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» Local pandemic  
law proposed
Elected officials could switch 
orders to advisories. Page 3A

» Art of the pie  
explored further
Author’s follow-up helps with 
each step of creation process. 
Page 8A
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STAY HEALTHY

» FOLLOW PRECAUTIONS

By Eric Lindquist

Leader-Telegram staff

S
TRUM — Mike Wolf’s 
introduction to the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

began in May as a persistent 

cough with a bit of congestion.

“It was really no different than the nor-
mal allergy symptoms I get that time of 
year,” said Wolf, who was 39 at the time 
and considered himself a healthy guy.

Just to be safe, when he developed a 
fever, Mike went to get a COVID-19 test 
in Arcadia, where the Wisconsin National 
Guard happened to be offering free tests.

A few days later, his results came back 
positive.

Somehow, although his family had 
been careful to follow recommended 
safety precautions and, with the excep-
tion of going to work, had been mostly 
hunkering down in their Strum home 
for the previous two months, Mike had 
contracted COVID-19 and become a 
statistic in the pandemic that has now 
resulted in more than 29 million cases 
and 925,000 deaths worldwide.

His nightmarish battle with the virus 
led to a 43-day hospital stay that includ-
ed 11 days on a ventilator. During that 
time, Mike suffered from blood clots, 
collapsed lungs and his heart stopping 
twice.

The only good news, if you can call it 

that, is that Mike doesn’t remember the 
worst of the ordeal, as he has a month-
long gap in his memory.

Four months after he started feeling 
ill on May 17, Mike still is too weak to 
work. His goal is to return to his job 
as a materials handler at Ashley Fur-
niture in Arcadia by February — a full 
nine months after the onset of his first 
symptoms.

“What a mess,” Mike said, summing 
up the impact of COVID-19 on his life.

Condition worsens
Ironically, it wasn’t Mike the family 

was worried about as they sheltered 
in place during the early days of the 
pandemic. 

Fighting for his life
Strum man survives 11 days on ventilator from COVID-19 

Staff photo by Dan Reiland

Mike and Brandi Wolf reflect recently on their struggle with COVID-19 at their home in Strum. Mike suffered from blood clots, 
a collapsed lung and his heart stopping during a 43-day hospital stay that included 11 days on a ventilator. View more photos at 
LeaderTelegramPhotos.com.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — Vice President 
Mike Pence emphasized Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s commit-
ment to “law and order” during 
a campaign stop Monday in 
swing state Wisconsin about 70 
miles from a city where some-
times violent protests erupted 
following the police shooting of 
Jacob Blake.

Pence, speaking to an enthu-
siastic crowd inside a Janesville 
hotel, credited Trump with 

stopping the violence in Keno-
sha after he sent about 200 
federal officers there. Those 

officers were dispatched after 
Gov. Tony Evers had activated 
the Wisconsin National Guard 

to quell protests after the Blake 
shooting.

Both Trump and Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe Biden 
visited Kenosha just days apart 
two weeks ago.

Pence said that Biden would 
“double down on all the poli-
cies that have led to violence in 
American cities.” He accused 
Biden of signaling a “lack of 
support or waning support” for 
law enforcement that embold-
ens those who oppose them.

“We are going to have law 
and order in every city, in every 
state in this country for every 
American of every race and 
creed and color,” Pence said as 
the crowd broke into chants of 
“U-S-A!”

pence touts law and order on state visit
Vice president 
credits Trump’s 

response to 
Kenosha protests

Associated Press

Vice President Mike Pence speaks at a campaign stop Monday in 
Janesville.

See PENCE  Page 2A

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

See COVID  Page 5A

By Sarah Seifert

Leader-Telegram staff

EAU CLAIRE — A planned 
referendum for the Eau 
Claire school district could 
be pushed forward by a year.

Later this month, the Eau 
Claire school board will 
likely vote on pushing the 
referendum from April 2021 
to April 2022.

Two major factors are 
driving the push, school offi-
cials said at a board meeting 
Monday: Changes related to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
and uncertainty about K-12 
funding in the state’s upcom-
ing 2021-23 biennial budget.

The district doesn’t know 
if all of its students will 
return to brick-and-mortar 
school buildings when the 
pandemic is over, though 
“we feel confident right 
now that those students will 
come back … once this has 
ended,” said Abby Johnson, 
executive director of busi-
ness services. “It’s difficult 
for the district to make plans 
in an unusual school year.”

The district isn’t ex-
pecting any big hits to its 
revenue during the 2020-
21 school year, but “we’re 
hearing 2021-2022 will be 
different,” Johnson said.

referendum 
could be 
pushed 
forward
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