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» Neighborhood  
planet walk created
Astronomy group’s former 
leader creates solar system 
model. Page 3A

» County Board OKs 
COVID-19 task force
7-member group expected to 
serve through next year.  
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By Sarah Seifert
Leader-Telegram staff

The Eau Claire school 
board’s new president — a 
former educator, doctor of 
education 
policy and 
district parent 
— said his 
priorities in-
clude closing 
the achieve-
ment gap 
and building 
rapport with 
district staff 
and the community.

Tim Nordin was unani-
mously voted board presi-
dent at an annual reorgani-
zation meeting on Monday.

Presidents’ terms last for 
one year; the board reorga-
nizes every spring after the 
election.

Nordin, 41, a Hopkins, 
Minn., native, is a former 
high school science teacher 
with a doctorate in educa-
tion policy from Rutgers 
University. He was first 
elected to the board in 
spring 2019 after an unsuc-
cessful spring 2018 cam-
paign.

“I want to see us working 
to build a focus across the 
various levels of our dis-
trict,” Nordin told the Lead-
er-Telegram Tuesday. “We 
obviously are going to be 
asking for a referendum in 
the spring, connecting with 
the community and building 
support for that.”

Taking 
the 

reins
Achievement 
gap is priority 
for new school 

board president

Nordin

By Chris Vetter
Leader-Telegram staff

Mallory 
Pieper was 
slated to 

take her road test 
and get her driver’s 
license March 24, 
three days after her 
16th birthday.

However, that test was can-
celed because of COVID-19 
concerns, along with the re-
scheduled April 27 test. It has 
left her in limbo, wondering 
when she would finally get 
her license.

“At first it was frustrating, 
but then I realized there 
aren’t many places to go right 
now,” she said.

Pieper, an Eau Claire North 
student, has just one driving 
instructional class left, and 
she’s excited that the state 
took steps Tuesday to allow 
her to get her license soon.

Because driving schools 
and behind-the-wheel testing 
has been shut down since 
mid-March, the state’s De-
partment of Motor Vehicles 
announced plans for the 
agency to catch up, and make 
it easier for teenagers to now 
get their driver’s licenses.

In a memo released Tues-
day morning, the DMV an-
nounced two pilot programs 
to ease rules on obtaining 
licenses.

“Due to the pandemic, 
there is a backlog of about 
16,000 road tests with an ad-
ditional demand of approx-
imately 2,100 new drivers 
each week,” the memo states.

The first pilot program 
waives the requirement 
of road tests for 16- and 
17-year-old drivers who have 
successfully completed an 
approved driver education 
program, including behind-
the-wheel instruction. How-
ever, a parent or guardian 
must agree to the road test 
being waived.

The second pilot program 
allows eligible drivers to 
renew their driver’s license 
online and receive their new 
card in the mail. To learn 

more, visit wisconsindmv.
gov/renewDL

Driving schools should be 
allowed to resume offering 
behind-the-wheel instruc-
tional courses on May 26. 
Pieper is hopeful to get her 
last class in and immediately 
get her license.

“It was surprising because 
I didn’t think I’d get it any-
time soon,” Pieper said of the 
DMV’s memo. “I’ve gotten a 
lot more practice in, so I feel 
I’d have less stress anyway.”

Area driving schools ap-
plauded the DMV’s plan.

“We know as each week 
passes, we will fall further 
behind,” said Marty Fadness, 
owner of Safety & Respect 
Driving School in Eau Claire. 
“(This plan) is good, it’s 
solid, it’s very specific. It’s 
something we can have right 
in front of us.”

Fadness added: “The idea 
of the waiver is wonder-
ful for the students. That 
will save the DMV a ton of 
testing. It’s a good move by 
the DMV to give these kids, 
who’ve had a tough spring, a 
break.”

Ryan Hammett, owner of 
Accountable Driver Educa-
tion in Eau Claire, described 
it as “pretty big news,” add-
ing it “puts a lot of pressure 
on us driving schools to start 
lessons right away.”

Hammett and Fadness 
are optimistic they will be 
allowed to reopen on May 
26 when Gov. Tony Evers’ 
safer-at-home order is set to 
expire.

“The only thing we can 
offer right now is online 
driver’s education,” Ham-
mett said. “We have a plan 
in place to reopen. We’ll 

require masks for students 
and drivers, and we’ll clean 
the car after each use. We 
have notices on the web-
site that we’ll be requiring 
masks.”

Fadness said they explored 
the idea of also putting up 
clear curtains or plastic 
shields, but ultimately decid-
ed it would be a hazard. Fad-
ness said he also will require 
instructors to wear masks; at 
this time he hasn’t decided if 
students also will be required 
to wear them.

Normally, Hammett said, 
students would probably 
have six behind-the-wheel 
instructional sessions spread 
out to roughly once a month, 
beginning when they are 
15½, and finishing as they 
are turning 16 when they are 
allowed to take the road test. 

State to waive road 
tests for new drivers
Driving schools 
hope to reopen 

May 26

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Ryan Hammett, owner of Accountable Driver Education in Eau Claire, sits behind the wheel of 
one his school’s vehicles on Tuesday. The state announced plans Tuesday to waive road tests for 
16- and 17-year-old students who have completed a driver’s school class and behind-the-wheel 
instruction. Area driving schools hope to reopen on May 26, when the state’s current safer-at-
home order is set to expire.

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON — Conservative 
justices who control the Wis-
consin Supreme Court raised 
doubts Tuesday about whether 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’ 
safer-at-home order is legal, 
asserting that the Legislature 
never intended to give the exec-
utive branch so much power.

Justice Rebecca Bradley 
suggested during oral argu-
ments over the order that state 
Department of Health Ser-
vices Secretary Andrea Palm’s 
decision to extend the man-
date without legislative input 
amounts to tyranny. She also 
questioned whether Palm might 
next herd people into social 
distancing camps akin to World 
War II Japanese internment 
camps.

“There is a constitutional 
problem with the Legislature 
giving away this much power to 
an unelected cabinet secretary,” 
Bradley said. “The people never 
consented to a single individual 
having that much power.”

Evers issued an order in 
March requiring people to stay 

in their homes and avoid nones-
sential travel to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus. The order 
also required schools and non-
essential businesses to close and 
banned public gatherings. Palm, 
a member of Evers’ Cabinet, 
unilaterally extended the order 
until May 26 at the governor’s 

direction.
Republican legislators filed 

a lawsuit directly with the 
Supreme Court arguing Palm 
overstepped her authority. 
They contend the order is re-
ally an administrative rule and 
as such is subject to legislative 
approval. They’ve asked the 
court to issue an injunction 
blocking the rule but stay im-
position for six days to give the 
DHS time to properly promul-
gate an emergency administra-
tive rule.

The administration’s attor-
neys have countered that state 
law clearly gives the DHS broad 
authority to combat commu-
nicable diseases. They face an 
uphill fight, though. Conserva-
tives hold a 5-2 majority on the 
court.

The court conducted oral 
arguments via video conference 
Tuesday. The Republican leg-
islators’ attorney, Ryan Walsh, 
called the stay-at-home order 
the most sweeping edict in state 
history.

Conservative justices bash stay-home order
Lawsuit argues 
DHS secretary 

overstepped her 
authority

Associated Press

In this Nov. 5, 2014, file photo, State Rep. John Nygren, left, and As-
sembly Speaker Robin Vos appear at a news conference in Madison.
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