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health at risk? Page 10A
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KARLSTAD’S JOURNEY TO END OF RAINBOW 
PAYING DIVIDENDS FOR RAMBLERS

MORE INSIDE
• FOOTBALL: Keldric Stokes’ journey takes him  

from  UW-Stout quarterback to Thorp varsity coach

• GIRLS HOCKEY: Sophomore Sidney Polzin emerges  

as Chippewa Falls/Menomonie’s top goal scorer

By Chris Vetter

Leader-Telegram staff

W
ith a high number of health care options, low 
unemployment and a low number of uninsured 
residents, Eau Claire County ranks 33rd overall 

out of Wisconsin’s 72 counties on a new health study.
The County Health Rankings, compiled by the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wis-
consin Population Health Institute, look at a variety of 
factors, from environment to job opportunities to recre-
ational options to nearby medical services. Nearly all of 
the counties in west-central Wisconsin ranked in the top 
half of the list.

Lieske Giese, Eau Claire city-county public health direc-
tor, said she likes how the study looks at numerous factors 
in compiling the report.

“Being healthy is caused by a lot of 
different factors; it’s not just if you 
don’t smoke or don’t eat well,” Giese 
said. “We know we have some chal-
lenges and significant issues.”

The county climbed two spots from 
its 35th-place finish last year.

“I always hesitate to say we im-
proved,” she said. “We’re staying 
fairly consistent. There is room for 
improvement, and the positive is we 
have a community willing to work on 
that and wanting to make a change.”

There were several areas where the 
county did well.

“Our county has a high ratio of 
health care, mental health and dental 
providers per person,” Giese noted. 
“These providers do often provide 
services to individuals who aren’t Eau 
Claire County residents.”

Other medical data shows Eau 
Claire County is doing above average. 
For instance, the teen birth rate in Eau Claire County is 
lower than the rest of the state, although it is triple the rate 
for Hispanic and black teens than their white counterparts. 

Health 
challenges

EC County scores above  
average in annual rankings

Staff photo by Steve Kinderman

Zachary Hays of Altoona runs along Lake Road in Altoona 
Tuesday afternoon while on his personal eight-mile fitness 
tour of the city. Eau Claire County ranked 33rd in the annual 
County Health Rankings this year.

By Dan Holtz

Leader-Telegram staff

A workforce consultant 
believes 50 percent of the 
jobs available require more 
than a high school degree 
and less than a college 
degree.

“We’re missing out on the 
skills thing,” Ted Aber-
nathy, managing partner of 
Economic Leadership, said 
Tuesday in Eau Claire.

Companies are looking for 
employees with personal and 
people skills and the ability 
to think and solve problems. 
They also need people with 
technical skills “but most 
companies will do that train-
ing,” Abernathy said.

Abernathy was in Eau 
Claire to help the WMC 
Foundation unveil its Future 
Wisconsin Project, which 
addresses the state’s lack of 
workers.

Future Wisconsin Project 
developed a study to deter-
mine the best path forward 
to get more Wisconsinites 
into the workforce.

Help 
wanted
WMC develops 

strategies  
to meet 

workforce needs

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON — The attorney 
for Laurie “Bambi” Bembenek, 
Wisconsin’s most famous run-
away fugitive who insisted until 
her death in 2010 that she did 
not kill her husband’s ex-wife, 
hopes Gov. Tony Evers will 
finally clear her name with a 
posthumous pardon she unsuc-
cessfully sought for decades.

Bembenek’s attorney sent 
Evers the pardon request earlier 
this year. Evers, a Democrat, has 
said he will once again consid-
er granting pardons after his 
predecessor, Republican Scott 
Walker, didn’t issue a single one 

during his eight years in office.
“I am hoping (Evers) will do 

something about this,” Bem-
benek’s attorney, Mary Woehrer, 
said Tuesday. “Granting Laurie 

Bembenek a pardon would be 
the right thing to do. It would be 
justice.”

Woehrer argues that new bal-
listics and DNA evidence prove 

Bembenek’s innocence.
Evers has declined to com-

ment on specific pardon 
requests. He’s in the process 
of establishing a process for 
considering pardons after eight 
years of inaction.

Bembenek worked briefly as 
a Playboy Club waitress in Lake 
Geneva before becoming a po-
lice officer in Milwaukee, where 
she married Detective Fred 
Schultz. Bembenek was convict-
ed in 1982 of fatally shooting his 
ex-wife after complaining about 
the alimony he had to pay.

Bembenek was sentenced to 
life in prison but maintained 
her innocence. In 1990 and 
now divorced, she escaped 
from Taycheedah Correctional 
Institution in Fond du Lac and 
fled to Canada with her fiance, 
who was the brother of a fellow 
inmate. She escaped by crawl-
ing through a laundry room 
window.

Posthumous pardon sought for Bembenek
Attorney for 

famous runaway 
convict ‘Bambi’ 

wants action from 
Gov. Evers

Associated Press

In this Dec. 10, 1992, file photo, flanked by her attorneys Frank Mo-
rocco, left, and Sheldon T. Zenner, right, Laurie “Bambi” Bembenek 
answers questions at a news conference in Chicago. Bembenek 
insisted up until her death in 2010 that she did not kill the ex-wife of 
her husband in 1982.
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Healthy 
living
County Health  
Ranking in State

3. St. Croix

7. Pepin

8. Pierce

12. Dunn

18. Clark

21. Barron

22. Chippewa

33. Eau Claire

35. Trempealeau

40. Buffalo

44. Rusk

54. Jackson

Out of 72 counties

See HEALTHY  Page 2A

Free Seminar Presented by
Attorneys Aric Burch and Jessica Merkel

Elder Law Team

Attorney
Aric Burch

Attorney
Jessica Merkel

Wednesday, March 20, 2019
Holiday Inn 94 South
4751 Owen Ayres Court
Eau Claire, WI

Offered at 9:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Register by calling 715.834.3425

Protect Your Assets

Medicaid and Nursing Home Planning


