way of life that 
I enjoy. I like the day-to-day 
challenges being on the farm.”

By Sara Burnett and 
Scott McFetridge

Associated Press

MADRID, Iowa — Iowa 
farmer Tim Bardole survived 
years of low crop prices and 
rising costs by cutting back 
on fertilizer and herbicides 
and fixing broken-down 
equipment rather than 
buying new. When President 
Donald Trump’s trade war 
with China made a miserable 
situation worse, Bardole used 
up any equity his operation 
had and started investing 
in hogs in hopes they’ll do 
better than crops.

A year later, the dispute is 
still raging, and soybeans hit 
a 10-year-low. But Bardole 
says he supports his pres-
ident more today than he 
did when he cast a ballot for 
Trump in 2016, skeptical he 
would follow through on his 
promises.

“He does really seem to be 
fighting for us,” Bardole says, 
“even if it feels like the two 
sides are throwing punches 
and we’re in the middle, tak-
ing most of the hits.”

Trump won the presidency 
by winning rural Ameri-
ca, in part by pledging to 
use his business savvy and 
tough negotiating skills to 
take on China and put an 
end to trade practices that 
have hurt farmers for years. 
While the prolonged fight 
has been devastating to an 
already-struggling agricul-
ture industry, there’s little 
indication Trump is paying a 
political price.

A BIG thank-you 
Farmers recall 
how community 

helped after 
tornado

Photo by Heidi Clausen

Cory and Janelle Picknell, left, accepted a handmade REAL Seal from Barron County Dairy Breakfast organizers Kim Barta and Janet 
Nelson. Also shown, at right, is Kylee Burdick, a high school senior who helps on the farm. The seal was made by Wayne Pederstuen.

Submitted photo

A tornado ripped the roof off the barn in 2017 as Cory Picknell and 
his sons huddled in a corner. No cows died in the storm.

If You Go
• What: 45th annual Barron 

County Dairy Breakfast.
• When: Saturday, June 1, 6 to 

11 a.m.
• Where: Cory and Janelle 

Picknell farm, 790 6-1/2 Ave., 
Prairie Farm.

• Menu: All-Wisconsin omelet, 
all-you-can-eat pancakes 
with real maple syrup, butter, 
sliced cheese, deep-fried 
cheese curds, applesauce, Cul-
ver’s Custard sundaes, milk 
and coffee.

• Activities: Self-guided farm 
tours, live music by The 
Stringsmiths, antique tractor 
display/Allis-Chalmers tractor 
show, door prizes and horse- 
and antique tractor-drawn 
wagon rides.

• Cost: Adults, 6; children (ages 
6-12), $4; and seniors, $6.

• Information: Janet Nelson, 
715-455-1755. For details 
about the A-C tractor display, 
call Vern Nelson, 715-455-
1753.

State frac sand mines may face pinch
Industry expert: 

Company’s impending 
bankruptcy signals 
problems from U.S. 

oversupply

Ag industry 
suffering, 
but Trump 
holds onto 

support
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